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Frisco Eddie's Revenge: 
The Return 

A series by Balboa Ron Schweikert 
Lus Vegas, Nevada 

Bob was telling his stories about the "Good Old Days" 
of shuffleboard. He had finished his tale about a meeting 
between "Kid Spooks" and the "Masked Marvel," which 
tmt @ice in Hnllywmd, C&fomia, hack in 1950. He 
was about to begin his second story, where the "Game of 
the Century" was about to take place. The game matched 
up Kid Spooks with the best player in the West, whose 
name was "L.A. Larry." The game took place at a tavern 
called "Harnbones" in Lynwood, California. The year was 
1952. 

Bob continued: "Like I said, it was a Saturday night, 
and Spooks walked in the tavern -- and found L.A. Larry. 
The usual action was taking place on the board, but the 
players gave up the table so they could witness this long- 
awaited game. After the "small-talk" ended, the game was 
just about underway. They had agreed to play for $100 
(which was like $1,000 in today's money). The board was 
all set up, but just as L.A. Larry was about to flip the 
coin for the hammer, Spooks said: 'By the way, you know 
that the game is off, of course, unless we play by 'Eastern 
rules."' Bob then explained: "Now, Eastern rules meant 
that the game would be played to 50 points, and a four 
counted as a three, a three a two, and a duece equalled 
one point. Larry looked Spooks in the eye, and said: 
'O.K., I'll play be your rules. Hell, I can beat you even if 
we played on a cellar door!"' 

Then Bob went on: "Finally, the stake was up, the side 
bets made, and the game was on. Now, a 50-point game 
took a long time to play, as they played by the keep-the- 
hammer rules back in those days. So after about 45 
minutes, the score was 21 to 18 in Spooks' favor. You 
could hear a pin drop in Hambones that night. The 
concentration by the players -- and the crowd -- was 
totally intense. Then the tide began to turn as Larry 
started to catch on to the different rules. He actually 
began to pull ahead! The final score was 50 to 38, with 
L.A. Larry the winner. Kid Spooks had never been beaten 
like that before and, as Larry went over to pick up the 
stake, Spooks walked out the door. It was over in one 
game!" 

Then Bob began one more story about L.A. Larry: 
"This session took place in Coos Bay, Oregon, and Larry 
was playing a fellow called 'Slim Dolan.' Slim was a 
pretty good shooter, you see, but he was no match for 
Larry. Slim had agreed to play for $50 a game. Larry 
was slaughtering old Slim. It was so bad that after 

several hours of play, Larry was ahead 33 straight 
games! At the end of the 33rd game, one of Lany's 
sidekicks (whose handle was 'Freddie, the Dane') took 
Larry aside and said: 'Look, if you don't let this guy win 
at least ONE game, he's gonna quit you!' So Larry took 
his advice and 'dumped' the next game. What happens 
then is that Slim takes the $50 from Lmy and says: 'I'm 
gonna quit you now, Larry. I just wanted to be able to 
say I beat you ... one game! Hell, I had $1500 left in my , 

bankroll!"' After the laughter died down, Bob added: "I'm +', 
telling you, though, it was a real experience to watch the 
,.., &,.m 
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years, he was not only the 'Best in the West,' he was the 
Best in the World!" 

Then Lil got in on the action, and said that she had 
one, too. She began: "I'm going to tell you a true story 

(continued on Page 2 

Take Your Best Shot! 

Gametime has taken the best in 
shuffleboard and made it better! 
We've added an improved scoring 
system and pin-gate to make this table 
perfect for any location. And, it's 
offered in six lengths -- 12', 14', 16', 
18'. 20 ' and 22'. 

OTHER FEATURES 
INCLUDE: 

w poly-resin coated 
olavina surface 
 ink furniture fink 
Revolutionary 
scoring system 
Optional light kit 

W e  refinish all brands of shuffleboards. Call 
us for details. 

GAMETIME 
7100 Burns, North Richland Hill, Texas 7611; 

817-284-3499 FAX 817-595-1 506 
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Frisco Eddie's Revenge: 
The Return (continued from Page 19) 

about a man who actually DIED from playing shuffle- 
board!" Eddie gave her a look of humerous disbelief and 
said: "We better have another round; we're gonna need it 
for this one!" 

Lil assured them that this was a true account; and, 
after the drinks arrived, she began her tale.. . . 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Don't miss the next issue for Lil's 
story about the man who died from playing shuffle- 
board. Balboa Ron has done a lot of research on his 
stories ofpast "hustlers" and while the names may be 
fictitious, the happenings are actual and are based on 
his interviews with people who were on the scene or had 
a good 'Ifirst-hand" knowledge of the events. 

urney Talk (continued from P a p  8) 

whether you're flying into the Sea-Tac Airport or driving. 
Over $2,000 will be added to the pot for this big event 

and whether you win or not, you'll be guaranteed a gcwd 
time at this "reunion." Drawings for prizes will be held, 
courtesy of printed program advertisers which, at this 
point in time, include: Old Edison Inn, Edison, Washing- 
ton; Sports Plaza Tavern, Everett, Washington (they are 
offering 2 for 1 drink and food specials for shufilers who 
bring in their printed program with them); Port Angela 
Distributors and Budweiser, Port Angeles, Washington; 
United Distributors, Port Angeles, Washington; and The 
Board Talk, Lansing, Michigan. Hopefully, more will be 
joining the list before we go to press with that program. 
This will be a real keepsake with the winners of every 
shufflers' reunion tournament since 1985 listed. See how 
many autographs you can get while you're here! 

So you don't win on the boards or in the drawings'? 
You11 still go home a winner with Bill and Sandee's 
famous seafood buffets on Saturday and Sunday -- 
FREE! Check the enclosed flyer for tournament details, 
lodging information, and other Whistling Oyster ameni- 
ties. Questions? Call Bill Bailey at 206-7659508,3436 
or 341 1. 

(Editor's Note: We've heard some "grumblings" about 
The Shufleboard Federation staging their North 
American Championships so close to this event. Let w 
assure you that before that decision was made, Federa- 
tion oflicials communicated with Bill and us. It was a 
mutual agreement that neither tournament would suffer 
as a result of that scheduling. Both were setsfar enough 
in advance so those who could only participcrte in one 
would have time to make a decision, and those who knd 
the time and resources to participate in both could make 

their travel arrangements accordingly. Both events offer 
thc~ir own unique attractions, both have a record of good 
participation, and both, we're convinced, will be suc- 
cc?.s.~ld) 

Summertime Tournament at Dew Drop Inn, 
Waterloo, New York, July 28-31 

The friendly Fridley Family invites you to participate 
in their Summertime Tournament at the Dew Drop Inn, 
37 Virginia St., Waterloo, New York, On July 28-31. 
Action starts on Thursday night with $5 and $10 round 
robins. The open singles, $20 per person, is schd- id  f ~ r  
Fricxiay, with a mixed doubles, $20 per team, and Draw 
partners, $10 per person, on Saturday, and the bring 
partner event on Sunday, $30 per team. 

Entries are limited and tournaments at this site are 
usually sell-outs, so use the enclosed reservation form to 
save your spot. 

A popular feature of the Fridley's tournaments is 
Elsie's open buffets, served to all participants. The Dew 
Drop Inn has four well-maintained boards. 

For information, call the Dew Drop Inn, 3 15-539- 
1346, or Doug Jr. at 539-0256. 

Sharon Maxwell Memorial Fund 
Under very tragic circumstances, California shuffler 

Billy Maxwell's former wife, Sharon Lee, was killed on 
March 26, leaving two children, Jamie and Nicholas, ages 
7 and 4, motherless. Donations are being sought for a 
fund which was established to help Jamie and Nicholas. 

Donations may be mailed to: The Sharon Lee Maxwell 
Fund, c/o Pacific Coast Shuffleboard Association, P.O. 
Box 8 143, Bellflower, CA 90706, or The Sharon Lee 
Maxwell Fund, Great Western Bank, 27450 Ynez Rd., 
Suite 100, Temecula, CA 92591. 

The PCSA will be sponsoring a benefit tournament for 
Billy and Sharon's children in the near future. Watch 
future issues for details. 

Agonizing about what 
to get Dad for 
Father's Day? 

How about a subscription 
to 

The Board Talk! 

Call 51 7-371-2538 and we'll send the 
June issue along with your Father's Day 

greeting! 


