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| Freddie Thumann
“An interview with Freddiz, in his o words”
i Lo Bimgharm-(son

FREDDIE TALRS 0N 28 HISTORY WITH THE GGAME OF S5y rL S BoARD:

[ can't remember the sicact véar | sturted playing, but | believe in was in the
late 60's. Meeting Joe Hudson and Hal Perry was what sruly changoed ey
style and desire about the gamie of shuffeboard, and they bedaow my best
fricmds,

1 ot involved in league play, wikch is where [ really loved to playan Dobles
ancl Team events,

This evolved into sterng and holping mn iourmsamnis, one of which was the
Anburn Club Tourney. that evenbmily was moved to the Ace of Clubs in
Marysville, Caliloraia,

! had the great pleasure of being invalved with Joo Maniz, Paul Webher and
Rarl Spickelmier in putting shutflebourd o Vegas, in a cosine, in a large way,
It was 4 great pleasure to have had the opportunity of leaming and working
with the tate Al Stewart. also working along side one of the gamei preats, Bill
Maxwell. Probably the most important part of this history was the reward of
afl rewands; | met Eois. The rest is taly history, for niot for her { wonld be
nothing. Her love for the players and the game inspired me even more 10 help
make the game worthy of all things.

| can go on fir days of my history aad mvobvemeat with the game. My goul
and philosophy was quots: “If you took care of the plavers, they would ke
gare of you,™

FEEDDIE (N Hi%

T have heen self-employed for 35 vears, My business partosr is also my best
friend, Lois MoCabe.

I have a daugheer with rwo master’s degrees that Hyves i Austing Texas and 15
“the apple ol my eye™ -and [ have & son that “is 50 DEAR o me. that can do
it all”, that lives in Roseville, California, Both ol these children T live for

1 have two stepsons, one stepdaughier, five siep grand children, two step great
grand childrem, one wonderful Boxer dog (Buddy), and two of the most
‘wonderful and loving people. my father and mather-in-law.

Maost of all [ have Lois, she is the ultimate, and trady 5 the definitton of an-
conditional lova
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FREDDIE N His CoNT RIBLITIONS T4 THE GAME oF SILFF LERDARD:

1 have been promoting the game for years by many, many letters and phone eally
all over the United States, visiting piaces to attract new teamns in League play
and 1o get themn to enter towrnaments. | enjoyed teaching young plavers how to
play — hut most important the sportsmanship within the game, helped draw up
the “Rules of the Game” which exist today. | have been honored 1o receive
amerous pold cups and plates for helping do tourmaments over the yoars and
for promaoting the game.

. FREDIDIE 0N TG Acq

Due to unconerollable cireumstances all documented accomplishments wers
lossed. There were Many tourneys won plus a fow Majors as | cali them.

I feel my greatest accomplishment was the satisfaction of players enjaving the
tournaments and activities tha my friends and myself and Lais lwlped promote
ard ran,

Of all the wing that I've been forunate o do. the mos mportant, the one with
the modl emotion and mieanimg o me was the fmmous Lonpview tourney. Tt was
the 6--man team event, the that team that | had the preat honor of playing on.
consisted of Joe Hudson, Hal Perry, Don Cox. Leroy Iadford, Billy Mays and
mysell. (The toumament that Freddie is alluding to was the 1976 “World Team
Championships™ that were held at the fairgrounds in Longview. Washington,
Over 90 leams competed on 18 hoards over a two-week perod. And this ireat
California team brought home the gold! First Place.)
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When | first met Fred. { called him Fred Thurman. ¥or a couple of yeers |
didn't even realize there was such a parson &s Fred Thumann, He drank soft
drinks and dida’t say a whole lot. AL first, [ thought | could use him as arrow
in an archery contest, or maybe a javelin in the upcoming Olympic games.
Perhaps | could even ase him as a hat in baschall, or maybe 1 pointer, when
people needed directions 1 could just pick him up and guide thewm in the right
direction. Instéad, | decided to help him become = shuffleboard plever and
becomne his friend. Which, he has been for the ast forty years, '

| played so many sessions and tournaments with him that they seem o all run
wgether. We played a forty-hour sestion together. won a tourmament and
dido’t get paid (2 very sad siory). Played Billy Mavs and Curt all night in
Washinglon where we shol so good that the Canadisne bet $500.00 on the
outcome, and then came by the next moming to eollest their money. We
almost got theown put of the Sacramento Airpon for lagging guarters. ust
missed hitting a crop duster heading {0 Seattle. We walked the strests of
Tacoma drinking whiskey at six in the morning in preparation for an eight
o'clock match. We got removed from the bar on a trein heading 1o the Black
Cat in Portland Oregon, drove VW bug on a sidewalk in Lincoln Californin. |
watched Fred cry the fast two games in Longview Washingion while we wen
the team championship. One time [ even watched him light farts on fire a0
Costigans in Longview in front a packed house.

In other words. 1 have seen Fred's act — and 1t's # good one. He may he the
best entertainment the same has ever seen. Muyhe the best the game ever will
b=

But, the Fred | love and respect as a player and friend is a gentie and giving
man. As a player, he never gives up. You will alwayvs get 110% from Fred.,
You can trail by ten or twelve points and e is still rying 10 win, Ofall the
Lames we've played together, he has never, ever given my anything but
support - no matter how bad [ was playing. Believe me; we have won many
fimes over the years because his high regard for my gane and the sreat game
he brings to the table himself.

How wonderful to share forry vears of your Hfe with someone that ¥Ou enjoy
and respect so much. Congratulations Fred, couldn't happen to a beter marn.

Liowe you forever,
—Hal Penry

Long live the “Rar Pack™ #
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What can | say about the guy who has stuffed Just about anything you can think
of into every orifice he's got? How about Fred i< a man of cxceptional character,
has one of the best senses of humor I've ever been around, is ane of the best
board players on the planet and always makes me have a great time when he's
around.  What more can vou ask for. Wait a minata though, there is ane open
issue though. | romember one time when he stayed overnight in my motorhame
cutside the Dixie Belle after me, Bobby T and him tried 1o drink Les and Eileen
leorreel the names PLEASE if I'm wrong canse N go divectly to hell)-onl of
booze. Iwoke up and walked out (o the fromt and there was Fred sleeping on (he
sofi with a case of dog food on his chest. He looked like he was ponna die. and
I'm sure he was thinking thar dving would be an easicr way to so. Then he had
ta take & bus home for some reason | can't remember why, but it was better him
than me. Fred, | still wanna know what the hell you were frying to get my dog
Killer to do you sick son of a it Congratufations by the way.

—~Lany Paarson

Froddie.

Favorite Fred Thumann memory'?’? Got to be the April 2000 round robin at e
Sands Repeney. IF Fred bears Bobby V. and | cam get by Rick Boyer (needing
both sames) | po home with rwice the money and a tie with Bobly V. for
second, you plaved like a true champicn and | was ever so gracefall!! Opee
azain, Thank-you.

Congratulations Fred, being honored by your peers in a game/spori that you lova
is truly an honor. We're very happy for you and looking forward to being at the
President’s Day event and sharing in yourr indoction,

~Dan Hi

“lust Freddis™

I say “Just Freddie™, because thal's who he js. What you see is what you get
with Freddie. He is always himsclf, He is a fun loving, yet serious. sensitive,
compassionate man. He has a heart as big as all ouldoors and a sense of humor
w along with it. Freddie and Lois are two of my favorite people and 1 fiel
blessed 1o have their friendship.

Freddie is-an excellent choice to represent California in the Hall of Fame.
Congratulations my friend.

Love,

—-Michelle Foran




many yoars, Your "enthusiasm” during loarmaments is weil documented.
Your Friend,
~-Karl Spickeimicr

[ first met Fred in 1967, at the Sierra Club in Auburn. California. Hal Perrv and
myself had been hearing about Fred from Aubum, so off we drove in hopes of
finding a Shuffleboard game. We not only found a game, | found & Frisnd for
life. On that day we became Best friends and remain so to this day.

We played almast every weekend, trying to improve our game. One year every
weekend except Christmas.  We felt our wives deserved a break, we hoth
divorced shortly thereafier,

We played our first tournament together in Yuba City at the Dowiers Cliub, Our
Calcuita yold for Twenty dollars and we played like ©'  That was al] Fred
needed, from that day on Fred worked on his game harder than anvone Uve sver
seen, e became one of the best players 1o have ever plaved the game.  T'wo
great hands, fierce competitor and over all sreas guy.

There is no one more deserving than Freddy T. to be in the Caulifornia
Shuffleboard Hall of Fame,

(sreat Player

Great G_w_r

Great Friend

~Joe Hudson
Sacraments ' Rat Pack™

Fred Thumann's induction in the CSHF is very deserving. He has been u great
player & friend for many years. Congrats Freddie.

=Hich Warren




Freddie Thumann is one of the grentest doubles shuffleboard players of all time, He
can defend and control the hammer better than anyone, He hus also shown lis
superb ability in singles having won major tournaments in Vegns and cloewhere, 1o
is & very deserving inductee into the Callfornia Shufflsboard Hall of Fame.

Freddie, it s obvious that this honor is @ resylt of your never-ending support of
the game und your abilities as one of the top professional shuffleboard players,
Thanks 10 you for your always enlightening stories and your terrific sense of
humer. You make shuffleboard fumn. Congratulations! !

--Dan and Jane Mourzos

Frad has been & great supporter of shufflehoard since hefire | met Him abow 70
vears agn in Marysville where he was the auctioneer for the Memaorial Day and
Labar 134y toornaments, He has beena ereat promioter of the same: | have seen him
n Temeeula, Downey, Las Vegas and Reno where he has played and supportid the
game. | sm sure he has been to other places that T hive not bees I,

Lois, thanks for letting him ron Joose. We have weally enjoyed his seriousnass,
Congratulztions Fred. it is well dessrvsd.

~Hob Brunskill

I met Fred while we were setting up in Reno, Fred came over & imrodvced himsall &
luter introdnced me 0 Lot From thal Gmis on Fred was always the st o come &
make me welcome. | fvel Frod & | became very close fiiends without playvine or
partying fogether, he was always there trving to help me sctting up the scorchoards,
mast of the time we just talked, | have the greatest respect for Fred as a friend & plaver
& congratulaie him on getting inte the Hall of Fume, as he deserves, Most people don't
know how hard Freddie works for other people so they can have a gond Toumey.
"Thanks freddie for being my friend”

--Crordfie Smith

Ireddie Thumann - what can't one say aboot him. [ mes this man siv years ago,
my first year working the Reno fournament, and we hit it ofF from day ane -
literally. Had to body-slam his ass o #et him to see things my way, bt
whatever works. Freddie is s true gentleman. | have the utmosi respect for him
s o person and as a great shuffleboard player. He is onc of the ones that make
shuffleboard what it is today. Wish | could be there 1o say this in person bui
simee | can't, Freddie, vongratulations and | lave ya

--Kathy Vingst




I first saw Fred Thumann in Tacoma ih about 1983, He announced lo everyon.
that he and Hal Perry were going to win that tournament. [ thought he was Towd
and obnoxious. It wasn't until a couple of years later that [ started to get to
lenevw the real Fred, '

During tournamonts in California, we hung out together a bit mnre, talking ahout
each others families just as moch as shufReboard.

Later we helped set-up tournaments together.  First for the PUSA with A
Stewart and then in Reno for the Shuffleboard Federation. You could alwivs
count on Freddy o show up on me w work, oo oatier what be'd been duing
the night before, and stay as long as needed. Uyve missed that the lust 2 yeurs in
Rena.

But what T really miss is seeing Loty and bim al the various tournaments in
California and competing against him and the other *Rat Packers” like we used
to. ve always considersd him one ofthe bedt in the State,

So congratulations Fred, Evie and | are looking forwird to spending some tiny
with you ugain,

--Bill Maxwell

[ Rob Kern, aka the bracketman, would like to say a few wonds regarding my
friend Freddie Thumann. A more fun guy, YOU CANNOT FIND. A guy mome
willing to pitch in and help, YOU CANNOT FIND. A man who loves
his family more, YOU CANNOT FIND, A man to start 4 pissed off bracker
YOU CAN FIND, OFf all the tournaments T have ever been a part of, the prssed
off bracket tourney is one [ will never forgel. To be able to get 74 players to sign
up for 25 cents, to throw one weight and expect me to hold up a $7000
tournament so they don't miss there chance at all the quarters, is only one of the
thinge that make Freddic special, So in conclusion | say to my rapking in the
nose and ears huddy. The induction couldn’t happen to a aicer guy. [ only wish 1
could be there to enjov it with you.

--fob Kem

B e

[ have known Freddie for several vears, Many vedrs 2go Freddie and 1 bad a
difference of opinion. The issue simmered for some time because of the distasice
we tive and play apart. When wi [inally saw esach other we settled the 1ssue and
partied ali aight. § consider Freddie a great shuffleboard associate, player, and
promoter. An honor very well deserved. My only regrel is 1 hayve oot Geured out
Iow i attend the induction, which is geing 1o be a great party,

--Larry Creakbaum
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| first met Freddie at a Tournament at the Dixle Belle {19%4-8573. 1 believe hy
was sleeping under Board One when | first noticed him. Needless to say, Lois
wash't with him that trip. T have always found it fascinating that one can tell
whether Lois has accompanied Freddie or not by your initial sighting of him,
Either with or without Lois on hand, Freddv has always been = weloome
additien 1o any tournament ['ve ever been involved with. They just don't come
mch more helpful or fim than Freddic.

--Chiris Brown

Freddic and 1ois have been greal supporiers of The Board Talk gnd have been
- dredt frends o us both.. be it The Board Talk business and/or personally since
we ook over this task from George and Donna Wilber in [ecember 2000,
Freddic s 5 great plaver and promoter of shuffleboard and, more importanty,
% sincere caring friend 1o all. When Freddie learned thai | {Lynda) had besn
diagnosed with bresst cancer in January 2002, he immediately catled and
tilked 10 me fir more than an hour.  After wlking to him, my spirits were
lifted. Freddie has such a preat ourlook on life and his positive sttiiude i 4
biessed wall. We wish we conld be there personally at his most deserving
California Hall of Fame induction, but we will there in heart. Congratulations
Freddis!

—Lynda & Tom French, The Board Talk Fditors/Publishers

Freddic Thumann's vears of experience and level of play has earned him [he
Tecopnition 1o be nominated and inducted into the Californis Shuffleboard
Hall of Fame. The noticeshie qualities Freddie has are his COMMBSSION, Draise
and encouragement that he gives 1o evurvone, and his crazy anlics are sure to
AMUSE

—Jolene Lembke
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Fred Thumann {52 good friend of mine and richiv deserves induction inlo the
CRHOF Fred his been one of the top players in California for as long 5« 1
can remember. 1 vividly remember o matvh at the POS A, towney in Las
Vegas some years apo. Fred wes teamed with the incomparble Rilly Muya
Fred made o fantastic freehand shor tha: bastcaliv won the mawh wd the
doubles victory. T rethersber so well because Jim Aitis and T were on the fosing
omd of it

Fred has unbounded cothusiasm for owr game snd will gladly voluierr his
emergy whénever aceded. [oonsider Fred a troe friend and belieove that he has 2
nf the hest baads in our game.

Congre Frod, your friend,
s=-Darro] Melson

[ have known Freddie for 23 years. There is na guestion ghout hiv shility as a
piayer, Bl Melton and | have plaved countless mateles dgninet Freddie gind hiv
good friends and parwers Hal Perry and Joe Hudson.  He iy a tireless promoter
of the game and 3 friend w all. His dedication o friends and family e
uncqualked, passing up many townaments and neglectng his own heaith 0 take
care of his il family.

I've never plaved against a plaver who loves this game more. 'm privileged o
have known Freddie and his induction inte the Hall of Fame is well deserved
andd lemy sverdue,

—David Willzsms S
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I have played with and against Freddie for more years than § can recall and have
heen impressed by his ability but more impressed by his honar, sporsmanshsp
and kindeess.

While he 13 cocentric and some would even say weird, le has endeared himseir
tor all swho have come in contact with this wonderful and gentle person.

I shall always recall @ toumament & the “Corporate Tmage™ attended hy players trom
aoross Amenica. Freddie showed up and played the entire tournament with napkins
protruding from both ears. Mot of ss knew that he manched o4 different drimier
but same of the Texas folk did not know how & fke hin By the zad of the
temaneni these Dl were won overand actumily cheermg himan,

There could aot be 3 more deserving inductee and [ offer my heart-felt
congratulations.

~Tiabby Williams, Fort Worth, Texas
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The first Pro tournament | saw was about 1990 a1 TGS in Sane Clara, ABhough
| had not started playing yet | had waiched some of the locals during thedr Friday
night monay games, Little did | know thet it wasn't encugh 1o prepare me for the
arrival of Fraddis and the rest of the traveling gang.

Beyand the never ending chatter usually fallowed by erowd laughter the one
thing | alearly remiémber gbout Freddie was how focusad he became during eacl)
of his shots, Tealso appeared toome that his mame wad defense and shat e didn'|
miss gny shots: When | staried to play 1 ried a similar approach and realizel in o
short while just how difficull that task is to “always" hit all weight inall places
tet alone to have FUN between cach shot with-anvene willing 1o inin in

One of my most favorite memories (and | do lave g lot of them with Freddie) s
during a doubles toumament at Blinksy's in Santa Clava in the late 90's when he
was George Camaro's "delensive partmer . During the semi findls somchow the
nammer got swapped to Freddie's end in the 3rd and deciding game with the
score 14-12 the opponents favor. Freddic lupged a winning 7 with the game
weight on the board 1o allow them 1o go to the finals. Ml never [orze Froddie
rumming down the board and jumping on Gearge, they rolled around on the Roor
tike tweo 10 year olds hasking in the wlory. 1 (o shared in that moment whil
being in the spectator seetion. Trulv & memarahle occasion

—Chris Was

& Chris,

I like the stary... thoegh I Ood it really. really hard o believe tha
Freddie would do anything like that (Pm referring w lagging a 5
nol riliing on the foor),

--Eddie Brayman

i first me: Freddic at a tournament in Temeculn, CA. | was not sure how 1o take
this man at first, but after getting to know him over the Jast twenty plus vears, |
have come to find Fred to be very sincere, honest, fun and & real party animal,
He makes me laugh and this is good {or ones soul, Freddie is a ligle bav in a
grown man’s body and ! hope he never grows up for 1 am looking forward to
many more good tmes with him and ebjoyving the laughter,

Congratuiations Fred on your induction into the CSHF, You are cértainly most
deserving,

My Best To You,

-=Jlm Marlin




1) Fred Thumann, Fob Kerm. and Ciary George
entertained ihe crowd at ihe. 2001 NASE Rero lotimarment and aciuafly
recaived $20 in tips inal they donsated 1o ihe TSA Naiicnal Hafl'af Fama!
‘Bovs, are these frichs an YOUF FEELIma 7

Now. Jana Moligos asks
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One of the most colorful players in the game - there are many stories about
Fred. Some are true and some are whoppers, but always interesting. What a
character!

Fred us truly a great pro player, a serious player and a tough competiter who
has many wins over the vears, Many more to come, Fred.

For about 30 vears | have known Fred Thumann and he has always been a
friend and a fine person. [ any honored 1o have Fred as one of my very hest
{riends.

Vickie and I congratulate wou Fred on your induction into the California
Shuffleboard Hall of Fame. A most deserving honor for-a most deserving

parson,
o Ral Pack (Fred isa chatter meamber),

=-Bob Hunt

| was glad to see thet Fred Thumsan is being inducted mto the California
Shuffiebomrd Hall of Fame, Thoush we've been opponenis for the mast part, aver
the vears, | consider him a good friend. He is 4 greal plaver and competitor, but
also has a wartn and caring heart. [v's baen a plzasure to know Fred.

--[ouz Buhi

[ mer Fred in the earty seventies at the Auburn Club i Auburn, AL where |
started playing on their leapue. We became riends right away, Fred is more
than just & friend; Donma and 1 consider him "family®. Fred has given & ot to
the game of shufficboard. With 2 good hands and a persenality 1oo. e
always knew how to get things jumping at a touwrnament, ¢ was the best
auctioneer. There is no one better than Fred a suctioning off the players.
Frod has been in the game long enoush to know all the "whe's who" and how
to zet everyone involved in the auction. He can be fumny and sincers, Fred
became a top player the old fashion way, by working his way up the renks,
playing the best, Fred has been a grear friend and player. We played in many
tournaments together: Thanks Fred for all those "2nd's'" and "Fred stories™.
CONGRATULATIONS on yvour induction... vou-deserve it!|

Rat Pack Brother,

—Dionny Cox

If Freddie’s not playing in a crowd he’s aperfect and gentle man.
~Paul Parks




Freddis,

You wre u iruly desedving of voor indughon o the Califormia Shulfieaoart
sl of Fame a2 hath a STONENT AN o plﬁ}-‘c.'l‘. Your oadless promoton aod
support of the game and s players 18 well known throughont the - lehoard
vemmunity. Both you and Lois aze the mest loving, carinp. and giving pespls
with hearts tigeer than the game itself, and lust for [ifs thit knows oo becnds
The wozd “NO™ has uevor besn in vour vooahplary,  TF apvine necded
arything. vou have gone out of your way & provide it You'rs tie Grats poes
f dall whed somegne noeds help znd that slooe brings 3 beacon of lipht inta
their lives. You wifl gever know how mich your frisudship hus meant o hoth
Tim and me We sre blessed to be mciuded n your never-cating coole of
frictide :

Yo are slio the craziest person T have eber had the plessure of kmovang and
wOu brigg 1t out in e which- & more than a litie seary. Demenled is another
word that comes to tnind. what athir nro would sek 3 2t plaver o play in
the pro. doubles in Benel Bul you did, and what 3 did for = mame ol sy
comnidauce o my game, I will be erernally grateful for, | eonld novel wast e
# better pariner, wud it was maore than fus, it was probabity file bt s T heve
ever had playing the geme, OF course T was Black and blge fir s weok afier
bud it weas well worth it 2 your syes | couid be wrvnt and in oy eved voean

You do need 10 curb your harchramed notions, jike when win il e we
wauld play 45 partners at the NASC in Reno every vear m the oo divisiom
il we swon QL was unbeliovebly considesate. unselsh msgheind
iueiligent, slupid of you. And the prool in hat 15 that you haye uot been back
ta Remivs sivice. Plezge come back. | promise not i hold Vot e vour pronisEe,
The gume can't afford to lose someons like vou. You have po idid how much
youand | o are messed ot these eventd. You make everything fur. | wish far
boti of you heaith and beppiness for 1i%e.

Wards can say so little when someone cares so much. ... Love you...

—Lotraine {aka Hovicane ) Tilson
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"Sweethearts of Shufffeboard” —.

Ireddie infroguced we fo the game of shuffieboard twenty pears aze, af the
Ace gf Clubs in Marysville, CA, (first place ke ever took me), 5 wos not the
clite spod of Mavysville, but is where the action was.

That's where I met the majority of the players — the friendlicst peaple, frowm
alf waiky of life, and though P've never played the gume, ey welcomed me
Into their shuffeboard “family™.

It hax hesn guite an adventure — Exciting waiching Freddie plap, win or
fose - watehing all of the players — and every tournament seeing friends we
see all ivo seidem,

Exkausting — tie loie hours — helping Freddie promote the game, with
fevers, lots emd Jots of phowe calls, making banners for diffevent
fourngments, efc.  When we weren’t working of eur day jobs, we were
promoting tfie game and enjoying every moment of ii.

It has been v renl pleasure working with people like Jerry and Skarowm
Milier at the Ace of Clubs; Paul Weber, Foe Munly, Kari Spichelusier, 4!
Stevwart and Bl Maowell in Las Vegas; and Joha McDermott and kis crew
in Rems. (We've missed the last two pears and we really miss ).

Ui of st most memorable times was when Freddis and Erie Walman won
the doubles &t the Ace of Clubs. Erie, @ very guist gentleman, lierally
turped infe 6 Freddie when they won,

Anotiser twme was when Freddie and Bifly Mave won the deubies in Las
o Fegas — hoating ond some really rongh reams,

Phe firse Ladies tournament in Livermore, CA was really an enjoyabls time.
The lndles were great.

Fredgie, I'm so prowd of your accomplishmenis in sinfficbeard and in fife.
Love you.
Leis
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OFFICIAL RULES
Western Shuffle Board Company

MANER OF OME OF THE WOELD'S ANEST SHUGFEBOARDS
AU - 154 COURT ™07 TAGUMM i, WARHINGTON

SESYRPACING WAXES AND SUFFLIES

Two Players - - 15 points
Four Players - - 21 points itivan: BF StORING
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How Play with 4 Phloyems nrie
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DESIGNED AND PUBLISHED WITH LOVE
FOR A VERY SPECIAL FRIENT
WHO TOUCHES THE LIVES OF EVERYONE HE MEETS

Lorraine Bingham-Olson
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