
Published Monthly by Tom & Lynda French 
1271 0 Red Deer Pass, Austin, TX 78729-6436 

The 2003 Holiday Open was a resounding success with a Pros to promote the sport to the newer players. Many of the 
record registration of 209 Shufflers with 101 of those placing 
in the money. Thanks to all who attended. We were very 
proud of all the players making their 1st trip to the Open. 
We were especially proud of the fact that we had so many 
3s and 4s competing in their first major tournament. We had 
56 Threes and 36 Fours. These people are the future of 
Shuffleboard and we will continue to promote events catering 
to these players. 

With 35 boards, play moved fast and we kept very close 
to schedule getting 14 events in 5 112 days. Thanks to 
Champion Shuffleboard fortheir30 boards, Shuffleboard 
Federation for the wax and the silicone, Replay 
Amusements for 4 boards, juke box, games and Omni 
Logistics for their sponsorship. 

During the week play was very competitive, highlighted by 
an excellent battle between Darrol Nelson and Dan Hitt for 
the Pro Singles World Championship. Darrol won after 
double dipping Dan (last years Champion). Once again the 
6 Man Draft event was a favorite. Most of the Pros attending 
were captains and did a great job guiding their teams and 
helping the new players. What a great opportunity for the 

3s and 4s joined in on the Bring Partner add to 6 andthe 4 
Person Team add to 12 events. 

Once again the New Years Eve Party was a smash hit. - 

Great bar, food, music and dancing. The cucumbers were 
passed (a Holiday Open ritual), a few tables had women 
dancing on them and several tequila runs to the parking lot . 
made for a fun night. 

A tournament of this size takes a lot of hard work. 
Fortunately we have a great staff and volunteers that make 
this tournament possible. The 30 boards were unloaded and 
assembled December23rd. Unloading, placing, assembling 
and adjusting 30 boards is no minor task. Did you know 
that each board consists of 4 legs, 8 adjustable feet, 2 
cradle halves, center section 1 scoreboard and the 500# 
board itself as well as 16 bolts nuts and washers and power 
cords for assembly? This year we used a laser to set the 
ends on all of the boards and experimented with a new 
device developed by James Cummings and built by Gary 
Pearson to help set the climatic adjusters. Between the 
23rd and 26th all of the boards were adjusted by 10 
players and were ready for play. 

We have a crew of 5 that helped run the desk taking care 
of registrations, entries, sponsor sales and payouts. Two 
auctioneers ran the sales with help from several spotters. 
Three people helped run the bracket boards during the 
week. Two ran our pari-mutuel sales. Every morning we had 
a man cleaning and vacuuming the boards and another 
preparing the wax and putting it out on all the tables. During 
the week we had 8 waitresses working for tips only serving 
the players. After the tournament and the party, 8 volunteers 
disassembled the boards and loaded them onto the trucks. 
Without the staff, volunteers, and players the Holiday Open 
could not operate. --Reported by: James Cumrnings 
[HHO 2003 event details and photos continued on Page 61 

(Houston Holiday Open 2003 Con% on Page 6) 
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News and Eews from The World of Shuffleboard 

Shufflers ' Notebook 

A~oloav: 
I want to extend my apologies to John McDermott, the 

staff and participants of the 2003 NASC tournament in Reno. 
It is entirely my fault that you have not seen the outcome 
published in the Boardtalk. I took the majority of pictures of 
participants and winners for John, and put them on a CD 
after the tournament to send to him for his article on the 
event. The first CD is floating around somewhere in Post 
Office heaven. When John didn't receive it, he called and 
asked that I send him another so he could send the article in 
for last months issue. When he called, I said no problem 
and promised to get it to him right away. Unfortunately, from 
the time he called and I got home from work, I forgot about it. 
To my chagrin, it was a week or so later when I found the 
note I had made to myself, and immediately burnt the CD 
and went to the Post Office and sent it Overnight mail to 
him. Upon returning home from work that day, John, as if 
reading my mind has sent a follow-up e-mail that same day 
inquiring about the pictures. I replied that I had overnighted 
them to him that same day. John did receive the CD of 
pictures, but due to the rolling blackout I suffered, (I can no 
longer call it a senior moment), he did not receive them until 
the day before they had to be to Lynda be published in last 
months issue of the Boardtalk. I did not get them to him 
with enough turn-around-time for him to forward them on to 
Lynda for inclusion in the February 2004 issue. 

John, being the man that he is, immediately sent Lynda 
a note for inclusion in the past two issues. The note I am 
alluding to, published in the January and February 2004 
issues of Boardtalk, and was a personal apology from John 
to everyone for the results of the NASC Tournament not yet 
being published. 

-- 
Your subscription EXPIRATION 

the back cover (top of your address line.) 
Please use the FORM inside back cover to 

renew TIMELY to avoid missing any issues 
and to report CHANGE OF ADDRESS! 

(See Page 14 & Back Cover for more details) 

For all of you who have been eagerly awaiting the article 
for the last two months and were upset and/or angry that 
they had not yet been published, please know that the 
b!ame f w  this fs!!s cemp!ete!y en my ~heu!c!ers, net Iehn's. 
I take full responsibility, and offer my sincere apologies to 
him and all the participants of the tournament for the 
untimely delay of the article with pictures documenting their 
well-earned and hard fought victories. 

A S~ec ia l  Thank You: 

I would also like to express my thanks to John 
McDermott and commend him for his outstanding job in 
putting on the 2003 NASC Tournament. It turned out to be 
not only fantastic (as it always is), but also a very 
memorable time for Jim and me thanks to him. For those of 
you who do not know, and those of you who didn't know we 
were not, Jim and I were married at the Chapel of the Bells in 
Reno the day before start of the NASC. It was a last minute 
decision and we only made the Chapel reservations the day 
before the wedding. It was going to be casual with just the 
two of us. John upon hearing that we were going to get 
married (finally) quietly went about letting others know and 
reserving enough vans and taxi's to take everyone to the 
wedding. He even stopped off on the way to the wedding 
chapel (and got stranded, you'll have to hear the story from 
him) to buy me flowers. What was going to be a memorable 
event, turned out to be a very, very special moment in time 
and a memory that I will cherish and carry with me always. 
To be surrounded by my friends when I took my wedding 
vows was a very special moment in my life and I want to 
thank those of you who were there for sharing it with both 
Jim and I. Your attendance and your friendship mean a lot 
to both of us. I also want to thank Eddie Brayman, my 
"Man of Honor" for standing beside me in this and in all 
things. And lastly, and with all my heart, thank you John. I 
am truly blessed, your friendship and kindness are 
something I will treasure forever. (continued on page 3) 

(Shufflers' Notebook ... Continued on Page 3) 
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(Shufflers' Notebook ... Continued From Page 2) 

(EDITORS' COMMENT: Continued from Column I...) 
As we stated in the February 2004 issue (page 30), we want 

to try as many bi-monthly issues in 2004 (when feasible to do 
so) to enable us to evaluate the cost difference on printlmail 
costs of monthly versus bi-monthly, hoping to enable us to keep 
the current 2003 subscriber and advertiser rates unchanged in 
2004 (without any 2004 rate increases). However, it is not 
feasible to report two major tournaments along with additional 

NASC 2003 - A  Well Orchestrated Tournament 

Jehn l?llcDerrmtt is the cmsummate host of one of the 
biggest if not the biggest tournament of the year. Putting on 
a small tournament is an enormous undertaking, which 
those of us who have done, can attest to. To put on a 
tournament the size that the NASC has grown to be, to 
dedicate the incredibly huge amount of time and hard work 
that is needed, to worry endlessly that everything has been 
done, to insure it runs smoothly and without incident, to 
handle all the minute details, delays and last minute 
changes, not to mention the headaches and sometimes 
heartaches that go along with job, and to continue to do this 
year after year, is unimaginable feat. It takes a person of 
enormous character and work etiquette to take on a 
responsibility of this magnitude, a person whose dedication 
is driven by a love of the game and the players, and that 
person is John McDermott. John and his staff, the many 
people in front of and behind the scenes, who give of their 
personal time and energy, did an outstanding job of it again 
this year. They are to be commended. Without them, and 
others like them around the country this game that we love 
so much would be a thing of the past. 

K e e ~  UD the aood work. it is amreciated: 

As we start the new year, I would like to say a special 
thanks to all the tournament directors and their staffs who do 
such a great job and sometimes thankless job, to Ron and 
Debbie Bowers for the Bowers Ratings, to Tom and Lynda 
French and Champion for the Boardtalk, to the TSA and 
state Halls of Fame for keeping the memories, and all of 
those who sponsored, supported, and donated their hard 
earned money and/or time to this great sport of ours, and to 
Mahlon Nobles who has starting the ball rolling in 2004. Its 
time to get involved in one way or another, to give back to 
the sport that we all get so much out of, together we can 
keep it alive and growing.. . --Lorraine Olson (aka Hurricane) 

[EDITORS' COMMENT: Lorraine, thanks for your note and 
followup emails to us on the NASC results. Since we do not 
have the NASC report (as of Feb. 15th), but do have the HHO 
2003 tournament report, we are featuring the Houston Holiday 
Open 2003 tournament in this issue and hope to be able to 
feature the NASC 2003 tournament in the April 2004 issue (if we 
get the report and photos from John McDermott by March 10th) 
and then report the Board Talk Open results in the May 2004 (or 
MayIJune 2004 if a bi-monthly looks feasible by the April 10th 
deadline for a May issue submission) versus doing the planned 
bi-monthly "test" issue for a MarchlApril 2004 issue. 

(Continued in Column 2) 

tournament reports into one bi-monthly issue. In addition, 
Florida had an urgent message to get out to players regarding 
their two March 2004 tournaments having a last minute change 
in locationlestablishmentlcity of where their two tournaments are 
being held (see page 4, column 1 for Florida tournament details 
and change of location where the two tournaments are now 
going to be held). 

Since we have a number of advertisers and subscribers who 
, 

did not get current by year end 2003 (and some still are not 
current with a large number of subscribers being dropped in 
2003) and our cost of operations and printinglmailing does 
increase annually, we want to try as many "bi-monthly test 
issues" during 2004 as possible to enable us to evaluate the 
"bi-monthly" concept and whether it will help us to maintain our 
current advertiser and subscriber rates. Many thanks to you 
(Lorraine) and other reporters who keep us apprised of their 
submission plans, as it helps us to plan accordingly. 

Unfortunately, we were unable to try a bi-monthly issue for 
MarchIApril 2004 due to delayed reporting of the NASC major 
tournament (and not wanting to put two major tournaments into 
one bi-monthly issue) and a critical situation in Florida where . 
they have had to make a last minute change in location of their 
two March tournaments where they needed a means to 
communicate the location change in this March issue. Hopefully 
we will be able to try a "bi-montly test issue" for MayIJune 2004. 
Reminder to Subscribers: Be sure to thank all the Board Talk 
tournament directors and reporters who do their reports and 
photos on their own time without compensation. Be patient when 
you think something isn't being reported timely, as we all try the 
besf we can wifh fhe limited time and resources that we have to 
work with. -- Thanks, Tom & Lynda French, Editors] 

CLASSIFIED ADS: 

BUSINESSOPPORTUNITY 
BAR AND RESTAURANT 

LOTS OFSHUFFLEBOARD 

I 
Master Healer of 
Unlimited Reiki 
Laser Reiki 

Cosmic Energetic Healing P 
Rev. David B. Amdt 

6038 S Bell St 
Tacoma, WA 98408 

253-474-7889 
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Nebraska 

5th ANNUAL O'HAROLDs 
HAROLD'S BAR 
OMAHA, NE 
MARCH 12-14, 2004 

The "5th Annual O'Harold's St. Patrick's Day tournament 
will be held at Harold's Bar, 8558 Blondo St., Omaha, 
Nebraska (ph#: 402-391-6313) on March 12-14,2004. 

It stsrts with a 4-Persar! Team Draff on Friday at 6om 
($20/player entry; Draft begins at 5pm; top rated players are 
captains; matches are 2 out of 3 games). O ~ e n  Doubles 
on Saturdav at 7 ~ m  ($1 00lteam entry; 15 pt game, 2 of 3 
games in winner bracket; 21 pt single game in loser 
bracket). Handica~  Doubles on Saturdav at 7 ~ m  ($501 
team entry; 15 pt game, Single game1Double Elimination, 
Max. Neg. 3 spot, no players rated better than a '2' . 

There will be door prizes, drink specials and food and 
$1,000 Added Money (based upon max. entries). There will 
also be Bonus $$ for out-of-state entries finishing in the top 
three of any event. For more information, See Flyerlnsert In 
the February 2004 issue, or contact Jim Payne at 402-697- 
9956or402-676-4827. 

3RD ANNUAL BOARD TALK OPEN 
VFW POST#5076 
GARLAND, TX 
MARCH 26-APRIL 4,2004 

The 3rd Annual Board Talk Open 2004 is being held at the 
VFW Post # 5076, 1906 E. Miller Rd., Garland, Texas 75041 on 
March 26-April 4, 2004. An official 4-page flyer with 
preregistration form is inserted in this issue. 

The events are basically the same as the Board Talk Open 
2003, but different event sequences. For instance, in 2003 we 
started with the 4-person team events; the 2004 tournament 
ends with 4-person team events (which allows time for those 
that do not have a full team at the start of the tournament to get a 
full team together by the end of tournament - this change was 
based on suggestions from those attending the 2003 
tournament). Another suggestion was not to start Singles 
immediately after the 6-Person Team event (two long events, 
back to back) and to make the 6-person team event 519 games. 
These suggested modifications have been made this year to 
incorporate prior year attendees suggestions. Event entry 
criteria is based upon the Bowers 2003 ratings (no decimals 
used), whole number rating (e.g., -1, 0, 1, 2, 3, 4) to be used. 
The reason that the 2003 versus 2004 ratings are to be used is 
because the Bowers had originally projected the new ratings 
would not be available until some time in February (which would 
have been too late to start getting teams together and 
preregister). Any unrated player(s) should contact the 
tournament directors to get a temporary rating for playing in the 
tournament. Players of all skill levels welcome! See ya' soon! 
(See flyer insert in this issue for more details and 

preregistration form or download latest flyer which has the 
event detail, motel options, and registration form at: 
http://www.theboardtalk.com ) 

Florida 

5TH ANNUAL "BLAST OFF1' & 
11TH ANNUAL "FLORIDA OPEN" 
CHANGED LOCATION!!!! PLS READ!!! 
CAPTAIN MERLOT'S (NEW LOCATION!) 
MIMS, FL 
MARCH 12-14, 2004 ("Blast Off") 
MARCH 19-21, 2004 ("Florida Open") 

The CFSA (Central Florida Shuffleboard Association) will 
again present two weekends of back-to-back shuffleboard 
tournaments. The host this year was previously advertised to be 
held at the VFW Post 4228 at 441 1 Capron Rd., Titusville, FL. 
There was a late breaking contractual problem (circumstances 
beyond our control) with the VFW in Titusville, so we had to 
quickly found another location to host both of the tournaments, 
being: Captain Merlot's, 2685 Hwy 1, Mims, Florida (ph# 321- 
383-0053). The flyers and prior advertisements, therefore, have 
an incorrect location for both tournament to be held. 

We hope that this will not cause a problem for those planning 
to attend either or both of our March tournaments and deeply 
apologize for any problems this may cause attendees. 

The Bowers 2004 ratings will be used and format is the 
same for both weekend tournaments: Friday (12th & 19th) at 
Ipm is the A/B Draw Partner; Saturday (13th & 20th) 9am is 
Mixed Doubles; and 4pm is O ~ e n  Sinales; Sunday (14th & 21st) 
at 11 am is Brina Partner 

Please see the flyer insert in the January 2004 Issue for 
event details and full particulars on both tournament events 
and/or call our Tournament Director Barrie McClean at 
321-264-9581 or email Kathy Ring at kring@cfl.rr.com for 
information on lodging, directions, registration. Hope to see 
many of you there for these two back-to-back tournaments and 
please help us spread the word to players that the location has 
moved from the VFW in Titusville to the new location at Captain 
Merlot's in Mims, Florida. 
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Arizona 

10th ANNUAL BILL GlBBS MEMORIAL 
SIXSHOOTERS BILLIARDS 
PHOENIX, AZ 
APRIL 23-25, 2004 

The 10th Annual Bill Gibbs Memorial Tournament, will 
once again be held at Sixshooters Billiards and Sports Bar, 
3337 W. Peoria Ave., Phoenix, Az., 602-993-5035. This 
year will feature 8 boards provided by Mickey Lewis 
Shuffleboard. Sixshooters is a very large, clean facility 
located within walking distance of motels, restaurants, and 
shopping. 

The first event scheduled for 7:00 pm Friday night, is a A- 
B handicapped draw. The top 112 of the field will be the A 
players and the bottom 112 will be the B players, using the 
Bowers Rating System. The will be a single game, double 
elimination event with a $20.00 entry and no sponsor sale. 

On Saturday morning the A-B-C is scheduled for 11 :00 
am. Play will begin immediately after the sponsor sale. 
This is also a single game, double elimination event, with a $ 
20.00 entry. The A players will be the top 113 of the entries, 
the B's will be the next 1\3 rated players, and the C's will be 
the bottom 113 players. Ratings will be determined by the 
Bowers Ratings where possible. 

Sixshooter will host a buffet around 4:30 pm Saturday. 
The open double sponsor sale is scheduled for 7:00 pm with 
play beginning immediately after the sale. This event is a 2 
of 3 match in the winners bracket and a single 21 point 
game in the losers. Entry is $50.00 per player. Contacts: 
Al Salazar 623-583-7035, email alsalazar@cox.net, Alice 
Arredondo, 480-763-01 27, Bob Lewis, 602-242-6782. 

Colorado 

BALLOON INN, ARVADA, CO 
2004 SHUFFLEBOARD 
TOURNAMENTS SCHEDULE 
APRIL 24.25 & 26 - AIB DOUBLES 
Bring your own partner: 
-1 thru 0 rated players must play with 3.0 and up rated players 
No two 1's can play together 
Entry Fee: $60.00 per team 
Formait  Doiibie Eiiiriiilaiioil, 2 "& "f 3 in & 

losers brackets. 
Sponsor Sale: Friday April 24 at 7:00 PM. Tournament may begin 
Friday following sale (depending on number of teams) and 
continues thru Sun. April 26. 
JUNE 18. 19 & 20 - BILL ENGLISH MEMORIAL- 
TWO DIVISIONS: OPEN DOUBLES AND DIVISION II DOUBLES 
Bring your own partner. 
Entry Fee: Open Doubles $120.00 per team, Div. II Doubles 
$60.00 per team. 
Format: Double Elimination, 2 out of 3 games in winners & 
losers brackets. 
Sponsor Sale: Friday June 18 at 7:00 PM. Tournament may 
begin Friday following sale (depending on number of teams) 
and continues thru Sun. June 20. 
AUGUST 13-14 & 15 - CO.NE.HEAD CLASSIC V 
A-B-C Three Person Team Blind Draw 
Entry Fee: $30.00 per person 
Format: Double Elimination, 2 out of 3 games to 21 points in 
winners bracket & single game to 21 points in losers bracket. 
Sponsor Sale: Friday August 13 at 7:00 PM. Tournament play 
begins Fri. Aug. 13 following sale and continues thru Sun. Aug. 
15. 
OCTOBER 15,16. & 17 - ROUND ROBIN (MYSTERY FORMAT) 
Entry Fee: $30.00 per person 
Format: Play every team (format to be announced later) 
Sponsor Sale: Friday October 15 at 7:00 PM. Tournament may 
begin Friday following sale (depending on number of teams) 
and continues thru Sun. Oct. 17. 
DECEMBER 10.11, & 12 - 15TH ANNUAL SANTA CLASSIC 
TWO DIVISIONS: OPEN DOUBLES AND DIVISION II DOUBLES 
Bring your own partner. 
Entry Fee: Open Doubles $120.00 per team, Division II Doubles 
$60.00 per team. 
Format: Double Elimination, 2 out of 3 games in winners & 
losers brackets. 
Sponsor Sale: Friday December 10 at 7:00 PM. Tournament may 
begin Fri. following sale (depending on number of teams) and 
continues thru Sun. Dec. 12. 
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1- 

Wayne Hammond Larry Nance - 
Shane Hagen Joe Chapman 

(Houston Holiday Open 2003 Con% on Page 7) 
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2nd Place (Above L-R): I I Darrol Nelson, Linda Ritter, Lorraine Olson, Fred Johns 

3rd Place (Above L-R): 
Martin Jordan, Silvia Martinez, Ann Walker, Joe Parish (no pic) 

1 Event 9: 4-Person Bring Team win- 

(Houston Holiday Open 2003 Con% on Page 8) 
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(Houston Holiday Open 2003 Con% on Page 9) 
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(Houston Holiday Open 2003 Con 't. on Page 10) 
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Another great shuffleboard player was inducted into the Hall of Fame. Howard Mouton, a long time Houston Player and 
past mentor to many of the local pros was inducted with several Texas Pros speaking on Howard's history and his loose and 
friendly approach to the game he loves. (See photos below) 

ward Mouton (far right) pictured with some of the group congratulating and celebrating with Howard 
R) Bobby Wiams,  Diana Hagen, Harvey Kidd, Debbie Bowers, David WUliams, Sr. and Ron Bowers 
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Heartland "Mid- Winter" Handicap 
January 16-18, 2004 

American Legion Post, Del City, Oklahoma 
Report & Photos Submitted January 27, 2004 By: Joyce Gamble 

Del City, OK: The annual "Heartland Handicap Midwinter 
Tournament" was another success for the Del City American 
l LV3.V. nninn ,. 

We had forty-two players each night. One of our favorite 
players from Denver, Ron Sosovec, came down for a whole 
week to play with us, Tony and Joyce Pelton and Hoot 
Hodge came in from Arkansas, Harvey Walden from 
Memphis, Joey Johnston from Mississippi, Carolyn Jones, 
Brad Lowery, and Shirley Geriets showed up from Tulsa, 
Gary and Kay Nelson and C W Walker from Texas, and as 
always, the Strafford, Wynnewood and Davis Players made 
a great showing. Oklahoma City has some new players 
trying their luck too, alone with our regulars. Mike Renick 
and his wife are now Oklahoma Players and we welcome 
them to our areas. (Be sure and call Mike when you are 
having a tournament, he is a great competitor.) 

The games were exciting and down to the last putts, in 
some cases, to get the win. Thanks to Don and his staff for 
making sure we all had a great time. As always, Rena and 
Dave did a great job with the Brackets and Entries. 

Check your Board Talk and make plans to attend the 
April Tournament. You will have a great time and get all the 
playing you want with some really tough competition that will 
test your skills. 



Some people never seem motivated to participate, but 
are just content to watch while others do the work. 

They are called "Spec Taters". 

Some people never do anything to help, but are gifted 
at finding fault with the way others do the work. 

They are called "Comment Taters". 

Some people are very bossy and like to tell others what 
to do, but don't want to soil their own hands. 

They are called "Dick Taters". 

Some people are always looking to cause problems by 
asking others to agree with them. It is too hot or 

too cold, too sour or too sweet. 
They are called "Agie Taters". 

There are those who say they will help, but somehow 
just never get around to actually doing the promised help. 

They are called "Hezzie Taters". 

Some people can put up a front and pretend to be 
someone they are not. 

They are called "Emma Taters". 

Then there are those who love others and do what they 
say they will. They are always prepared to stop whatever 
they are doing and lend a helping hand. They bring real 

sunshine into the lives of others. 
They are called "Sweet Tatersl'. 

If you know any "Sweet Taters", send this to them!! 

Above Humor on "Taters" From: americanbridge.com/taters.htm website 
(Link emailed to us from: Ken "Doc1' Strong) 
-- Tom & Lynda French, EditorsIPublishers 



Mims, Florida: The new owners of Captain Merlot's, Kathy 
and Doug Roberts, are hugh supporters of area shuffleboard. 
They sponsor two teams in the winter traveling shuffleboard 
league and always have a Sunday 1 pm Blind Draw event. 
This is a good shuffleboard establishment and they will have 
more tournaments in the future. This Jan. 23-25 tournament 
went very smooth with great food (Thanks, Kathy!) and a 
good turnout with nice sponsor sales. 

We had two Friday evening single elimination "Blind 
Draws" with Doug Roberts and Marty Allen winning the first 
one and Jim Detwiler and Doug Roberts winning the second 
draw. 

The husbandlwife team of J.T. and Sue "go around" 
Swindle drew each other in the Saturday "A-B Draw" and I 
swear (at times) you could not tell the " A  from the "B" 
player on this husbandlwife team! They took turns beating 
up on their opponents and in the finals they "double-dipped" 
the strong team of "Moose" Whitt and Doug Roberts. Dan 
Eaden and Marty Allen finished third place. 

The Sunday "Brina Partner" event had very strong teams 
and I believe my partner "Moose" Whitt turned the tide in our 
favor when he short weighted a center of the board to block a 
corner three. This turned a tight game into a win for us. The 

i strong team of Jerry Gray and Dave Macko finished second 
and the equally strong team of Larry Cooper and Doug 

I Roberts in third place. 
One little last comment to the strong showing of the "B" 

I players ... yes, your three Florida raters were in attendance 
and we do take notes (smile!). God Bless. --By: MartyAllen 



Shuffleboard Directory 
Patronize these Businesses and Shuffleboard Establishments 

d4 
4" THE WHISTLING OYSTER 

294903 Hiway 101, P.O. BOX 580 &' FIVE VERY Quilcene, FASTSHUFFLEBOARDS WA 98376 
* .  EXCELLENTFOOD 

htt~://www.whistlinaovsterbar.com 
(360) 765-9508 R.V. Parking Bill-Sandee 

MAJESTIC BAR & CAFE 
Shuffleboard - 2 Boards 

156 Oakland Ave., Pontiac, Michigan 
Phone: 248-335-2581 

Your Hosts: Charlee & Don Bostwick 

The Indiana S b u ~ b o a r d  Hall of Fame 
Recognizes the following deserving inductees: 

Emmitt Wilcox -Jim Long - Larry Creakbaum - Steve Hart 
- Skip Jackson - Doc Slabaugh - Jim Dew= - Bobby 

Voorhis - Les White - Larry Paxton - Charlie Thompson 

THIS SPACE FOR SALE 
$160 A YEAR 

CONTACT THE BOARD TALK NOW! 

4 IN-HOUSE BOARDS 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY OPEN DRAWS 

ACTION DAILY 

GREAT FOOD DAILYSPECL4L.S 

~~~~~.danaysportsbar.com 
12126 Westheimer, Houston, Tx 77077 

Phone: 281-558-8693 F a  281-9204009 
- -  

THIS SPACE FOR SALE 
$110 A YEAR 

CONTACT THE BOARD TALK NOW! 

Come Pkzy 
Shu &board - ~u.-- - ~ ~ -  -- 

at the 
RedDog Saloon! 

Prime Rib I600 N. 23rd St. 

Pizza (at Cowan Road) 
Ribs Muncze, Indiana 

Broasted Chicken (765) 286-0255 

Tournaments Every Thursday & F&y 7 PM 
(Added $$$I 

Join or Renew TSA Membership 
(Table Shuffleboard Association -More Members Needed!) 

$25/year (or $75 which includes a TSA sponsor shirt) 
Contact: Don Valk, TSA President phone: 512-288-9555 

or email: donvalk@evl.net or visit: htto://www.tableshuffleboardorg 

Melton Shuffleboard 
Shuffleboard Refinishing 

New & Used Shuffleboards For Sell 
Davis, Oklahoma 73030 

Phone: 580-369-2798 (Mike Melton) or 580-369-2448 (Bill Melton) 

Kane's Club Car Lounge 
3 Beautiful Boards - Italian Food - Music 

Draw Tournaments Every Friday Night 
11 1 N. Saginaw, Durand, Michigan 

Phone: 989-288-9910 

& THE PALACE BAR 
121 S. Main, Fairmount, lndiana Phone: 765-948-9102 

&- THE LOCKER BAR 
100 S. Branson, Marion, Indiana Phone: 317-662-0041 

Video Games - Shuffleboard - Pool - Food 

Frankie's Sports Bar & Grill 
3663 Pacific Ave. SE, Olympia, Washington 98501 

Phone: 360-412-1 330 

A.Z. Custom Refinishing 
3-Year Guarantee 

Leasing-Sales 
Phone: 408-683-451 3 1-800-863-7780 (A.Z. Turnbo) 

In Fond Memory of ... 
Bellflower Bruce Hale (CSHOF Hall of Fametj 

Longtime Board Talk Supporter & 
Shuffleboard Promoter/Supporter 

- - JZ- A + JP& '.&2&&&9&- 



Shuffleboard Directory 
Use this economical advertising opportunity to reach your key consumer audience. 

In Appreciation of The Board Talk, 
God Bless America 

and the entire Shuffleboard Community! 
Michael & Susie Halstead 

Shelbyville, Kentucky 
Phone: 502-633-6768 E-mail: ishmaelmoh@aol.com 

Houston Memorial Open 
(Thurs. - Mon., Memorial Day Weekend) 

For Tournament Details & Winner Photos visit: 

or Contact Tournament Director: Jack Scott 281-558-0237 

EAGLE 
SHUFFLEBOARD 

Manufacturer of Eagle Electronic Scoreboards 
(Used at the NASC Reno ~ournaments) Now with Horse Collar installed 

and will keep the score for up to 15 players at once & display the winner! 

Eagle Shuffleboard, 419 Winona St., Coq., B.C. V3K-5A5 
Contact: Gordie Smith, E-mail: gordiebeaaleshuffleboard.com or 

Phone: 604-931-7283 or Fax: 604-931-7553 
Visit Eagle Shuffleboard Website: 

Great Food & 
Drinks! 

3 Shuffleboards! 
Weekly 

Shuffleboard 
Tournaments: 

~Thurs. & Fri 7:30pm 

2121 Buckingham Rd - Richardson, Tx  eve^ Sat- 1 :30~m 
Phone: 9 72-231-9365 -3rd Sat. of each month- 

Visit: hp:www. harborooint.8mcmn 1:30pm - Bring 

The California Shuffleboard Hall of Fame 
has found a few good shufflers: 

*A1 Stewart .Bellflower Bruce Hale 
*Bobby Goldsmith *Tommy Workman 

*Billy Chiles *George Lucas *Hal Perry 
*Porter White *Karl Spickelmier *Don COX 

*Jolene Lembke *Troy Tolbert *AZ Turnbo 
*Bob Brunskill *Ted Zariphes *Chris Danke 

3 SHUFFLEBOARDS 
KARAOKE 

LOTTO 
HOT SPOT 

GAMES 
13418 Woodruff Ave., Bellflower, California Phone: 562-925-4915 

- -  

ROOKIES BAR 
Shuffleboard, Darts, Games 

& Other Oddities! 
210-377-0909 6402 Callaahan Rd.. San Antonio. Texas 

Come To - View of Chesapeake 

315 Market Street 
Charlestown, MD 

Phone: 410-287-6374 Owners: Chin & Bobbi Suander 

Bo we& Rating Svstem 
u Y 

Ron & Debbie Bowers 
801 Vincent Place, Pf lugede,  TX 78660 

Email: ronbowers@ju.mp.net or debbiebowers@j-pnet 
Phone: 512-252-8188 or Visit: http:llwww.shuftleboardcorner.com 

13711 Westheimer, Ste. "Y", Houston, TX Phone: 281-870-9610 
-FRIDAY OPEN DRAW FORPARTNERS 

*SATURDAY "JACK & JILL DRAW @ 8 P.M. 
-- MONEY ADDED -- 

-- 5 FAST BOARDS -- 
www.tri~lecrowns~orfsbar,com forinformation. 

Evergreen Shuffleboard Assn. 
Serving players and sponsors in the Northwest 

Phone: 253-4 74-69 72 or 253-5 76-6341 
or E-Mail: tweetybird-121@ttbFcom 

TAZ COUNTRY 
ounirv 1406 FM 1825, Suite 110, Austin, Texas 78660 ounW Fz 

%ziZrZs Phone: 512-990-5526 
Fz zz,zs 

"Come shuffle with us! 5 Home Boards!!" 
http://www.tazcountry.corn or E-Mail: taz@tazcountry.com 



Shuffleboard Directory 
Patronize these Businesses and Shuffleboard Establishments 

Fiasco Cocktails 
2250 THOUSAND OAKS (behind Dairy Queen) 

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 
Phone: 21 0-490-2651 

TWO SHUFFLEBOmS! e 

Shuffleboard, Darts, Pool, Video Games, & More! 

Enjoy Competition, Scheduled Tournaments & 
League Play, and free dailj, shu ffteboard play! 

Island Club 
10834 Ferguson Road 

Dallas, lX 
Phone: 9 72-2 79-9993 
Owner: Mike BZohm 

----+- -- -2 Shuffleboards- 
= .= -- --Friday & Sunday Night tournaments- 

Come Play Shuffleboard at the Island Club! 
Join our ShufJboard, Bart, and/or City PooZLeague too! 

Eagle Lodge # 3608 
555 VisaliaRd., Exeter, California 

Annual 4th of July Shuffleboard Tournament 
Questions - Call Marion Bailey at 

w 
Be Our Guests at: 
Moose Lodge #I832 
7453 Lorge Circle 

Huntington Beach, CA 
(Gothard & Edinger) 

Join the Shuffleboard Competition & Fun - 2 Boards! 
For ShufJlboard Tournament Information, Contact: 

Bubba Warren 714-536-01 72 or Jim Coulter 714-840-1825 

THIS SPACE FOR SALE 
$j10 A YEAR 

CONTACT THE BOARD TALK NOW! 

Missouri Shuffleboard Players Associatiolz (MSPA) 
"We areveryproudof ourMSPAHallofFamersl': 

Woodie Cockrum *Bill Jennings *Paul Casula 

*Charlie Riley *Dale Gettys *Bill Hill *Rickey Pittman 
MSPA Contact: Charlie Riley 41 7-967-4394 or E-Mail: crilev@vcis.net 

American Legion Post 73 
P.O. Box 15073, Del City, Oklahoma 73155 

(located at 5000 S.E. 24th St.) 

Home of the Annual 4th of July Tradition: 
"Southwest Open " 

Tournament 
& Three Annual "Heartland Handicap " Tournaments 

Contact: Don Crall at the American Legion: 405-670-9128 or 
405-670-9120 or E-mail: doncralZ73@aoZ.com 

For Tournament Details Visit: htto://www.~eoci~es.copn/swooen 

Rumpus Room 

10555 SE Division Street, Portland, Oregon 
Phone: 503-254-9212 Owner: Cliff Carpenter 

--2 Shuffleboards (Best Boards in Town)-- 
--Darts, Games, FuZZService Bar- 

Scheduled Shuffleboard Tournaments every 
Wednesday (6:45pm) & Saturday (1:45pm) 

Pull Moon Leather 
XSTOM LEATHER WEIGHT CASES 

AND ACCESSORIES, CLOCKS, 
PLAQUES 

HANDMADE BY FRITZ1 
574-342-2023 

OR EMAIL: FBROKA@MCHSI.COM 

Sports, Spirits, Grub 
"Admit One for Fun! " 

* Shuffleboard 
* Great Food. 
1221 N. Howard 

Spokane, Washington 
509-327-9790 

Shuffleboard Restoration 
Leasing and Supplies 

Spokane, WA 
Phone: 509-251 -7000 

"In appreciation of 
The Board Talk and it's Editors!" 
-- The Players of Spokane, WA (Home of Dan Hitt) 



Shuffleboard Directorv 
J 

Use this economical advertising opportunity to reach your key consumer audience. 

Sports Bar 
183 & Buttercup Creek 

7 

in Commons Center 
Cedar Park, TX 

2 Shuffleboard T&!es 
Tournaments Sun. Afternoon & Tues. night 

Live Music - Karaoke - Open Mike 
Pool - Darts - NTN Trivia 

Call: (512) 257-2342 or Email: carol255@,iuno.com 

Full House Bar & Grill 
111 W. Robert S. Kerr St. 
Wynnewood, Oklahoma 

405-665-2715 
Owner: Gerald Wood 

4 In-House Shuffleboards 
Home of the annual 

"Washita Handicap Memorial Day" & 
"Pat Kinard Memorial Labor Day" Tournaments 

Who says, "You have to play for years to get 
any good at shuffleboard?" 

Order your video today! $20/each 
Send Check or Money Order ($20/each includes mailing): 

Bud Spier 
1100 Sunny Valley Loop 

Wolf Creek, Oregon 97497 

Email: budspier@hotmail.com or call: 541-660-0635 (cell) or 541-474-3015 

Fun Hangers Shuffleboard League 
Houston, TX (West) 

Ftln Hangers Ltq t le  sapporn "The BoardTdk" 
and cihdenges d l  o&m leagues do do dhe same. 

4 Divisions - 32 Teams - 250 Players 
We Welcome all - Beginners thru Pros - call for more info 

League Sponsors: 

Danny's Sports Bar Triple Crmm Sports Bar 

Duke's Tavern Sansones 

Hot Dog Shop Hot Shots Bar and Billiard 

Nick's Sports Bar Westside Pub 

President - Jack Scott (281-558-0237) 
Vice President - James Cummings (281-550-5011) 

Secretary - Andrea Dickson (251-531-9260) 

.,+ $ 1  Barbara's , 
Beer Garden 
21 09 N. Glenstone, Ste. H 

Springfield, Misso mi 
Phone: ,417-866-9871 
-- 2 Shuf$eboards!!! -- 

-Shuffleboard, Pool, Karaoke, Games & More!-- 
Come enjoy the competition & scheduled tournaments! 

For Tourney Info. Visit: m.~eocities.com/barbarasbeerparden 

Lease - Buy - Sell 
Dust - Silicone - Board Wipes - Weights 

Phone: 817-797-571 1 
Email: shuffleboard@charter.net 

The Williams Family 817-457-3947 
Bobby, David, Jeri, 8 Linda 817-496-8972 

THIS SPACE FOR SALE 
$770 A YEAR 

CONTACT THE BOARD TALK NOW! 

Michigan ~huff lebozd  
Hall of Fame (MSHOF) 

Jerry Siebert, MSHOF Director, WELCOMESALL 
to the "2ndAnnualMSHOF Tournament" 
to be held at Club Car Lounge,Durand, MI 

the 1st weekend ofAugust 2004! 

Bill & Brenda Kane, New Owners of Club Car Lounge say 
"You all come! We'll be awaiting!" 

MSHOF Contact: Jerry Siebert, Dir. at 51 7-694-4652 
- 

Brookdale Pub & Grill 
U- 13021 Pacific Ave 

Tacoma, WA 
"Let's Shuffle!" 

5 Quality Shuffleboards - Pool & Darts 
Wed, Night Draws w/Added $$ 

Fri.-Sat. Nite Dra ws-Action Anytime! 
Call 253-538-0280 
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Thanksgiving at BZ's. .. Doubles at Lucky's... 
November 29-30, 2003 at Buzz's Tavern, Olympia, WA January 17, 2004 at Lucky's Tavern 

By: Junelle Schrum (report) & Sharon Nugent (photos) By. Carol Westerman "Host" 

(Submitted February 2004) (Submitted February 2004) 
. - - - 

Olympia, WA: I am thankful for ... ~hb leboard !  The annual 
Thanksgiving weekend tournament was full of fun, some great 
shooting and a few surprises here and there as well. It was well 
attended and the weekend went off with only some minor 

N. Webster, IN: Lucky's Tavern had a "Doubles" tournament on 
January 17, 2004 with 16 teams showing up. Thanks to all who 
attended! Winners' photos follow ... 

-- Carol Westerman, "Host" 

bumps and everyone was saying what a good time they were 
having and how relaxing the atmosphere turned out to be. 

This year's tournament was done in an ABC draw format. 
ABC tournaments are a great way to get new and local players 
involved with the game and gives players a chance to gain some 
tournament experience while giving more seasoned players 
more exposure to shooting with different level players and 
honing their teaching skills. The opportunity to learn from each 
other for all players is especially true at these tournaments and 
we saw it a lot over the weekend. We had four new players 
travel down from the Burlington (Bow-Edison) areas to play in 
the tournament. Mike Dempsey and Joe Paskowski, two of the 
four, placed in the top two teams! The second place team was a 
headed Sharon Nugent who is a 2 and by a strike of fate (or 
numbers) had to be an A. She stepped up to the plate and 
impressed everyone present. She led her team of Junelle 

-Schrum and Joe Paskowski through the brackets for a strong 
finish. Even with all that competition the Team of Tommy 
Campbell, Robbie Heidel and Mike Dempsey played tough and 
prevailed as the winners. 

Cheri would like to thank everyone for a great weekend and to 
Bill Lao for supporting shuffleboard in BZ's. The next 
tournament will be in April ... look for information to coming out 
soon. Thanks again for the great tournament!! 

--Written by Junelle Schrum (Submitted by Sharon Nugenf) 
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Port Orchard, Washington: ESA KICK-OFF TOURNEY 
ESA West Sound Board Member & Tournament Director 
Comments 

Getting shuffleboard players to show up for a tournament 
can be difficult sometimes. Rut if you are creative, ynL! car! 
figure out a way to get maximum participation, and also get 
your Evergreen Association Members to cough up their 
annual dues along with their tournament entries. Several 
good suggestions and ideas for the continued success of our 
Evergreen Association were tabled and discussed at the 
association's first meeting of the year. The enthusiasm and 
positive approach to solving some of our issues; puts a very 
good light on what direction we will take and how we will 
involveourmembership. 

The ESA Kick-Off Tournament held in Port Orchard at the 
Blue Goose and Red Dog Tavern was a great success. We 
had over 30 participants in the tournament and several others 
who showed up to pay their dues and socialize before 
departing. Thank You All 

The tournament went very well with many ESA members 
kicking in to help Randy Ables operate this 3-person team; 
draw format. The teams formed prove to be a very 
competitive mix of talents and abilities that made for 
excellent watching by members waiting for their turn in the 
barrel, and for the patrons who just wanted to cheer 
someone along. This format was chosen to provide our less 
experienced players with an opportunity to play side-by-side 
with the really good players. This provides an excellent 
opportunity for them to grow and learn new mechanics and 
strategies in how to play tournament shuffleboard. For you 
" A  players who participated and coached your team along, I 
want to personally thank you for your efforts. 

Several matches had a come-from-behind win that made 
it difficult to predict just what team would wind up on top. 
After watching several matches, it was obvious that the 
outcome of any game came down to how well the third 
player on the team did. I saw so many great shots by these 
players that the extraordinary shots looked routine to the 
average spectator who may not have known better. But as a 
player, I knew that they were putting everything on the line. 
You could almost hear their increased heart beats and you 
could see the determination on each shooters face; knowing 
that this could be the determining puck that pushes the 
team into the next game or match. When the dust settled 
and the teams started falling from our ranks, two teams were 
still standing and ready for the finals hurtle. John Martin, Bill 
Walker, and Judy George battled their way through the 
losers' bracket to face Jim Tribble, Mark Minium, and Linda 
Walker in the Championship finals match. You can't take 
anything away from either team as they went nose to nose 
and showed exactly why they made it this far in the 

tournament. Normally the amount of players left to watch 
the finals event are few due to the amount of time it takes to 
get through tournament play. This finals match was viewed 
by several ESA players who stuck around and were 
rewarded with outstanding shot making by both teams. This 
championship match came down to the third game. Jim's 
team stepped up and outgunned John's to take the 
championship and the lions share of the purse. 

Congratulations to all the participants of this tournament. 
As you are the reason we keep this sport alive! 

--Randy Ables, Tournament Director, ESA Board Member 

50150 RAFFLE 

We had a 50/50 raffle to start our fundraising at our kick-off 
tournament at the Blue Goose on January 10th and 11th. 
It was a great success. We raised $146.00. Our big winner was 
Linda Walker who won $73.00 with $73.00 going into our ESA 
fund. Congratulations go to Linda Walker! 



Pendleton, Indiana: Fall Creek Valley Amvets Post 26 
hosted the 15th Annual lndiana State Tournament on Nov. 
28-30. THere was great participation, good food, and alot of 
competition (as usual), and the Amvets staff were great 
hosts. Thanks to all those who helped make this 
tournament possible such as Sonny Harris, Joe Hopkins, 
Terry Dowell, Jeff McFadden, and the active Amvets staff - 
and of course all the lndiana players! The 16th Annual State 
Tournament will be held at the Warsaw Eagles, Warsaw, 

(Indiana Championships Con% on Page 27) 
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(Indiana Championships Con% from Page 26) 

In Loving Memory Of 

Jesse Weaver Wilson,Jr. 

Entered Into Life 
April 6,1933 
Sherman, Texas 

Entered Etemal Life 
January 22,2004 

~akewood, California 

Chapel service 
Westminster Memorial park Chapel 

Westminster, California 
Saturday - January 31,2004 

One O'clock 

Offiaading 
 evere end David Allen 

Interment Folows 
Garden of Angels 

Westminster ~emorial Park 
Westminster, California 



Fairmount, Indiana: The Palace Bar in Fairmount, lndiana 
hosted a "Doubles" tournament on January 31st with 19 
teams playing for a total purse of $4,040. Going undefeated 

c -  - -- -z n z - 1 -  c.& --I,-.. ,,I nmm;,.,,,, , 3rnl rn,hIn was t'ne rear11 UI NLK CJLULKI IU Layy,, I I -, v.. E 

from Huntertown. That's two in a row for Stocker. Second 
place was taken by the local team of Skip Enyeart and Ron 
Sherwood (a $40 team, by the way!). Third place went to 
Rick Royal and Bobby Voorhis and fourth place went to Glen 
lngram and Terry Dowell. Our next tournament will be on 
April 24th. We look foward to seeing many of you there! 
[I st & 2nd Place winners photos below] 

-- Reported by: Bobby Voorhis, Fairmount, Indiana Get your fellow 

favorite 
establishments 

to subscribe 
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AA3 Bring Partner Doubles 

March 12-14 (See Flyer Insert) ~al loon  
5th Annual O'Harolds Arvada, Colorado 
Harold's Bar April 23-25 
Omaha, Nebraska Heartland Handcap 

March 12-14 (see flyer Jan. '04 issue) 
American Legion Post# 73 

5th Annual Cape Kennedy Blast Off Del City, Oklahoma 

Captain Merlot's MAY 2004 
Mims, Florida 

March 19-21 (see flyer Jan. '04 issue) 
May 8 

1 1 th Annual Florida Open 
Bring Partner 

Captain Merlot's 
Journey's End Bar & Grill 
Bourbon, Indiana 

Mims, Florida 
March 20-21 May 14-16 

Open Doubles (no two - 1's) May Flowers Tournament 

Red Dog Saloon Market Street Cafe 

Port Orchard, Washington Charlestown, Maryland 

March 26-April 4 (See Flyer Insert) JUNE 2004 
3rd Annual Board Talk Open 2004 June 11-13 
VFW Post #5076 
Garland, Texas 

April2-4 
Maryland State Championships 
Harvey's Place 
Darlington, Maryland 

April3 
OpenDoubles/Open Singles 
Red Dog Saloon 
Muncie, Indiana 

April 8-11 (Easter Weekend) 
6th Annual Canadian Open 2004 
Esquimalt Legion 
Victoria, B.C., Canada 

Aprill6-18 
April Showers Tournament 
Market Street Cafe 
Charlestown, Maryland 

April 17-18 
Round Robin Draws 
Whistling Oyster 
Quilcene, Washington 

April23-25 
10th Annual Bill Gibbs Memorial 
Sixshooters 
Phoenix, Arizona 

Hoosier Hall of Fame 
David L's Hideout Lounge 
Yorktown, Indiana 

June 12-13 
Round Robin Draws 
Whistling Oyster 
Quilcene, Washington 

June 18-20 
Bill EnglishMemorial 
Balloon Inn 
Arvada, Colorado 

JULY/A UGUST 2004 
July 4-10 

SW Open 2004 
American Legion Post# 73 
Del City, Oklahoma 

July 28-August 1 
Grand Masters 2004 

Whistling Oyster 
Quilcene, Washington 

August 6-8 
2nd Annual Michigan HOF 
Club Car Lounge 
Durand, Michigan 

August 13-15 
CO.NE.HEAD Classic V 
Balloon Inn 
Arvada, Colorado 

August 14-15 
2nd Annual "Hot Summer Nights" 
Rosewood Pub 

Bellflower, California 

SEPTEMBER 2004 
September 16-19 
6thAnnual Wandering the World 
Ladies Tournament 
Amvets Post 26 
Pendleton, Indiana 

October 15-17 
Heartland Handicap 
American Legion Post# 73 
Del City, Oklahoma 

October 15-17 
Round Robin (Mystery format) 
Balloon Inn 
Arvada, Colorado 

October 30-November 7 
2004 NASC 

Sands Regency HoteYCasino 
Reno, Nevada 

DECEMBER 2004 
December 10-12 

15h Annual Santa Classic 
Balloon Inn 
Arvada, Colorado 
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From: The Board Talk EditorsPublishers 
"News Flash" & Print Schedule Notice 

Bi-Monthlv Issue Deadline for Submissions 
MaylJune 2004 May 10,2004 
JulylAugust 2004 July 10, 2004 
SeptemberlOctober 2004 September 10,2004 
NovemberIDecember 2004 November 10,2004 
NOTE: The bi-monthly issues should be mailed out from our 
printer/mailer by the end of the month (eg., May, July, 
September, November). REMINDER: Submissions are due 
by the ?Oth ef ezch ?z?onfh GILIrhg 2004 !f you get your 
submissions in by the 10th of each month, it will be printed 
in the next issue (whether it turns out to be a monthly or bi- 
monthly "test" issue). 

During the interim months, if there is a need to advertise 
with multiple requests for tournament flyers, we might 
consider an advertisement only issue periodically andlor we 
may have monthly (versus bi-monthly) if there is an 
unscheduled month that has a large volume of reporting that 
would make a bi-monthly issue too large (such as having 
more than one major tournament arrive in one issue). 

Our goal is to try to maintain the cost of publishing1 
mailing so that we can defer increasing subscriber or 

- advertisement rates due to revenue loss or increased costs 
(such as printerlmailer, postal increases, software updates, 
equip. replacements, etc.). Monthly Advertising rates, 

"Annual Shuffleboard Directory Ads & Subscriptions rates will 
not change at this time. Monthly advertisement (such as full 
page, half page, quarter page ads) will only be billed for each 
issue or interim issue mailed. For instance, if you have a full 
page advertisement (based upon above tentative schedule 
plan, assuming there are no more interim issues published), 
you would expect to receive an invoice for the following 
months' issues tentatively planned in 2004: 
(8 invoices for 8 issues - more if there are interim issues) 

January 2004 
February 2004 
March 2004 
April 2004 (Deadline for submission March 10th) 
MaylJune 2004 (tentative plan to do a bi-monthly test issue) 
JulylAugust 2004 (tentative plan fo do a bi-monfhly test issue) 
SeptemberlOctober 2004 (tentative plan ...) 
NovemberIDecember 2004 (tentative plan ...) 

As you are all aware from notices and concerns we have 
published in prior issues recently that we have had to drop a 
number of subscribers who we sent issues to before 
dropping them (without payment) that had far exceeded their 
grace period. In addition, as of the date of this issue, there 
are a number of advertisers who did not get current before 
year end 2003 and a several are still not current on paying 
for services already printed by The Board Talk in 2003. 

We have tournament flyers that were not pre-paid before 
we printed them that have not yet been paid. So, we now 
require that all flyers be pre-paid (no "grace period" for us, 
we must pay immediately with each job that we print). 

We will continue to invoice the page advertisements (eg., 
full page, 112 page, 114 page ads) and Annual Shuffleboard 
Directory Ads, but request that all advertisers pay in full 

within 15 days of receiving your invoice. Most advertisers 
are prompt to pay the invoice, but there are some exceptions 
which have prompted the need for us to have stricter policies 
and enforce them. We had advertising bad debt writeoffs at 
year end 2002 and 2003 with invoices for services already 
rendered that were never paid to The Board Talk. We do our 
projectionslbudget in January of each year. If there are any 
advertisers in that projection and for whatever reasons they 
do not pay during that year, it negatively impacts our 
projections and year end actuals. 

When we extend the normal 45 day grace period for 
subscribers for several months ... if those person(s) never pay 
for their renewal(s), we have lost out on the cost of printing1 
mailing their publication for the grace period or the extended 
grace period. We can no longer afford to extend grace 
periods past the normal 45 days, as it is not fair to our 
budget and not fair to all of our many attentive subscribers 
who renew on-time or early. Also, at the low cost of a 
subscription, we cannot afford to mail invoices to each 
subscriber. So, reminder to all: please check the back 
cover of each issue above your name/address line to see 

. 

when your subscription expires to ensure no missed issues 
and try not exceed the 45 day grace period. If we have an 
email address (current) for you, we will email subscribers 
before dropping them, but cannot afford to snail mail 
subscriber invoices without increasing costs. 

We are trying our best to keep the publication alive and 
to maintain affordable subscriptions and advertising rates. 
The Board Talk operates completely on what we take in to 
defray our costs of publishing and bare bones operating 
expenses. Subscriptions and Advertising is our only 
incoming revenue. Our costs are bare basics: printing1 
mailing each issue, operating costs (such as phone, paper & 
supplies, stamps, copying services, computer software 
updates, hardware updates or replacements when something 
crashes). There are no Board Talk monies for personal 
income, baby sitter or travel monies to allow us to attend or 
report on tournaments personally (it's the tournament 
director's expenselresponsibility to ensure photos and 
reports get submitted to us --we thank all tournament 
reporters for working with us to get your submissions in on/ 
before the posted deadline for each issue). 

We operate solely from whatever revenue we bring in from 
our advertisers and subscribers. We appreciate all of our 
dedicated and caring advertisers and subscribers who are 
always willing and trying to help us. It's all of you dedicated 
subscribers and advertisers that show your appreciation and 
concern that help us personally to continue this effort, 
regardless of some unfortunate obstacles we sometimes 
have to endure. Remember, The Board Talk is yours, we 
only compile and edit the data submitted to us. We hope 
that doing one or more bi-monthly issue (when feasible) 
during 2004 will help us maintain our current subscriber and 
advertising rates. 2004 will be a test for bi-monthly (iflwhen it 
is feasible to try it). Thanks for your patience, caring, 
support and friendship! -- Tom & Lynda French/Editors 
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Our Sincere Appreciation to our 
Advertisers in this issue: 

The Shuffleboard Federation, Inc. (full pg. Ad) 
Sun-Glo Corporation (full pg. Ad) 
Triple Crown Shuffleboard Supplies (full pg. Ad) 
Champion Shuffleboard, Inc. (full pg. Ad) 
SUITCO Surface, Inc. (112 pg. Ad) 
Board Talk Open 2004 (flyer insert) 
ALL "Shuffleboard Directory" Advertisers! 

Your advertising support made this issue possible. 
We, and our subscribers, thank you! Readers: please 
patronize the businesses and support the 
tournaments of those who support your 
communications vehicle with advertising dollars. 
PLEASE thank all of the above personally when 
you have the opportunity! 
--Thanks, Tom & Lynda French, EditorsPublishers 

THEBOARD TALK 
c/o Tom & Lynda French 
12710 Red Deer Pass 
Austin, TX 78729-6436 

The Nation 's Top 6 Shuffleboard States: 

TEXAS #1 OKLAHOMA #4 - 
CALIFORNIA #2 WASHINGTON #5 

INDIANA #3 MICHIGAN #6 

,------------------- 1 

I I f  vou're moving. ... I 
I The Post OfJice will not forward your I 
I Board Talk (Bulk Rate) ifyou move! PLEASE 1 
I let us know your new address so you don Y miss I 
I any issues! I 

I 
I I ~ ' m  moving! I 

Name - I 
I 

Old Address ! 
I '  

City State Zip Code I 
I 

New Address I 
I 

Apt. or Space No. I 
I 

City State Zip Code I 
I 

E-Mail: Phone: I 
Send to: l%e Board Talk, c/o Tom & Lynda French,~ 
12 71 0 Red Deer Pass, Austin, TX 78 729-6436 1 
before the 14th of the month to receive the next I 

SUBSCRIPTION EXPIRES: MAY 1,2004 
Glen Ingram 
1802 S. Windpoint Drive # I  68 
Muncie, IN 47302-69 13 

Subscribe or Renew Today! 
See Inside Back Cover to Subscribe or Renew! 

MaiI in Subscription or Call in Credit Card order: 512-250-0327 


