The Hammer
How come MY tournament never makes the front
page? We get that question often, and we're going to
finally give you the answer....
First, let us assure you that prime placement is not
according to the size or "importance" of a tournament
(who are we to determine if one tournament is more
important than another?).
As soon as we go to press with one issue, we start
working on the next one. That's the way it goes in the
world of publishing and deadlines are a must; otherwise,
we'd never get to press! We set the copy in the order we
receive the reports. If we receive more than one in a day,
we go according to the dates the events occurred.
We always get a few reports that come in after we've
"closed." They go into a file for the next month, again in
the order they're received. This month's front page
Tourney Talk tournament is a good example. The results
of the North American Championships came in time for
the September issue; the photos arrived the day after we
had gone to press. That put them first in line for the
October issue.While we strongly urge that photos are sent
along with reports, there were an extraordinary number of
"new faces" in the winner's circle of this particular event
and we know a lot of those winners were just waiting to
see their photos (some sent their subscriptions in to make
sure they got that issue to show family and friends they
were "in the news.").
The best "rule of thumb" is to send your results in as
soon as possible after your event. You tournament
directors/sponsors/reportersjust can't believe what it
means to participants to see their names and/or photos
published. Don't disappoint them! It's to your benefit
because they're likely to try for "national exposure" again
and be at your next event.
Actually, prime placement in The Board Talk is no big
deal. Readers tell us they read it from cover to cover and
what's on Page 20 or 24 is just as important to them as
what's on Page 1 or anywhere in between.
When we look back at our initial 4-pager, when we
didn't have any "in between," that makes us realize how
far we've come, thanks to you!

Tourney Talk
New Faces/Familiar Faces in Winner's Circle at
1994 North American Championships
Glen Davidson (lef) and
ShenrHallberg were
winners of the A-B Draw
at the North American
Championships in Reno,
Nevada, on July 25-31.

Bobby Williams (right)of Texas
took top honors in the
Division I Singles.

Larry Pearson (left)
was winner of the
Division I1 Singles.

Viola Reaves (right)of Oregon
Ifinishedfirst in the Women's
Singles event.

Chris Danke and Steve
Wilson of Washington
won the Division I
singles. Steve went on to
Washington to take top
honors at the Whistling
Oyster with doubles
partner Doug Buhl.

George and Donna Wilber, Publishers
(continued on Page 4)

A Salute to John; A Reminder of Shuffler
Responsibilities; and Another Great Idea
from Louise Freer
It was with pleasure that I read John McDermott's
recent editorial (July 1994 Shuffleboard Federation
column) about giving shuffleboard lessons on a weekly
basis to new shooters. My hat is off to you, John, for
taking the time to share your hard-won knowledge and
experience with others. Perhaps their road to greatness
will be a little bit shorter than yours.
It was also good to see this in print -- it serves as a
reminder to all of us that each of us can and should
play a part in the growth of shuffleboard. By teaching
other people to play, we can assure the future of
shuffleboard.
Many players don't feel that way. "Don't show
anybody what you know because then they'll beat you"
is what I have often heard. When this attitude is the
rule, rather than the exception, shuffleboardplayers'
numbers are bound to diminish rather than increase.
Thankfully, it is clear that many people do not feel
that way. They are quietly, without fanfare, doing their
part in helping other people learn to play and love the
game.
It was uncharacteristic of John McDermott to give
himself what may have appeared to be a public "pat on
the back." Instead, John was being his usual diplomatic
self by presenting a subtle reminder to the great players
of this game that success has certain responsibilities
that cannot be ignored if there is to be a future in
shuffleboard. The message, however, is to all of us.
Thanks for the reminder, John.
Wouldn't it be great to read about some of those
"unsung heroes" -- the people who have taken the time
to give the gift of their knowledge as well as their time
to up and coming shooters? I suggest starting a column, sort of a "Mentor Mugshots" column, where we

--

-ATTENTION If you have a red check below, it means your
subscription has expired. To receive the next
issue, you must renew by the 15th of this month.
Red Check

(Use the enclosed form to renew.)

could all write in and tell about the person who had the most
influence on us and why. If there is a picture of you (the player
and the "mentor"), all the better! Please send them to me at my
home address (189 Barry Ave., Lansdale, PA 19446) so I can
organize and prepare the information for George and Donna to
publish. Let's give these people some well-deserved praise.
Louise Freer, Lansdale, Pennsylvania
Thank you, Louise, for recognizing the message that John is
attempting to deliver -- that all pros like him have a responsibility to teach others if the game is to survive. If they do not, the
sport will surely go the route it did in the YOs, when it almost
"died." We are conjident that there is a much broader recognition of that responsibility today than there was back then. In
anticipation that one day soon we can write the history of
shufleboard, we interviewed some up-and-coming young
players during our Washington trip who are certain to make
their mark in The World of Shuftleboard, and each of them
credits some idol, mentor, someone they respected and wanted
to emulate,for helping them reach their current level of
competiveness.
And that responsibility goes beyond our limited ranks of
pros; it extends to every -- what shall we call them -- "establishedplayer" who knows the game. There are a lot more of
those than there are l)ros," and they must notforget the
influence they can wield on the future of shufleboard. We
salute all those tournament directors who have pro/am and
other events that ofjeer the opportunity for beginners to play
with veterans. W a t those beginners learnfrom those eqeriences is immeasurable and the experience is unforgettable.
We love your ideafor a "Mentor Mugshuts" column and
thank you for onering to author it. We encourage shuflers to
respond to your invitation to give recognition to their
"teacher."
We salute you, Louise, for taking a leadership role in
keeping the sport of shufleboard alive and well!

An Unusual Letter from an Unusual Source
This will be considered a very unusual letter and request. I'm
one of 1500federal inmates located in Sheridan, Oregon. One of
our industries consists of making wooden toys for children in
hospitals, etc. We have a few real artists who make all sorts of
beautiful items with the Oak, Ash, Walnut, Maple, Redwood that
we have available.
We have a progressive Recreation Department with all of the
standard supplies. But, there is one thing we don't have that we
believe we could build here and do a real class job. A really
quality, full-length shuffleboardis what we want.
(continued on Page 7)

If you're looking for QUALITY
-- in both products and service -at aflordable, competitive prices,
look for this insignia..........

It means we care about YOU!
OLiquid Wax OSilicone Spray OGlaze/Cleaner & Polish
OT-Squares OBoard Wipes
UQuality Shuffleboard Speed Powder (I lb. containers, 12/packs, 24/case, or in 24 Eb. buckets):
0 Yellow Ice I (Fast)
0 Yellow Ice 11 (Faster)
UYellow Ice III (Fastest)
OBrown Ice IT (Faster)
ElBrown Ice III and Brown Ice III Plus (Fastest)
OUltra Fast White Ice Speed Regulator

OProfessionalGrade Quality Weights (Flat or Crowned Bottoms)
[IDesign Caps

Order today: Toll-Free 1-800-827-0316
Your order will receive prompt attention by the '9eople who care"
-- Floyd and JoAnne Stein

TRIPLE CROWN
SHUFFLEBOARD SUPPL
13406 Giles Rd., Omaha, Nebraska 68138
Phone: 402-896-0486
Toll Free: 800-827-0316 FAX: 402-896-0428
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Tourney Talk (continuedfmm Page I )
Bill Melton took
top honors in the Pro
Singles. Darrol Nelson
was second; Doug Buhl
finished third, with
Bob Shaw infourth
place.

Bob Jacobsen and
Larry Pearson were
kuzers of the Division
11Doublrs at the
North American
Championships in
Reno, Nevada, on
July 25-31.

Jimmy Kumpula and
Joe Hudson drew
each other to take
,firstplace in the
kgends Draw. They
proudly display
their trophies, made
by Lisa Melton.
The Texas Tornadoes were winners of the Team Event:
(back row) Tom Clubb, (left to right) Ron and Debbie
Bowers) Betty Rickman, Vicki, Bill Wooldridge)(kneelin^) SheriffHallber~.

ack and
than ever!
Carrying on the tradition of quality
you expect from the shuffleboard experts....
@Boards(our own exclusive finish)
@Weights(shuffler's top choice)
@Products(try our American Lightning control speed wax)

AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL
SHUFFLEBOARD CORPORATION
308 Railroad Ave., Hackensack, NJ 07602
Phone: 1-800-598-2881 FAX: 1-201-488-0770
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2nd Annual Thanksgiving Weekend Tournament,
Dixie Belle, Downey, California

Gordy Smith, Roland Metivier, John McDermott, and
Jerry Berquist were winners of the Dueces Wild event.
(Editor'sNote: See last month's issue for other wirzners
in this tournament.)

1st Annual Open Doubles at Tim's Timber
Tavern, Kelso, Washington, Oct. 8-9
Tim's Timber Tavern, 213 Allen St., Kelso, Washington, will host its first annual open doubles on Oct. 8-9,
$50 per team entry, double elimination, with sponsor sale
at 11 a.m. Saturday. $20 draw partners will start at 7
p.m. on Friday. Tournament directors will be Kevin
Larkin and Doug Debois.
A feed is scheduled for Saturday night.
For further information, call 206-636-2627. Recommended lodging is the Kelso Inn, 206-636-4610.

19th Annual Octoberfest Tourney, Corner
Tavern, Bow, Washington, Oct. 8-9
The Corner Tavern, 1255 Allan West Rd., Bow,
Washington, will host its 19th Annual Octoberfest
Tournament on Oct. 8-9. It's a bring partner event, $50
per team entry fee.
For further information, call the Comer Tavem at 206757-6113.

1st Annual Draw Partners, Sportsman Tavern,
Stanwood, Washington, Oct. 29-30
The Sportsman Tavem, Stanwood, Washington, will
host its 1st Annual Draw Partners "Shufflebcmd
Shootout" on Oct. 29-30. Entry fee is $25 per player,
with payouts of 50-25-15-10. The sponsor sale will start
at 10 a.m. Saturday, with boards open for play on Friday.
The Sportsman has two good boards, with three others
close by, and plenty of RV parking.
For information, call tournament director Murl Kindle,
206-652-5031, or the tavern, 206-629-3930.

This PCSA-sanctioned event is scheduled for Nov. 2427 at the Dixie Belle, 9559 E. Imperial Hwy., Downey,
California, and will include two events on four boards.
The first is an open doubles. Entry fee is $100 per team,
limited to 16 teams, 2 out of 3 double elimination. Sponsor
sale is set for Thursday, -Nov. 24,9 p.m., with play starting
on Friday at 10 a.m.
The second event is an ABC draw, $25 per player entry
fee, limited to 60 players, also 2 out of 3, double elimination. Sponsor sale will be held Friday at 8 p.m. with play
starting at noon on Saturday.
A complimentary buffet will be served on Saturday
between 2 and 6 p.m.
For information, contact Debbie or Eileen at the Dixie
Belle, 3 10-803-4943.Please post the enclosed (updated)
flyer in your favorite shuffleboard establishment.

10th Annual Thanksgiving Classic at Gold Nugget, Arlington, Texas, Nov. 24-27
The Gold Nugget Club, 2602 W. Division, Arlington,
Texas, will be the site for the 10th Annual Thanksgiving
Classic Tournament on Nov. 24-27.
Action will start with a draw partner event on Thursday
at 730, $50 entry fee. Single game, double elimination,
and no two pros or O's may draw up.
On Friday, 730 p.m., the bring partner is scheduled to
begin. $100 per team, single game, double elimination, and
no pros may playstogether.
On the agenda for Saturday at 5 p.m. is the draft team
event, patterned after the successful one held at this year's
Southwest Open. $300 per 6-person team. Everyone from
pros to 5's will play and the draft will be held in private so
no one will know in what order they were picked. This
event is double elimination, best of 9 games.
For information, contact David Williams, 8 17-4519583, or Bobby Williams, 817-496-8972.

Frank Hepler 55 and Older Tourney, Shamrock
Tavern, Longview, Washington, Nov. 25-27
A tournament in memory of Frank Hepler, a popular
Washington player who passed away just after he had
turned 55, will be held at the Shamrock Tavern,
Longview, Washington, on Nov. 25-27. It will be a 55
and Older Draw Partner event, starting at noon on Saturday. Come early for the $10 round robins on Friday night.
A popular feature of this shuffleboard tournament site
is the fanous chili by head chef and bartender Bernice.
There are motels within walking distance of the Shamrock. For information, call the tavern at 206-577-7774,
and ask for Jerry Berquist.
(continued on Page 6)
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Tourney Talk (continuedfrom Pngr 5,
Wright/Wilber Winners of Sue Spack Memorial
Rick Wright of Commerce and George Wilber of
Lansing were winners of the Sue Spack Memorial open
draw tournament at the Lakeside Lounge in Union Lake,
Michigan, on Aug. 27. Ken Gay of Waterford and Mary
McLaren of Saginaw took second place; Roland Harkless
of W. Bloomfield and Jimmy (the cop) Kumpula of
Detroit finished third.

Page 6

An "AnniversarySpecial" at Glenn's Tavern,
Funkstown, Maryland, Aug. 26-28
There was an added dimension to the fun-filled weekend of shuffleboard action at Glenn's Tavern in

Funkstown, Maryland, Aug. 26-28, as participating
shufflers honored Jane and Arlo Johnson of New York on
their 39th wedding anniversary.
Sczys Arlo to Jane:

"Keep drawing those
4's and we'll celebrate

No. 40." Says Jane to
Arlo: "Ditto!" The
arrr~iv~rsary
cake was
presented to the
Jolmwns by Lonzo
Ktlight and Alan Heuer
aid shared by all who
partic@ated in the
Glenn's Tavern
townamen t.

Rick Wright (left)and Board Talk Editor George Wilber
drew each other to take first in the Sue Spack Memorial
Benefit Tournament.
The tournament raised over $400 to help pay the
funeral expenses of Sue, who was a popular and talented
shuffler before her untimely death. Tournament director
Gene Gach thanksthose who participated and others who
contributed to the fund, particularly Rudy Stober of
Stober's Lounge in Lansing.
Correction: In last month's issue, it was reported that
Frank Blade and Jerry Hershrnan were winners of the Sue
Spack Benefit at Liberty Bar in Pontiac, with Jeff Cottrell
and Ken Gay in second place. Jeff and Ken were winners, with Frank and Jerry in second. Apologies from
your editors!

Auhmnfest Tourney, Glenn's Tavern,
Funkstown, Maryland, Oct. 21-23
A three-day, three-event tournament will be held at
Glenn's Tavern in Funkstown (yep! this is no typo; there
really is a Funkstown!), Maryland, on October 21-23.
Action will start on Friday at 6:30 p.m. with a draw
partner event, $10 per person entry. On Saturday, it will
be the popular bring partner event, $25 per team, starting
at 11 a.m. The singles, $20 entry, will start at noon on
Sunday. Sponsor sales for all events.
See ad in this issue and plan to participate in this fun
weekend of shufflin'. For further information andor to
save your spot, call tournament director Lonzo Knight,
301-432-2434, or Glenn's, 301-739-5025.

Friday night's draw partner tournament was won by
Lenny Dell of Maryland and Pete O'Neill of Florida.
(continued on Page 12)

in beautifil Funkstown, Maryland!

Fri., Oct. 21: Draw Partner, $10 entry
Sat., Oct. 22, Bring Partner, $25 team
Sun., Oct. 23, Singles, $20 entry

FOR INFORMATION: CALL
Lonzo Knight, 301432-2434

GLENN'S TAVERN
Funkstown, Maryland
Phone: 301-739-5025
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This letter starts our journey. Somehow we n e d to
get the general building "specs" for constructing a table
and board. A good rough sketch might do just fine. If I
knew where to write and buy the plans, I would, but I
don't know where to start. The obvious hang-up here is
that for you to answer this request will take time and
effort. I'm hoping there is a relatively simple answer for
our needs. We need all the general data for construction
-- length, height, width of table and board, height of
alleys, the proper height from floor, leveling adjustments mechanisms. Any tips would mean so much to
US.

Thanks so very much.

Cano Graham 97079-012, F.C.1 Sheridan 2-A, P.O.
Box 5002, Sheridan, OR 97378

Our salute to Playfair for responding so promptly to
your request with what information they could offer
and forforwarding your letter to us. We are publishing your letter, Cano, in the hope that others, maybe
from your own area, will respond with additional
information. There are a lot ofpeople in Oregon who
are knowledgeable about, and committed to, the game
of shufSleboard.
You are fortunate to have such a progressive
Recreation Department. We are certain that the
personnel who encourage your woodworking craftsmanship wouldfind that this sport would result in
benefitsfar beyond just building tables -- toplaying
the game. We may be prejudiced, but we believe the
discipline and good sportsmanship involved in this
game, in addition to skills that come with experience
andpractice, are greater than most sports. And with
1500potentialparticipants, you could have a number
of leagues with a number of hand-crafed boards!
We are adding you to our complimentary mailing
list and hope The Board Talk will serve as an inspirertion to you and others who share your residence.

Heartfelt Thanks from Billy Maxwell
On the weekend of Aug. 12-14, a benefit shuffleboard tournament was held at the Dixie Belle (Downey,
California) on behalf of my kids, Jamie and Nicholas,
in memory of their late mother, Sharon Maxwell.
People generously gave their time and money, as well
as items for raffling. Donations were also received
from all over the country and as far away as Canada.
The final tally will be in the neighborhood of $5,000.
It is very mcult to express my thanks on paper.
The words just don't seem to do justice to the great
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deed that has been done. But, please know that my
gratitude exists, as a feeling in my heart, not just for your
generous contributions, but also for the honor and privilege
of being able to call you my friends.
Most sincerely,
Bill Maxwell, Quail Valley, California

Wlu~nwe. S ~ Z Wyou in Quilcene, Bill, your gratitude for the
outpouring of caringfrom The World of ShufSleboard was
nrortJt~loquerktthan we can share here as well. Before we
wcJntl o press with this issue, we received a call from
PCSA ofJicia1 Paul Weber to update us on our last
nronth's report that $4,000 had been raised for your kids.
Thnrtks to people like Belljlower Bruce, who has always
givc~nhack to the game multitudes more than he gains
Ponr it, that memorial fund has grown to $5,000. Bruce
htrd to h4 checkiilg his cabin that was in the danger zone
ciuri~tgtlw area forest fires and couldn't be at the Dixie
tldle Benefit Tournament. But he did notforget your kids!
His Soitorom contribution will make life a little easierfor
.J(inrir rind Nicholas. If there are other shuflers who
would like to contribute to the Sharon Maxwell Benefit,
scwd your checks to the P.C.S.A., P.O. Box 8143, Bellflowor, CA 90706, with a notation that it is for the Maxwell Clddren's Benefit.

More News from The Dixie Belle
Here it is autumn already and we here at the Dixie Belle
arc getting ready for our Thanksgiving tournament. Jim
Anderson will be giving the boards an extra special bit of
attention while the rest of us, under the guidance of owners
Wes and Eileen Eades, will be giving the rest of our
facilities a good polishing in preparation for the festivities.
Taking a moment to brag about our Dixie Belle, we have
a great room for our players where they have -- on three of
our tables -- virtually no outside interruptions, and on our
fourth,just a little traftic going by one side. Also separate
from this, we have a lovely dining room with great food
and our front bar where there are activities other than
shuflleboard going on This is a great place for players ta
take a break and for non-players to find some extra amusements. All the staff are always ready to make your visit to
the Dixie Belle an enjoyable experience. We are (headed by
Wes, of course) a group of party animals!
Oncc again, the Southern California Happy Wanderers
were on the loose, myself included. 'Ihis time to Blinky's in
Santa Clara, California, where several of our players
participated in their Labor Day Tournament. Dick and
Barbara were very congenial hosts and their staff did their
best to show us a great time. Special thanks to announcer
Nelson Jennings, who did a great job -- clear and succinct;
(continued on Page 18)
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1994-95 Calendar of Shuffleboard Events
OCTOBER 1994
Oct. 1
27th Annual Fall Doubles
American Legion Post 424
Bourbon, Indiana
Oct. 8-9
1st Annual Open Doubles
Tim's Timber Tavern
Kelso, Washington
Oct. 8-9
19th Annual Octoberfest Bring
Partner Tournament
Corner Tavern
Bow, Washington
Oct. 14-16
Autumnfest Tournament
Glenn's Tavern
Funkstown, Maryland
Oct. 15
1st Series of Five Doubles
Beef's
Kendallville, Indiana
Oct. 21-23
Auturnnfest Tournament
Glenn's Tavern
Funkstown, Maryland
Oct. 22-23
Mixed Doubles Tournament
BZ's Sports Bar & Grill
Seattle, Washington
Oct. 29-30
1st Annual Draw Partners
Sportsman Tavern
Stanwood, Washington

NOVEMBER
Nov. 5-6
DrawlBring Partner
Mickey's Place
Henderson, Maryland
Nov. @I$
2nd in Series of 5 Doubles
Beef's
Kendallville, Indiana

Nov. 24-27
State of Michigan Championships
Pasquale's Bar
Lansing, Michigan
Nov. 24-27
2nd Annual Thanksg.lving
Weekend Tournament
Dixie Belle
Downey, California
Nov. 24-27
loth Annual Thanksgiving
Classic
Gold Nugget Lounge
Arlington, Texas
Nov. 25-27
Frank Hepler 55 & Older
Draw Partner Tournament
Shamrock Tavern
Longview, Washington
Nov. 25-27
6th Annual Indiana State
Championships
Chance's "R"
Muncie, Indiana
Nov. 26-27
Thanksgiving Doubles Tourney
BZ's Sports Bar & Grill
Seattle, Washington

Is YOUR
tournament
listed here?
If not,
why not?

Spread the word!

DECEMBER
Dec. 2-4
Winter Tournament
Harvey's Place

Street, Maryland
Dec. 10-11
Annual Christmas Tournament
Harrington Moose
Harrington, Delaware
Dec. 31
New Year's Eve Doubles
Beef's
Kendallville, Indiana
December
Annual Santa Classic
Balloon Inn
Arvada, Colorado

Jan. 21
3rd in Series of 5 Doubles
Beef's
Kendallville, Indiana
Jan. 28-29
Pro-Am DrawIBring Partner
Mickey's Place
Henderson, Maryland
Jan. 31-Feb. 5
PCSA Extravaganza VII
Alladin ~ o t e l l ~ a s i n o
Las Vegas, Nevada
Feb. 18-19
Sweetheart Tournament
Blue Goose
Port Orchard, Washington
Feb. 18
4th in Series of 5 Doubles
Beef's
Kendallville, Indiana

THE BOARD TALK
421 E. Sheridan Rd., Lansing, MI 48906; Phone: 517-371-2538

1995 Calendar of Shuffleboard Events
MARCH 1995
March 3-5
3-Event Tournament
Harvey's Place
Street, Maryland
March 18-19
Shuffleboard Affair Doubles
Town Tavern
Sequirn, Washington
March 25
5th in Series of 5 Doubles
Beefs
Waterloo, Indiana

APRIL1995

-

April 14-16
Spring Tournament
Harvey's Place
Street, Maryland
April 29
Open Singles
Beefs
Kendallville, Indiana

Three FREE gift subscriptions to The
Board Talk will be sent to every
tournament listed in the Calendar of
Shuffleboard Events upon request.
Just call George or Donna at 517-3712538.
You can use them as drawings or as
"thank you's" to your volunteer help, or
anyway you wish.

Mav 1995
May 19-21
Spring Tournament
Glenn's Tavern
Funkstown, Maeland

JUNE 1995
June 12-18
1lth Annual Board Talk
Shufflers' Reunion Tournament
Harvey's Place
Street, Maryland
June 17-18
Invitational Tournament
Shotze's Rock-N-Roll
Everett, Washington

JULY 1995
Jdy 22-23
Singles Tournament
Town Tavern
Sequim, Washington

The professional image of your
tournament is projected through the
flyers you distribute. Let us do it for
you! You can't have a flyer typeset,
designed with appropriate artwork and
mailed to hundreds of shufflers for less
than $100. That's all it costs to have it
mailed in The Board Talk. Just send us
the information; we'll do the rest. Must
be received by the 15th of the month for
publication in the next issue.

THE
BOARD TALK
421 E. Sheridan Rd.
Lansing, M I 48906

SUN-GLO
MEETING THE NEEDS OF
SHUFFLEBOARD PLAYERS
WITH Q U A L I m CONSISTENCY
AND SERVICE SINCE 1936

*Finest Quality Weights at Lowest Possible Price
Spangler Weights 2-5/8"
Style "C" Weights 2-5/8"
Spangler I1 Weights "Cadets" 2-1/8"
Shuffle Alley Weights 2-7/8" and Jr. Weights 1-5/8"
(ALL SETS AVAILABLE IN RED, GREEN OR BLUE CAPS)

*Plastic Scoreboards and "T" Squares
*Six Different Wax Speeds
*Combo Cleaner & Master Glaze & Paste Wax
*Shuffleboard Silicone Spray
*Deck Shuffleboard Sets and Accessories

Sun-Glo
Corporation
111-115 Heckel St., Belleville, N.J. 07109
Phone: 201-759-4474 or 201-759-3321 FAX: 201-759-6157

In Memoriam

--

-

Sept. 16, 1994 -- As we were wrapping up this
issue of The Board Talk, we received a call from our
friend, Bill Lally of Pennsylvania, with the news that
another good friend, Mickey Mickens of New Jersey,
had passed away. We join others in The World of
Shuffleboard who pay tribute to a legendary player
who helped write the history of shuffleboard
When we first met Mickey, we'd already heard a lot
of stories about his escapades, but he didn't immediately make our list of favorites. He was a bit boisterous and unorthodox (when he pounded his weight on
the newly-refinished board in Howell, Michigan, at our
Board Talk Shufflers' Reunion, George nearly had a
stroke!). But, once we got to know him, we found him
to be a sensitive person, totally devoted to the sport of
shuffleboard and to his wife and family. He was past
his "prime" by then, but as one of the original "hustlers" of the '50s and '60s, he had many stories to tell
that we wish we had an oppomnity to record. He
literally spanned the generations of shuffleboard and
even though he had suffered from ill health the past
few years, he never gave up. Indeed, he was playing in
a local tournament when he was stricken for the last
time.
By the time you receive this issue, Mickey's funeral
will already have been held. But it's not too late to let
his wife Claire know that you care. Send your messages of sympathy to:
Claire Mickens
309 Homestead Ct.
Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054

BUBBA 'S
PLACE, INC.

-

Glen Cove's
Best Kept Secret!
WELCOMES
SHUFFLEBOARD
TO
LONG ISLAND'S
NORTH SHORE!
SHUFFLEBOARD
AND
TEXAS BAR-B-Q!

"WHERE
YOU'LL
ALWAYS
FIND A
GAME!
516-???-????

Mickey (left, his wife Claire and some of the
many fiends he leaves behind.
George and Donna Wilber
The Board Talk

SEE NEXT MONTH'S
BOARD TALK
FOR DETAILS
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Second place went to Doug Fridley of the Dew Drop
Inn, Waterloo, New York, and John Lucas, Millington,
Md. Third went to Jim Snyder, Williamsport, Md., and
Harvey Comer, Harvey's Place, Street, Md.

Lenny Dell of Marylnnd
and Pete O'Neill of Florida
were winners of the draw
partner event at Glenn's
Tavern, Funkstown,
Marylund,
on Aug. 26-28.

Dave Cowan and Kenny Reeves were first-place finishers
at Rome's Saloon.

Local favorites Jim Snyder of Williarnsport, Md., and
Lonzo Knight of Sharpsburg, Md. were winners of the
bring partner event. Second went to Bunky Gem,
Queenstown, Md., and Arlo Johnson, New York, with
Jeny Garber, Hagerstown, Md., and Pete O'Neill, Florida,
in third.

Jim Snyder and
Lonzo Knight were
winners of the
bring partner event.

George Ostrum and Morey Balins seem nappy enough
with second place honors.

In the Sunday singles, Lenny Dell was the winner, with
Lonzo Knight in second and Charlie Hawkins of
Hagerstown in third place.
"Thanksto John Thomas, owner of Glenn's Tavern, for
hosting the tournament," says reporter Donna Snyder.
"Thanks also to Cathie, Peaches and Brenda for the fine
buffet, and barmaids Jeanie and Fran for all their help.
And thanksto Lonzo Knight for his time involved in
directing the tournament. We hope to see everyone again,
as well as many new faces, at our next tournament on Oct.
21-23."

Steve Wilson and Chris Danke travelled all the way
from Washington to take thirdplace at Rome's bringpartner tournament.

ReevesiCowan Winners at Rome's Saloon

Davidson Brothers Tops at Balloon Inn

Kenny Reeves and Dave Cowan teamed up to take top
honors in the doubles tournament at Rome's Saloon in
Denver, Colorado, on Aug. 19-21. It was a 2 out of 3,
double elimination event, and Rome's added $300 to the
pot.

It was another great turnout for the 4th Annual
Balloon Inn Open in Arvada, Colorado. Coming out on
top of a field of tough contenders and taking the largest
share of the $6,000 pot were brothers Glen and Dave
Davidson from Oklahoma.
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and Phil Gardiner, 3rd; Dick Doak and Carl Roush,
4th; Kevin Larkin and Dick Heflin, 5th; Mike Thorpe
and Dan Hitt, 6th.

(left) Doug Buhl, winner of the singles, with

Dave Davidson (left)and Glen Davidson of Oklahoma
receive congratulationsfrom hostess Gwen Vogt.

runner-up Mike Thorpe. (right)ChuckNorris and
Doug Buhl, winners of the doubles.

Jody Slack (left)and
Morey Balins of
Denver took second
place honors.
Finishing third
were George Ostrum
of Denver and Rick
Boyer.

"Thanksto.all who participated, especially all the out
of state players who came in," said hosts Ron and Gwen
Vogt. "We had a great time! Watch for our 5th Santa
Classic Open coming in December."

BuhWaterslNorris Big Winners at Crazy
Canucks Tournament
The Crazy Canucks Annual Labor Day Tournament
was held at the AN & AF Unit 68, Vancouver, British
Columbia, on Sept. 1-4.Action started on Thursday
night with the "Winston Jim" open draw doubles and
attracted 34 entries. Taking first place were Doug Buhl
of Oregon and Mike Waters of Washington. Second
place went to a couple local fellows, Teny Burns and
Mike Billings.
There were 31 entries in the singles with Doug Buhl
again corning out on top after beating Jim Allis of
Washington in a great three-game match in the "B"
bracket to meet Mike Thorpe of Washington in the finals.
Finishing fourth was Dick Heflin of Oregon, with Bob
Jacobsen of Oregon and Dick Doak of Washington in
fifth and sixth spots.
- Doug Buhl made it a triple-header by winning the
doubles with his partner, Chuck Norris of Oregon. Jim
Allis and Glen Davidson of Oklahoma took second place
honors. Others in the winner's circle were: Bob Jacobsen

(left)Glen Davidson and Jim Allis took second
place in the doubles. (right)Hostess Marg Okum
wishes Madge GofSa Happy Birthday.

"On Sunday morning, I had the honor of escorting
Madge Goff to a table that had a birthday cake and
card signed by everyone and a bottle of champagne
from Glen," reports Marg Okum. "What a great lady
she is. It was their first time here at our tourney and
it was a real pleasure to meet two such nice people.
She is also the owner of some fantastic earrings!
"It was not only the first time here for Glen 'Play
Your Way Across the U.S.A.' Davidson (a very nice
guy; loved your camper, Glen) and Madge, but
others, too: Phil Gardiner from Arizona, Bob
Sacohsen of Washington, Bob Leitriz, Don
Stallsworth, Carl Roush, Moose and his wife (Moose
is into making birdhouses, of which I was lucky
enough to get one). It's always a pleasure to meet
new players and great to see old friends who love the
game of shuffleboard. We look forward to seeing you
again next year," said Marg.
"Thanks to our president Bill Wonnacott, manager
Bill Weir, Executive Club members, bar staff,
kitchen staff, tournament director Brian Burchinski,
auctioneer Kevin Larkin, Gord Smith (who sends a
personal thanks to Glen Davidson for his knowledge
and help in looking after six boards), The Shuffle(continued on Page 16)
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More Notebook
Some Deserved Recognition from The Shuffleboard Federation
Last month in our article that included information
about the recent North American Shuffleboard Championships in Reno, we thanked all those people whose
efforts helped the tournament run smoothly.
When writing that type of information, your worst fear
is that you will forget to include someone who deserved
to be recog&ed. Well, sorry to say, we neglected to
mention three of them.
We would, therefore, like to take this opportunity to
recognize Penny Cottrell, who helped with the auctions,
Roland Metivier, who helped with take-down, and last,
but not least, the man with the booming voice who is as
good an auctioneer as anyone in the country, Bill
Wooldridge.
Thank you so much for your support.

....

John McDermott, President, The Shuffleboard Federation, Inc., Northville, Michigan
We know thefeeling, John. Every tournament director/
sponsor has thatfear because so much depends upon
those volunteers who are always there when you need
them. While none of us takes themfor granted and don't
appreciate their efSorts, it's difSicult to remember
everyone, especially when you're faced with a deadline!
We're sure Penny and Roland and Bill will appreciate
your thanks. .

A Call for Help from California
I have just moved out here to California from Royal
Oak, Michigan, and was expecting to be in the "heart" of
the shuffleboard community (The Board Talk states that
California is the largest shuffleboard state in the union).
Instead, I have discovered many shuffleboards inside
bars and pool halls, but there is no interest in the game. I
have talked to many of these bar owners and have begun
maintaining these shuffleboards and am interested in
starting some leagues and tournaments in the area.
Could you please send me the names and addresses of
subscribers in the following cities: Carlsbad, San
Marcos, Vista, Escondido, Encinita, Poway, Oceanside,
San Diego, and La Costa.
Also, could you give me some information on how to
get my tournament on the Calendar of Shuffleboard
Events in your newsletter.
Jason Papa, 930 Lake Ridge Drive
San Marcos, CA 92069
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We'ropublishing your letter, Jason, because we believe
d r t r Crrl(forniasubscribers can be of more help to you
t l m we can. Even though it is our biggest subscriber
stnte, a lot of the names of cities you mentioned are
t o t d yforeign to us. We admire your eflorts and hope
you will receive some assistance. While you're waiting
for the letters to start pouring out (please don't disappoint us, California subscriber^)^ we have some suggestionsfor contacts: A1 Stewart, A & M Amusement,
Service, 818-444-3790; the Pacijic Coast Shufleboard
Association, 310-926-2152; Belljlower Bruce, 714-5491955; and Dudley Hutcherson, who just moved to Sun
Dic~gofrom Florida, where he got some action going
there.
How do you get on the Calendar of Events? Simply let
us know when and where and it will be published. Plus,
you get three free gift subscriptionsfor drawings or
however you wish to use them. It doesn 't cost a cent to be
listc~don the calendar, but we encourage tournament
directorshponsors to purchase jlyers to spread the word
about the event. It works! Just ask those who have made
that investment.

LEAGUE DISCOUNTS!
Tired of paying too much for too little?
With our league discount program, you do not have to
make a choice between price or quality!
You can have both....
The best products and the best prices:

NEW PRODUCTS
@Try our new and improved
Super Slick Silicone Spray,
@and our new Ultra-Glide,
powdered wax
For more information, call or write:

The Shuffleboard Federation, Inc.
41761 Onaway Drive, Northville, MI 48167
Toll-Free: 1-800-380-3033

Phone: 810-380-9300
FAX: 810-380-9305
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S. Walnut in Muncie, just two blocks west of the Holiday
Inn, and has four boards. To register, call your hosts,
Bob and Karen Schounce, 317-284-0855, or tournament
director Steve Hart, 3 17-485-4368.

TOurney Talk (~ontinuedfrom pag; 13)
board Federation for their products (and, again, those
laminated draw sheets that make things much easier), the
club board players who helped with everything from
husking corn to looking after the draw sheets. Without all
these people, we couldn't hold a successful tournament.
Last, but most important, thanks to the players themselves. Without them, there would be no such thing as a
tournament.
"As we are still young at holding tournaments, we
appreciate everyone's advice and input. It is most important to us. We will be considering their suggestions and
changes will come as we learn. Thanks again to all you
players who come and play and take the time to share
your knowledge. You're all great! See you next year,"
said Marg.

1st Call for Shuffleboard Extravaganza VII,
Aladdin, Las Vegas, Jan. 31-Feb. 5,1995
Request your vacation time, order your airline tickets,
and use the enclosed tournament registration and room
reservation form in this issue, for the Pacific Coast
Shuffleboard Association's Extravaganza VII, Jan. 31Feb. 5. Please note that all money for entries and rooms
(you must be a registered guest at the Aladdin to participate in the tournament, unless you live locally) must be in
by Dec. 30,1994. But don't wait until the last minute!
Entries are limited and so are the number of rooms in the
tower -- first come, first served.
There are six events on the schedule: a bring your
partner amateur doubles, $100 per team; an A-B draw,
$50 per player; pro singles, $300 per player; amateur
team (must have two women players), $300 per team; pro
doubles, $ 2 0 per team; and women's singles, $100 per
player. Anyone playing in the amateur team or anateur
doubles will be ineligible for pro singles and pro doubles;
women playing in the women's singles will be ineligible
for the pro doubles.
Complete details are contained in the enclosed flyer. If
you have questions,call the PCSA, 310-926-2152.

Some of the Crazy Canucks
who are looking forward to
seeing you next year:Joanie
Millar, Gord Smith, Marly
Atkinson, and Dianna
Madsen.

Beef Schedules Another "Series of Five" Doubles
Based on the success of last year's first "Series of
Five" open doubles at Beefs in Kendallville, Indiana,
Beef announces a repeat. Again, $2,006 will be added to
the entry pot by Playfair, Inc. and Dale Gushman. The
first four teams to place the highest in the series will vie
for a percentage of that added-money.Beef will also
present jackets to the first-place finishers of the five
series.
Entry fee for each of the series is $40, with sale at 11
a.m. If there are over 16 teams registered, it will be mark
4, play to 15 until money games. Payback is: lst, 50% 4
points; 2nd, 30%, 3 points; 3rd, 15%, 2 points; and 4th,
5%, 1point.
The first match is scheduled for Oct. 15, followed by
matches on Nov. 21, Jan. 21, Feb. 18, and March 25.
Please post the enclosed flyer in your favorite shuffle- -~
board site. If you have questions, call Beef at 219-3479965.
6th Annual Indiana State Shuffleboard Championships, Nov. 25-27, Chance's "R", Muncie
Open to Indiana residents only, this event will include
an open singles on Friday, Nov. 25, $20 entry; open
doubles on Saturday, Nov. 26, $50 entry; mixed doubles,
$30 entry, and women's singles, $15 entry, on Sunday,
Nov. 27. Payout will be 40-30- 15-5.
The tournament site, Chances "R", is located at 3421

October 1994

-

"Over the Hill" Tourney Honors Pioneer at
Shamrock, Longview, Washington
Sept. 3 was a day to be remembered at the Shamrock
Tavern in Longview, Washington. It was a day when the
"old and over the hill" and some not-so-over-the-hill
shufileboard players gathered to pay tribute to Jack
Tyler, formerly from Longview and now from Palm
Springs, California.
"Jack is a man most of us on the West Coast feel is
somewhat like Bob (Mr. Shuffleboard) Miles, not so
much as a player, but as a shuffleboard promoter," said
Ralph Duarte, who served as co-tournament director with
Tyler. "He used to own the Boondox Tavern in Longview
back in the160s.He started the big tournament at the
fairgrounds where they would have 18 boards in one
building. It would last for two weekends and was mostly
team events."
There were 16 teams in the "Over the Hill" tournament
and Ralph reports that there could have been more if time
had allowed. "Nexttime we have this, well plan for
more," he said. "This will only happen when Jack Tyler
comes back to see us, so hurry back, Jack!"
Winners were the not-so-far-over-the-hill team of Jim
(continued on Page 23)
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Frisco Eddie's Revenge:
The Return
A series by Balboa Ron Schweikert
Las Vegas, Nevada

Eddie and Shelli had just left the Blue Moon after the
confrontation over whether Eddie and Lil would team up
and go on the road. Lil had her hand placed over Bob's as
she said: "Bob, I really need to talk to you ....."
Lil looked directly into Bob's eyes as she began: "Shelli
sure is mad, and I can see her point. But I think Eddie
ought to get his chance to get to the big time, you know.
Now, you heard the whole thing....could you help me out
with this?"
Bob had been around long enough to know that Eddie
did, indeed, have the potential to go to the "Big Show."
He also knew he wasn't going to get there if he was held
back at the Blue Moon. He really wanted to retire soon,
however, and Eddie was a part of that plan. He said to
Lil: "I'll tell you what, Lil, I'm sure not going to encourage Eddie to go on the road with you. On the other hand,
I won't go out of my way to insist that he stays here. In
other words, I'll stay kind of neutral in this thing. He
knows I need him here, so I don't have to push that point.
I'm willing to call Heads or Tails in this thing. O.K.'?"
Lil was relieved when she heard that and she let Bob
know it by saying: "I can't ask for anything fairier than
that, Bob. You're quite a guy." Then, she wrote down her
hotel and room number and gave it to Bob.
In the meantime, Eddie and Shelli had a full-blown
encournter after they got home. They went round-andround over the thing until the wee hours of the morning.
Shelli finally announced that she had said all she was
going to say -- and went to bed. After awhile, Eddie
decided to let the thing go for the night and turn in, too,
as he had to pull his shuft and play in the tournament the
next day.
Eddie showed up for his shift the following day (after
having had very little sleep). When the opportunity arose,
he had a talk with Bob. It was a short talk, as Bob stuck
to his word and basically told Eddie that he had to play
his own hand in the matter. Eddie had half-way hoped
that Bob would lay down the law, which would help him
make up his mind.
After a couple hours into his shift, Eddie decided he
had to make a move. He went over to Bob and asked if
Ul had left the number of her hotel. Bob didn't say
anything as he handed him the slip of paper. Eddie went
to the office then and dialed. When he got through to the
extension (and before he had a chance to say anything),
the voice on the other end said: "Hi, Eddie, I've been
waiting. ...."
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Eddie took the lead then and said, "I had a hunch you
might be, Lil -- how was your night?" Lil replied, "Aside
from being a little lonesome, just fine. How'd it go with
Shelli -- and Bob?" "Shelli went 'ballastic' last night, but
Bob was cool; he knows the score," was the answer.
Then Lil said: "Well, Eddie, I know you didn't have a lot
of time, but did you make a decision?" Eddie told her: "Just
about. But this is a big step and I'm kind of on-the-fence
with this thing." Lil advised him then: "Look, we need to
talk some more. I didn't have a chance to really explain
everything last night."
Just then Bob opened the door and said, "Eddie, I need
some help out here -- and I need it now! The Sunday
tournament is about to start and we're swamped. Let's go,
O.K.'?"
(continued on Page 18)

Take Your Best Shot!
Gametime has taken the best in
shuffleboard and made it better!
We've added an improved scoring
system and pin-gate to make this table
perfect for any location. And, it's
offered in six lengths 12', 14', 16',
IS', 20 ' and 22'.

--

OTHER FEATURES
INCLUDE:

-

Poly-resin coated
playing surface
~ i n furniture
e
finish
Revolutionary
scoring system
Optional light kit

kWerefinish all brands of shuffleboards. Call
us for details.

GAMETIME
7100 Burns, North Richland Hill, Texas 76118
817-284-3499 FAX 817-595-1506
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on during the day for those interested in that old sport!
ShuMeboard is a wonderful sport and we here at the
(contimed from page 1 7)
Dixie Belle encourage new players to come and mix right
Eddie told LIl: "I have to go now. I'll talk to you later,
in. Our new league is just getting ready for its fall start
or something." Lil said: "O.K., but I don't want to go to
and we're looking forward to some good competition. We
the Blue Moon. I don't need any more hassles." They
feel we have something to offer all players, from future
hung up then, and Eddie went back to the bar.
pros to current pros, so drop in any time and lag a few
The place had filled up and, even with the extra
with us.
weekend help, Eddie had his hands fill. Bob filled in for
Once again, along with Wes and Eileen Eades, we
Eddie as it was his turn to play for the Blue Moon team.
hope to see you soon.
Eddie and his partner won by a landslide! Eddie thought
to himself: "This is a joke. What I need is some real
Dixie Debbie, The Dixie Belle, Downey, California
action -- liie last night, with Lil."
After he got back to his station, he saw something he
Every "Play Your Way.Across the USA" shufleboard
didn't want to see right then. It was Shelli. She took a
establishment must be jealous of the Dixie Belle for
stool at Eddie's end of the bar. He brought her usual and
having such an enthusiastic public relations agent as
said: "Hi, Love. How are you doing?" Shelli said: "How
you, Debbie! Sure, it is '[freeadvertising," but we
do you think I'm doing, Champ? We need to talk some
welcome promotion from any establishment that is as
more."
proud of what it offers shuflers as the Dixie Belle. We
"I know, but I can't get into it now; take a look at this
appreciate your contributions, Debbie, and we appreciplace! We'll talk after I get home, O.K.?" was the reply.
ate the advertising support Wes and Eileen give us.
Shelli said: "O.K., I'll be waiting." After finishing her
When we retire, the Dixie Belle will be one of the many
drink, she left without even a wave goodbye.
places we hope to visit.
Just before Eddie's shift was up, the phone rang. Eddie
was closest, so he picked it put. The low and lusty voice
Travelling Glen and Madge Go "FulI Circle"
on the other end said, "Eddie, I've got this thing figured
Our trip started in May at the Bourbon, Indiana,
out. You'll be off in a little while and we need to meet.
tournament and we've only spent two days at home since
I've got a jug of some good stuff here in my room. Now,
then.
From Bourbon, we headed out for Denver, then to
why don't you just come over here, so we can get get this
the
Dixie
Belle in California, then to Quilcene and
thing straightened out. I'm in Room 13, Eddie."
Canada, with Reno and Vegas in between.
Before he made his reply, he thought, "Wow! I told
Marg Okum and the rest of the crew did a great job
Shelli I'd be there!"
running
the tournament in Vancouver, B.C., Canada. On
His mind was really jacked-up now. Then his answer
our
way
back down, we stopped at Jim and Michelle
came:"Room 13....Order some ice...I'll be there in 30
Foran's and also visited Dave Amdt and his wife. We
minutes."
stopped at the Corner Tavern in Bow, Washington, run
(To be continued)
by Steve Fisher and his wife. They had a Friday night
meat shoot. We also stopped by and visited "Moose" and
his wife in Mt. Vernon. He builds bird houses and I
(continuedj?ompage 7)
bought 4 or 5 to take home to Oklahoma. We also
also good singles play, Nelson! Our group visited in
stopped at the Shamrockin Longview and at Shotze's in
waves with Susie and Gary Jones arriving early; Wes,
Everett. They've got two boards there and John Martin is
Eileen and I in the middle, and our great men's singles
trying to get a league started there. I wish him a lot of
and doubles players arriving early and staying through to
luck; there's a lot of work involved in getting the action
the end. I wish I had room to mention all 15 or so of us,
going.
but I know a few will be listed in the stats. We -- players
We've met a lot of nice new people in our travels and
and fans-- all had a fine time. Thank you, Blinky's!
renewed a lot of old acquaintances. It's been quite a trip
Do try and make our Thanksgiving tournament (see
and I hope it won't be the last. From here, well return to
enclosed flyer for details). It's going to be major fun for
Bourbon, Indiana, for their Fall Tournament, so we've
players and spectators alike. Thanksgiving dinner will be
come full circle.
available and our chefs, Don and Chris, are excellent -plus, we do the dishes! Aside from tournament action,
Glen Davidson, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
there will be live music and dancing Friday and Saturday
nights and Karoake Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday
See more news of Glen's and Madge's trip in Tourney
nights. Of course, we'll have the football games
Talk articles in this issue.
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Notebook

A SPECIAL SALUTE
TO ALL PARTICIPANTS
OF THE TH ANNUAL
SKIP'S LOUNGE/BOARD TALK
TOURNAMENT

We think you're the greatest people in the world
and you're welcome here any time!
Special congratulations to the winners but, in our book, there were no
"losers" in this tournament. You are ALL WINNERS!
--Skip and Carole Sliwa

SKIP'S LOUNGE
8895 W. Houghton Lake Drive, Hougton Lake, Michigan
Phone: 517-422-5422
"In the heart of Michigan's Vacation Wonderland"
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SKZP'S/BOARD TALK TOURNEY KEEPS ON
GROWING AND GROWING! ~ o u ~ h t Lake,
o n Michigan
Sept. 9-11,1994

....

A Bit of History
It all started with the resounding success of the 6th
h u a l Board Talk Shufflers' Reunion Tournament in
1990, held at Skip's Lounge and the Northway Lounge
in Houghton Lake, Michigan. Despite the fact that
shufflers had to shuffle across the M-55lUS 27
intersection throughout the long weekend, they liked
the area and they liked the hospitality of Skip's
Lounge. While the Board Talk Reunion grew beyond
the boundaries of the state of Michigan, so did the
demand for a return to Houghton Lake.
In response to that demand, George and Donna from
The Board Talk and Skip and Carole of Skip's Lounge
decided to stage an annual tournament in that popular
location. They set an objective: it would be an opportunity for lesser experienced players to draw pros and
more experienced players in a draw partner event,
along with an open singles. For four years, that format
has met that objective with new faces in the winners'
circle every year:
1991: 15 teams in the draw; 16 in the singles.
Winners of the draw -- Tom Meagher and Betty
Parrish (which is the pro?); 2nd, pro Cheryl Collins
and Paul Oster; 3rd, pro Gordie Collins and our
bracketeer Rob Kern. Gordie Collins won the singles
title, with Sonny Morgan in second and Bjerne Sunde
in third
1992: There were 50 players in the draw and 25 in
the singles, vying for a pot of $6540. Tournament host
Skip Sliwa and partner Frank Parrish took first with
Frank's dad, Slick, and his partner, Bjerne Sunde in
second. J.R. Lopez of Lansing and local Jerry Cooley
took third, with Houghton Laker Mike Kunik and
Jackie Dunn in fourth. In his first "fly-in" from Indianapolis, Larry Creakbaum beat out local favorite Jim
Podeski for first place in the singles. J.R. Lopez
finished third, with John Myles in fourth place.
1993: There were 74 players in the draw and 24 in
the singles, with a total pot of $10,222. Pro Jim Long
drew Norm Brown to take first place in the draw, with
Ken Gay and Jim Rodgers in second; Bert Lowe and
Eugene McLe~din third; and Chuck Marsh and Mark
Holland in fourth. The Red Baron, Larry Creakbaum,
successfully defended his singles title with John
McDermott in second; Jim Long in third; Jeff Cottrell
in fourth; Steve Blue and Dave Boaz, fifth and sixth.
1994: It seemed to bookkeeper Donna Wilber and

bracketeer Rob Kern that the 70 people who lined up to sign
up for the draw partners had to be a record, but not so,
according to last year's account. The singles sign-up, at 30,
was a new record, and so was the total pot of $10,165 for
the weekend.

A Salute to the Pros
When we looked at our objective of teaming up pros with
amateurs, and matched that with the involvement of pros
during this past tournament and those before it, it's worthy
of some recognition. From the very fist tournament, when
professional Cheryl Collins literally took a local Houghton
Lake player out of the fields to first place, to our last
tournament when those we determined were our top 12
players willingly nurtured amateurs to take-Them to new
heights, that objective was reached.
A special salute to John Tischler, Larry Creakbaum, Jim
Long, J.R. Lopez, Bjerne Sunde, Chris Passariello, and
Dave Boa, pros who have been part of this program since
the beginning. And to pros new to this scene this year:
Buddy Broka, Steve Wilson, Chris Danke, Steve Hart, and
Bobby Voorhis. These people know, when they sign up, that
they might draw a beginning shuffler who will not help them
win the "big money." Yet, they take the time and the care to
counsel, guide, direct, teachand we salute them for this
investment in the future of shuffleboard.

It was a great
experiencefor Ziggy
Sliwa of Houghton
Lake (Skip's Dad)
to draw one of the
top women players
in the USA.,
Chris Danke of
Washington.
Theyfinished fifth
in the draw parthner
event.

"These pros have no idea what playing with them and
learning from them mean to the amateurs," said Board Talk
Editor George Wilber. "They deserve all the credit in the
world."

October 1994

The Board Talk

A Sluprise Team Finishes First!
Officials took the "top 12" and drew their partners
from a pool of the least experienced in the field of 70
players. Five of those 12 teams ended up in the winners'
circle: Chris Passariello and Penny Morgan, both from
Michigan, 2nd place; Bobby Voorhis of Indiana and
Chuck Marsh of Houghton Lake, 3rd; Steve Hart of
Indiana and John McLaren of Michigan, 4th; Chris
Danke of Washington and Ziggy Sliwa of Houghton
Lake, and Buddy Broka of Ohio and Walt Cannell of
Michigan in 5th and 6th places.
The exception was what turned out to be a dynamic
duo of Larry Huffer, Indiana, and Trish Tolsdorf of
Michigan, who beat Chris and Penny in an exciting finals
match.
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Chuck Marsh and Bobby Voorhis, third place finishers,
ham it up for the camera.

Bjerne Sunde Dethrones "Red Baron"
For the past two years, Larry Creakbaum (the Red
Baron) has flown in from Indiana to take the singles
crown and this year, there were 29 determined players out
to get him. In the end, it was Bjerne Sunde and John
Myles, both of Michigan, battling it out for the title. In
the last game, Bjerne jokingly covered one eye and said:
"If John can play with one arm,I can play with one eye."
John was "hyped" but it was the cool Bjerne who prevailed.
1994 Skip'sBoard Talk Draw Partner winners Trish
Tolsdorf and Larry Huffer proudly display theirfirstplace plaques.

Michigan dominated the singles winners' circle this
year: (from left) Bjerne Sunde, who received a
Budweiser jacket along with his first place plaque; John
Myles, second; and Jeff Cottrell, third.
Second-place finishers Penny Morgan and Chris

Passariellopush winning smiles as they accept their
trophies.

v~s"

@CashierBetty Parrish

Larry Huffer picked up another money envelope for his
fourth place finish. J.R. Lopez of Michigan and Steve
Hart of Indiana were fifth and sixth.
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THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES.....

Thanks to Dick and Terri Rosekrans and Brandy, who
provided us with board and room during our weekend at
Houghton Lake.

Thanks to Steve Hart, who sewed as our auctioneer at
our very first Board Talk Reunions and returned this
weekend to do it again!

Thanks to Bjeme Sunde, a class act winner who has
been with usfrom the veryfirst Houghton Lake event.

Thanks to John Myles, who teaches The World of
Shufleboard that a handicap is NOT!

Thanks to the "Kuebler CookiesUfromSaginaw who let
us know that age is not a factor in shufleboard.

Thanks topeople like Jimmy and Skip who keep the
sport going and going and going.. ....
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Tourney Talk (continuedfrom page I 61
("one of the nicest guys around) Foran and Fred
("Firehouse) Johns. Second place honors went to Vic
("the Beef") Johnson and Jack White. Doug Debois and
Ron Rice (who hadn't played in years) finished third.
Besides the fun everyone had at this tournament, Ralph
believes something good may have happened as a result.
"I hear some of the over-the-hill players may come back
and play league this year. Sure hope so. Thanks a lot,
Jack," he said.

Ron Rice takes a pause that refreshes after taking third
place with partner Doug Debois.

Fred (Firehouse)Johns and Jim Foran were winners of
the "Over the Hill" tournament at the Shamrock.
(Editor's Note: Those white locks don'tfool us, Jim; it
will be a while before you see "our side" of the hill!)

Vic (The Beef3 Johnson and Jack Whitefinished second

What happened at
Texas Mist?
Blinky 's Sports Cafe?
Full House?
Read all about it in
next month's issue!

The two gentlemen
who made it happen,
tournament.directors
Jack Tyler and Ralph
Duarte (nice hat!).
The tournament
honored Tylerfor his
promotion of the sport
of shufleboard.

Sherburne Tournament Success Again!
Milt Benedict, his family and the American Legion
Post 876 of Sherburne, New York, invited all to one of
their two annual tournaments on Sept. 9-11. They
provided five boards (with a sixth available if needed) for
a large number of participants who were anxious to get
back into action after the summer slowdown. "Fall was in
the air and the scenery was really something to behold in
this Adirondack Region. Even this early, the trees are
starting to turn their colors for autumn," reports Dick
GC~rman.
Friday night was the traditional East Coast draw
partner event, with 21 teams vying for over $2500. The
first place money was taken by the team of Chuck King,
C;reensboro, Del., and Marv Smith, Waterloo, N.Y.
Finishing second was Len Dell, Baltimore, Md., and Ken
VanZile Sr., Oxford, N.Y. Third place money went to
Buddy Brammer, Rising Sun, Md., &d Jim Yank Sr. of
P1.liladelphia. Fourth place was shared by Louise Freer,
Lansdale, Pa., and Dick Losee, Poolville, N.Y. Doug
Fridley Jr., Waterloo, and Roy Schreiber, Baldwinsville,
N.Y ., finished fifth, with the final money spot going to
Ryan Fuller, Smyrna, N.Y. (first-time tournament
player), and Bunky Gertz, Queenstown, Md.
Saturday morning's scheduled women's singles was
substituted by a mixed doubles event ("seems the women
(continued on Page 24)
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would rather play with men," says Dick). Taking first
place and the largest share of the $1,000 pot were Rita
Truex, a local from Sherburne, and Doug Fridley Jr.
Second went to the husband and wife team from
Baldwinsville, Sharon and John Canino, with third place
going to Louise Freer and Chuck King.
Saturday afternoon livened up with another pot of gold
worth over $3200 and some very strong teams in the
bring partner event. When the dust cleared, the champions arrived at the payoff table as follows: Dick Losee and
Bob White of Sherburne, 1st; Len Dell and Lonzo
Knight, Sharpsburg, Md. (giving up hard), 2nd; Steve
Bennett, Sherburne, and Jim Snyder, Hagerstown, 3rd;
Marv Smith and Ken VanZile Sr., 4th; tournament host
Milk Benedict and Dennis Leehive, Denville, N.J., 5th.
The competitionremained hot for the singles competition on Sunday, looking to split another $1600. Lonzo
Knight showed the way to the payoff table, taking the
major part of the pot and first place. Giving up real hard
after going all the way in the winner's bracket was Doug
Fridley Jr. in second place, with Len Dell in third.
"These folks from Sherburne put on a fine tournament
as attested to by players coming from five states, many
travelling about eight hours to get there," said Dick. "A
sixth board could have been made available if needed.
They will have another tournament next spring and my
advice is to watch The Board Talk for the announcement
and try to attend. Guaranteed great hosts and a good
time!"

Fall Tournament at Harvey's Place, Street,
Maryland, Oct. 14-16
Harvey's Place, 3403 Conowingo Rd., Street, Maryland, will have six boards available for a threeday, threeevent toumament on Oct. 14-16.
A draw partner event, $12 per person entry, is on the
agenda for Friday night, 6:30 p.m., limited to the first 40
sign-ups. The bring partner, $30 per team, will start at 1
p.m. on Saturday, and an open amateur draw, $12 per
person, will start at noon on Sunday.
Harvey's announces a new, expanded prize schedule:
1-4 teams, 2 places; 5-7 teams, 3 places; 8-10 teams, 4
places; 11-13 teams, 5 places; 14-18 teams, 6 places; 1924 teams, 7 places; 25-32 teams, 8 places. Special
awards will go to all first place winners.
Advance registration is strongly urged. Send your
entries, with checks made payable to Harvey's, to:
Harvey's Place, 3403 Conowingo Rd., Street, MD 21 154.
For toumament andor lodging information, call Harvey
or Darlyne at 410-836-8881.
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State of Michigan
Championships

NOV. 25-27
Wouldn't YOU like to be recognized
as the BEST in the State of Michigan?
Then, enter the 9th Annual
State of Michigan Championships!

Schedule of Events
@Friday,Nov. 25: Mixed Doubles
$30 per team entry
Sponsor sale at 7 p.m. with play
immediately following.

.Saturday, Nov. 26: Men's and Women's
Singles (played simultaneously)
Men's $25 entry, Women's $15 entry
Sponsor sale at noon with play
immediately following.

,Sunday, Nov. 27: Bring Partner Double5
$40 per team entry
Sponsor sale at 1 p.m. with play
immediately following.

The bar will be open on
Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 24
(parking lot in back).
See next month's issue for directions
and motel suggestions.
For information: Call George Wilber,
517-371-2538.

Pasquale 's
Your Hosts: Joe & Linda Coscarelli
918 W. Saginaw, Lansing, Michigan
Phone: 517-485-0741

BIEDERMAN DESIGN LABS
PRESENTS

BDL SHUFFLE
FEATURES:
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AVAILABLE IN TWO-SIDED STANDARD PLAY
OR THREE SIDED FOR TOURNAMENT PLAY
ON-BOARD COIN COUNTER AND BEEPER
INTERFACES WITH MULTI-COIN ACCEPTORS (MARS, CCI)
FULLY PROGRAMMABLE FOR COST AND TlME
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1 TO 8 COINS

1 MINUTE TO 2 HOURS

* FACTORY DEFAULT SETTINGS
- COINS FOR POlNT GAME
- MORE COINS FOR POINT GAME
- MORE COINS FOR POINT GAME
- MORE COIN FOR EACH HORSE
- TlME DEFAULT IS MINUTES
2

15

2

21

2

51

COLLAR PLAYER

1

30

@

SOFTWARE

STANDARD SCORE
- HORSE COLLAR
15,21,51

- 8,12 FRAME GAME

RUGGED 12 GAUGE CONSTRUCTION
15 MINUTE INSTALLATION
WITH STANRARD HOUSEHOLD TOOLS

SOFlWARE SUPPORTS ALL PINGATES
KIT INCLUDES:
BUTTON ASSEMBLIES, READYMADE HARNESS,
AND ALL THE NECESSARY HARDWARE
CUSTOMER SUPPLIES POWER TO BOARD (12.6 VX)

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

BIEDERMAW
P.O. BOX
DESIGN
36097 LABS
SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA 95158
TELEPHONE: 1-408-723-7404
FAX: 1-408-723-4888
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TWO-SIDED SCOREKEEPER
THREESIDED SCOREKEEPER-

THEBESTAFTERMARKFFSCOREKEEPERK~AVAILILBLETODAY
FOR COIN OPERATED SHUFFLEBOARD

$695.00

Shuffleboard Directory
Patronize these Shuffleboard Businesses and Establishments
WHISTLING OYSTER TAVERN

E

a

20243 Hiway 101, P.O. Box 580
Quilcene, WA 98376
FOUR VERY FAST SHUFFLEBOARDS
EXCELLENT FOOD
R.V. Patking
Bill-Sandee

(206)
. . 765-9508

qew

Used

Porter White's Bookstore
2106 Winterhaven Drive, P.O. Box 1867
Winterhaven, California 92283

619-572-5305

AAA VENDING & DISTRIBUTING

-

-

Shuffleboards Pool Tables Juke Boxes & Supplies
Come see us for ALL your needs and services!
2733 S. Memorial Dr., Tulsa, Oklahoma 74129
AXXI: 664-4650
800-307-2226

Triple Crown
Shuffleboard Supplies, Inc.
Quality products, Quality service
402-896-0468
3211 S. 130th Ave., Omaha, NE 68144

OFF THE BOARD!
j%E%tirnHOT
Home of C.C. Sports Bar
's

INN

and Courtyard Cafe

"The Affordable Resort in the Midst of the Magic!"
@Two ShuMeboards/PooVDarts:
@Stay and Play at one place!

@SpecialRate for shufflers
1331 E. Kateh Avenue, Anaheim, CA 92805
1-800-228-0586

Distinctive Custom Leather Weight Cases

100%Hand-Made

/

Fritzi Broka
Bourbon, IN 46504
785 W. MISSISSIPPI

219-858-2278

SKIPS LOUNGE

--

517-422-5631

P.C.S.A.

778-9976

TEXASMIST

'!A great place for fun, food and shufflehoard in
Michigan's Vacation Wonderland allyear long!"

rI-55 & U.S. 27, Houghton Lake, Michigan

DENVER, CO

-.

9063 Research Austin, Texas
Phone: 5 12-835-7014

3 Excellent Shuffleboards!

Pacific Coast Shuffiboard Association
Sponsors of Shufleboard Extravaganzas
P.O. Box 8143, Bellflower, Calif., Phone 310-926-2152

A & M Amusement Service
Shufleboards Service Supplies Since 1959

--

For Experience, Integrity and Care You Can't Beat A1 Stewart!
2354 Mountain View, El Monte, California

Business -- 818-444-3790

Home -- 818-442-5183

Tournaments Every Wed., Fri. and Sat. Nights
Texas Mist Features Added Prize Money to Each Tournament.

A.Z. Custom Refinishing
5-Year Guarantee
Leasing-Sales-Service-Supplies-Maintenance Care
Rick: 408-578-0822
A.Z.: 408-683-451

Bellflower Bruce & His Friends Play
Here, There and
Nearly Everywhere!
Costa Mesa, California

714-549-1955

FOR *

TAC
THE
COAST,
U CAN'T
HARVEY'S PLACE!
Calendar o f Events:
@October 14-16,1994
@December 2-4,1994
@March3-5,1995
@April 14-16,1995
All of these events include: (1) a draw partner on Friday nights, with drawings at
6:30 p.m., Entry fee, $12 per person, limited to the first 40 sign-ups, must be paid
and present at 650 p.m.; (2) a bring partner on Saturdays, with drawings at 1p.m.,
$30 entry fee, unlimited paid teams, must be paid and present at 1p.m.
(3) an open amateur draw on Sundays, drawing at 12 noon, entry fee, $12 per person,
unlimited paid teams, must be paid and present at 12 noon.

SIX BOARDS AVAILABLE!
ADVANCE REGISTRATION SUGGESTED
(Send checks payable to Harvey's, to Harvey's Place, 3403 Conowingo Rd., Street, MD 21154)

Important Notice!
Harvey's Place will be the host of the 11th Annual
Board Talk Shufflers ' Reunion Tournament.
Mark your calendars for June 12-18!
More information in upcoming issues.

wey 's

ce

3403 Conowingo Place, Street, Maryland 21154
Phone: 301-836-8881

Your Hosts: Harvey Comer and Darlyne Belcher

A REPEAT

F OPPORTUNITY!
550 SoMain
Kendallville, Indiana 46755
Phone: 219-347-9965

ANNOUNCES....,.

SERIES OF' FIVE OPEN DOUBLES
$2,000 ADDED
First four teams to place highest of series of five matches, try for % of added
$2,000 to entry compliments of Playfair, Inc. and Dale Gushman. Jackets
from Poor Beef for 1st place finishers of five series.

--

Series of Five Dates:

-2

.October 15,1994
.November 21,1994
0January 21,1995
.February 18,1995
.March 25,1995

- 50% - 4 Points
- 30% - 3 Points
- 15% - 2 Points
- 5% - 1Point

elst
02nd
03rd
04th

Payback:

-

-

Entry: $40 per team Sale at 1 a.m. Two Boards (over 16 teams, mark 4, play to 15
until money games).
RECOMMENDED LODGING: Economy Inn, 219-347-3500, or Days Inn, 219-347-5263

--

JOIN US FOR NEW YEAR'S EVE, DEC. 31,1994, Open Doubles Double Elimination
$40 Entry Fee Sale at 11a.m. AND AN OPEN SINGLES, APRIL 29,1995
$50 entry, sale at 11a.m.

--

elle 2nd Annual
SGIVIN WEEKEND
D TOURNAMENT

-

2 Events 4 Boards
PCSA Sanctioned Tournament

vent

-

Open Doubles

$1 00 Entry Fee per team - Limit 16 Teams
2 out of 3 - Double Elimination
Auction Thur., Nov. 24, 9 pm
Start Play Fri., Nov. 25, 1 0 am

-

vent A C Draw
$25 Entry Fee per player - Limit 60 Players
2 out of 3 - Double Elimination
Auction Fri., Nov. 25, 8 pm
Start Play Sat., Nov. 26, 12 Noon

T i m e s subject to c h a n g e due to players' response.

Payoffs in both events:
1-14teams: 5 8 - 2 8 - 14
15-19 teams: 56 - 26 - 12 - 6
20+teams: 5 2 - 2 4 - 1 2 - 6 - 3 - 3

Complimentary Buffet
Saturday 2 6 pm

Contact Debbie or Eileen afthe Dixie-~elle31

0-803-4943

Several of many NEARBY MOTELS
Best Western, (310) 929-8831, 10902 E. Firestone Blvd., Norwalk
1-2 people, 1 bed, $43, 2-4 people, 2 beds, $42
Empire Motel, (310) 923-5511,12340 S. Lakewood Blvd., Downey
2 people, 1 bed, $32, 2-4 people, 2 beds $35
Downey Inn, (800) 336-3706 or (310) 862-5050,11510 Lakewood Blvd., Downey
Single (1 or 2) $45, Double (1 or 2) $50, ($4 each addition)

PACIFIC COAST
SHUFFLEBOARD ASSOCIATION

The Dixie Belle, 9559 E. Imperial Hwy., Downey CA 90241
Call (310) 80-DIXIE or (310) 803-4943
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Our Sincere Appreciation to:
The Shuffleboard Federation, Inc.
Sun-Glo Corporation
Wiple Crown Shuffleboard Supplies
Biederman Design Labs
3P. American International Shuffleboard
Garnetime
Beefs
Pacific Coast Shuffleboard Association
Pasquale's
Bubba's Place
Glenn's Tavern
It The Dixie Belle
H Harvey's Place
Shuffleboard Directory Businesses
Your advertising support made this issue possible. We, and our subscribers, thank you!
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I f You 're Moving If You Want to Continue Receiving
Your BOARD TALK, let us know.
(Notifying the Post Office is Not Sufficient!)
r-------------------

1

II
I
I

II I've Moved!

I
I
I

Name

I

Old Address

I City

II
I
I
I
I

I

State-

Zip

New Address

I
I

Apt. or Sp. No.:

City

I
I

State

I
I

Phone

Z'P

George & Donna Wilber, THE BOARD TALK
Send to:

I
I
I

The Board Talk
421 E. Sheridan Rd.
Lansing, MI 48906
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The Nation's Top Shuffleboard States:

Bobby Voorhis
224 E. 1st St.
Fairmount IN 46928

