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The Hammer 
There's a cab driver in Las Vegas, Nevada, who has a 

piece of information he probably doesn't know what to do 
with now, but maybe someday, at the right time, he'll take it 
out of his "computer" and feed it to someone who cares. 

That information was fed to him by "Bellflower" Bruce 
Hale of California. Bruce is a class act; when he's your fare, 
you listen to what he has to offer. And he said: "Yes, table 
shuffleboard is making a comeback and the reason is The 
Board Talk." 

We sat in the back seat, a little embarrassed by that 
testimony. We were on our way to the airport to catch a 
flight back home from the P.C.S.A.'s Extravaganza IV. The 
only way we could have had that great experience was 
because of the generosity of that special person seated beside 
the cab driver. Yet, that wasn't enough; he still had to pay 
this parting salute. 

We hope, someday, that the cab driver who listened with 
great respect will share that information with others who 
come to town looking for shuffleboard action. That's just one 
way the word spreads. 

Bellflower Bruce -- not your flamboyant skpffler who 
makes big waves. Just always there, mostly behind the 
scenes, making a difference in The World of Shuffleboard. 
Walking softly, but carrying a big stick -- our kind of guy! 

We appreciate Joe Muniz of the P.C.S.A. promoting The 
Board Talk by handing out free subscriptions to those who 
weren't current subscribers. He didn't say it in so many 
words, but his message was: "Shame on you for not support- 
ing the newsletter that supports your sport." He, too, is a 
class act. 

We have received only a fraction of those coupons that 
were presented by the P.C.S.A. If you know of someone who 
received one and hasn't redeemed it, tell them to send it to us 
today so they'll receive the next issue. 

To all the people who contributed to the success of the 
P.C.S.A.'s Extravaganza IV, we salute you. You did good! 

George & Donna Wilber, Publishers 

Tourney Talk 
Len Dell Wins Two at Harvey's Place 

On Jan. 24-26, the second of a four major tournament 
schedule for the year was held at Harvey's Place, Street, 
Maryland, on the four in-house boards. Hosts Darlyne and 
Harvey Comer were on hand to extend their hospitality and 
hot buffet spreads on Saturday and Sunday to all shuffleboard 
tournament contestants and their guests and "once again, it 
was good -- real good!" reports Dick Gorman. 

Friday night was the draw partner event and while the 
weather outside was real cool, the competition was hot inside 
this Maryland establishment near the head of the Chesapeake 
Bay. In the final match of the evening, host Harvey Comer 
and Len Dell, Bellcamp, Md., emerged victorious to take the 
biggest share of the pot. Second place went to the hard- 
playing Johnny Gardner, Greensboro, Md., and Dave 
Shewbridge, Elkton, Md. Third and final money spot went to 
Don Casula, Wilmington, Del., and Don Perry, Courtland, 
New York. 

Saturday morning was time for the women's singles. 
While the bring partner event was being started and played, 
Judy Iseman of Chestertown, Md., won the last two matches 
to take first place over the ever-improving Brenda Wallace, 
Port Deposit, Md. Third place went to the strong competitor, 
Joyce Pyle of Church Hill, Md. 

Judy Iseman (left) and Joyce Pyle hold Alvis Ramey's jacket The jackets 
were awarded to the point leaders for 1991. Judy was the women's leader in 
the blue division and Joyce took top honors in the red division. Alvis won 
both the red and blue men's division. 

(continued on page 4)  A 

Tell another shuffler about the Board Talk! 



News and Views 

Shufflers'Notebook fromThewoM of Shufleboard 

The Play Has Ended 
On Saturday, January 11,1992, at the Peanut House in 

Bellflower, California, the curtain came down and house 
lights were dimmed for the very last time. And, much too 
soon, an era in shuffleboard had come to an end. 

Oh, but what a run it was! Produced by entrepreneurs 
Jack and Johnna Eicher and directed by the very dedicated 
and very talented Joanie Swenson, the shuffleboard produc- 
tions were a smashing success, often playing to standing 
room only crowds and garnering rave reviews that would 
have been "two thumbs up" if only Siskel and Ebert had 
chosen instead to be shuffleboard tournament critics. 

And the supporting cast -- what a supporting cast it was! 
The Brunskills, Vern and Gloria, Michele, the Lukens and 
the Luseros, Ron and Rick, Cadillac Joe, Dot and Tony, 
Vicki and Gina and Anne, Trader Jim, JFK, Chuck and 
Domenick and Pearl and Jay. There was Joe, Karl and Paul, 
Billy, Bubba, and John. There was the McFarlands and the 
Coulter Family. Our friends from Las Vegas and our friends 
from Visalia. There were more, more than can be named 
here. Each played a leading role, each was superb and each 
shone in his or her own special way. 
, Jack and Johnna may never again own another bar and 
they may never again be involved in shuffleboard in the very 
same way, but for awhile their star blazed across the shuffle- 
board skies as brilliantly as any ever there was. 

From all of us to the two of you: THANKS FOR THE 
MEMORIES ! 

I leave the stage now. There are no more lines to speak. 
The play has ended. 

Lou Lusero, Carson, California 

We join the ranks of those who mourn the loss of such 
great shuffi'eboard supporters as Jack and Johnna. We were 
thrilled when Jim Anderson gave us Peanut Rouse t-shirts 
when we were in Las Vegas. Thanks for the memories, Jim. 

- ATTENTION - 
If you have a red check below, it means 
your subscription has expired. To receive 
the next issue, you must renew by the 15th 
of this month. 

(Use the form on M o  renew.) 

We're delighted to hear that Joanie will continue her efforts 
to promote shujjleboard activities at the Stagger Inn. Jack 
and Johnna will surely treasure your eloquent tribute, Lou! 

Reno Credits Due 

You wouldn't remember, with all the people you meet, 
but we met in 1990 at the Las Vegas tournament. We were in 
Vegas for a family emergency. While I was busy with family 
matters, Bob had the opportunity to see many old friends and 
also watched some of the events. 

For years before retiring, due to working the swing shuft, 
Bob had played very little. He played constantly during the 
late '40s through the '60s. Now, with a lot more free time, he 

(continued on page 10) 

Where's YOUR 
Name? 
It could 
be there! 

Share your 
news and views 
with shufflers across the nation. Join 
the network! 

Deadline: 
Must be received by the 

15th of each month. 

THE BOARD TALK 
421 E. Sheridan 

7ur Lansing, MI 48906 
Phone: 517-371-2538 



Shuffleboard - The Sport for 
Every Season - 1992 Calendar of Events 

March 6-8 
5th Annual Beaver Bowl 
Jerry D's, Dacono, Colorado 

March 7-8 
Annual Mixed Doubles 
Old Edison Inn, Edison, Washington 

March 13-15 
1st A n n d  St. Pat's Tournament 
Der Isenbahn Hof, Saginaw, 
Michigan 

March 13-16 
Invitational Singles 
Lafayette Inn, Rising Sun, Maryland 

March 13-15 
Jimmy L's Spring Tournament 
Jimmy L's, Tulsa, Oklahoma 

Put your tournament 
on the calendar! 

- NO CHARGE - 

IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE! 

Full-page flyers designed, 
typeset, printed and mailed 

for only $90! 

March 20-22 
2nd Annual King of the Hill Tournament 
Jerry D's, Dacono, Colorado 

March 20-22 
1st Annual St. Pat's Doubles Classic 
Stagger Tnn, Bellflower, California 

March 26-29 
Great Arizona Open 
2 X 4 Lounge, Phoenix, Arizona 

April 3-5 
PCSA Open Singles 
Stagger Inn, Bellflower, California 

April 4-5 
Open Doubles 
Comer Tavern, Bow, Washington 

April 10-12 
Billy Chiles Benefit Tournament 
Stagger Inn, Bellflower, California 

April 10-12 
Dale Friend Memorial Tournament 
Harvey's Place, Street, Maryland 

April 10-12 
SF Mixed Doubles 
Papa's Pub & Grub, Warren, Michigan 

April 24-26 
Spring Classic 
Lafayette Inn, Rising Sun, Mary land 

May 20-25 
SF Michigan Open 
Holiday Inn, Grayling, Michigan 

May 23-27 
5th Annual Arbuckle Open 
Wynnewood, Oklahoma 

May 29-31 
Memorial Day Singles & Doubles 
Club Tavern, Springfield, Oregon 

June 12-14 
Spring Tournament 
Harvey's Place, Street, Maryland 

June 13-14 
2nd Annual Draw Partners 
Shamrock Tavern, Longview, 
Washington 

July 1-5 
SF Board Talk Shufflers Reunion 
Holiday Inn, Kulpsville, Pennsylvania 

Aug. 1-2 
3rd Annual Open Doubles 
Whistling Oyster Tavern, Quilcene, 
Washington 

Aug. 30-Sept. 2 
Labor Day Singles & Doubles 
Club Tavern, Springfield, ORegon 

Sept. 2-7 
SF U.S. Open 
Howard Johnson South Plaza, Austin, 
Texas 

Sept. 4-6 
2nd Annual Crazy Canucks Open 

Tourney 
Sept. 9-11 

2nd Annual Skip's Board Talk 
Tourney 
Skip's Lounge, Houghton Lake, 
Michigan 

Nov. 9-15 
SF North American 
Championships, Sands Regency, 
Reno, Nevada 

THE BOARD TALK 
421 E. Sheridan Rd., Lansing, MI 48906 Phone: 5 17-37 1-2538 



Billy Chiles 
Benefit 

Tournament 

April 10-12 

c. 

$25 per person A-B Draw 

STAGGER INN 
9108 Alondra, Bellflower, California 

Phone 213-$66-9311 

(All entry money will go to Billy. Sponsor sale money to 
winners. If you cannot participate, but would like to 
contribute, send check for Billy Chiles Benefit to: P.C.S.A., 
P.O. Box 8134, Bellflower, CA 90706.) 

For tournament information, 
and/or lodging suggestions, 
call PoCoSmAm, 213-926-2152. 

PAC1 FlC COAST 
SHUFFLEBOARD ASSOCIATION 



"Friendship Through Competition " 

Mixed Doubles Tournament 

APRIL 10-12 

Papa's Pub & Grub 

2361 7 Van Dyke, Warren, Michigan 

$40 per team entry fee, 2 of 3 double elimination, limit 32 teams 
Payoff: 17-23 teams - 4 places; 24-32 teams - 6 places 

Sponsor sale 9 p.m. Friday, April 10; play starts 10 a.m. Saturday 

Mixed Doubles Draw Friday night following sponsor sale 

For information, call The Shuffleboard Federation, 
313-380-9300 



"FRIENDSHIP THROUGH COMP- 

6TH ANNUAL MICHIGAN OPEN 
MAY 20-25 

Grayling Holiday Inn 
2650 1-75 Business Loop (Exit 254 on 1-75 North), Grayling, Mich. Phone (800) 292-9055 

Room Rate $53. including tax (double occupancy). All participants must be registered guests of the hotel. 

- 12 NEW DYNAMO BOARDS - 
DIVISION I DRAW 
$25.00 per player 
Starts Wednesday, May 20 , l  p.m. 
Limit of 32 players 
Single Game, Double Elimination 

DIVISION nm DRAW 
$10.00 per player 
Starts Wednesday, May 20 , l  p.m. 
Limit of 32 players 
Single Game, Double Elimination 

DIVISION I SINGLES 
$50.00 per player 
Starts Thursday, May 21, 10 am. 
Limit of 24 players 
Single Game, Double Elimination 

DIVISION I DOUBLES 
$50.00 per player 
Starts Friday, May 22, 11 a.m. 
Limit of 16 teams 
Single Game, Double Elimination 

DIVISION 11 DOUBLES 
$25.00 per player 
Starts Friday, May 22, 11 a.m. 
Limit of 16 teams 
Single Game, Double Elimination 

DIVISION nr DOUBLES 
$15.00 per player 
Starts Friday, May 22, 11 a.m. 
Limit of 16 teams 
Single Game, Double Elimination 

DIVISION I1 SINGLES N.A.S.LeTM TEAM EVENT 
$25.00 per player Starts Saturday, May 23, 10 a.m. 
Starts Thursday, May 21, 11 :30 a.m. $210.00 per team 
Limit of 16 players Limit of 16 teams 
Single Game, Double Elimination 5 of 9 Double Elimination 

DIVISION 111 SINGLES OPEN SINGLES 
$15.00 per player $100.00 per player 
Starts Thursday, May 21, 11 :30 a.m. Starts Sunday, May 24, 12:OO Noon 
Limit of 16 players Limit of 16 players 
Single Game, Double Elimination 2 out of 3 Double Elimination 

100% pay back in all events. 
***All teams in the N.A.S.L.TM Team Event must include at least two ladies but not more than four*** 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: Wednesday, May 6, you must be paid in full by then and 
have room reservations at the Holiday Inn Grayling or you will not play. 

***Additional information is on the back of this flyer*** 
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Tourney Talk (continuedfrom page I )  For more information, contact tournament director Phil 
DePree, 206-766-6266. 

The Saturday bring partner event turned out to be the 
biggie for the weekend. "We were happy to welcome a new 
trio of players from Western Maryland, over 3 hours away, 
who normally play at My Place in Ridgely, West Virginia 
(and don't let anybody tell you that Rhonda and Bucky Butts 
and Rusty McCarty can't play!)," said Dick. As in 
November's tournament, Len Dell and Chuck King of Dover, 
Del., went through the winners bracket to take first place 
money and give Len two first-place finishes for the weekend. 
Taking second place, coming out of semi-retirement, was 
Don Casula and his partner Dick Gorman, both of 
Wilmington, Del. Third place was taken by John Lukas, 
Millington, Md., and Alvis Ramey, Perryville, Md. Fourth 
place went to the co-ed team of Judy Iseman and partner 
Larry Kirk of Conowingo, Md., with fifth place going to 
home town player Jim McDaniel, Darlington, Md., and Jim 
Wallace (better watch Brenda, Jim). Sixth and final money 
spot went to another co-ed team of Barbara Dardas and 
Buddy Bramer, both of Queen Anne, Md. 

"A mixed doubles event was scheduled for Sunday, but 
the gods seemed to have been against it," reports Dick. 
"First, unemployment is very high in this area and the 
national news media continue to preach scare stories which 
effect everybody, including shuffleboard players. Second, the 
many Super Bowl parties were scheduled. Third, some 
unscheduled trips to the hospital for families of the players. 
All this topped off by our first heavy snow storm. Results: 
not enough to have a good event, so it was cancelled. Never- 
'say-die shufflers don't accept that, so 18 brave souls com- 
peted in two double elimination round robins and then left for 
super bowl parties." 

The next scheduled tournament at Harvey's Place will be 
the Dale Friend Memorial Tournament on April 10-12. Call 
410-836-8881 for early reservations. 

Jimmy L's Spring Tourney, Tulsa, March 13-15 

Jimmy L's annual Spring Tournament will be held 
March 13-15 at Jimmy L's, 9520 E. 11th St., Tulsa, Okla- 
homa. Action will start at 7:30 p.m. Friday with an open 
draw partner event, $50 per person entry fee, single game, 
double elimination. Immediately following will be a bring 
partner event, $100 per person entry fee, 2 out of 3, double 
elimination. Sponsor sales for both events will be held prior 
to the draw partner tourney on Friday night. 

For tournament and/or lodging information, call Jimmy 
L, 918-834-7544; Carolyn Jones, 918-495-4256; or Sandy 
Swift, 918-251-2564. The tournament director will be Cliff 
Goff. Jimmy will furnish food for tournament participants on 
both Saturday and Sunday. 

St. Pat's Tourney, Stagger Inn, March 20-22 

The Stagger Inn, 9 104 Alondra Blvd., Bellflower, 
California, will host its 1st Annual St. Patrick's Day Open 
Doubles Classic on March 20-22. This P.C.S.A.-sanctioned 
event is $50 per team entry fee, best 2 out of 3 double 
elimination, and will be limited to the first 32 teams to sign 
up (there are a list of rated players who cannot pair up 
together so be sure to check). The sponsor sale is scheduled 
for March 20 at 7 p.m. with play to begin immediately 
following. Payoff will be: 58-28-14 for 1 to 16 teams, 56-26- 
12-6 for 17 to 20 teams, 52-24-12-6-3-3 for 21 to 24 teams, 
and 52-22-12-6-3-3-1-1 for 24 to 32 teams. 

Corn beef and cabbage will be served Saturday after- 
noon. 

For further information, contact Joanie Swenson, 310- 
633-9310, or Joe Muniz, 310-926-2152. 

CreakbaumlMassie Win at Deer Park Tavern 

Twenty teams participated in a doubles tournament at 
the Deer Park Tavern, Fort Wayne, Indiana, on Jan. 25, vying 
for a pot of $2250. Winners were Larry Creakbaum and Greg 
Massie, with Jim Yard and his father-in-law Richard taking 
second place honors. Jim Long and Jerry Knox finished third, 
with Jim DeWitt and Larry Vance in fourth place. 

"As always, thanks to the players for their support and 
participation," said host Larry Brown. "A special thanks to 
Mike Johnson and Judy." 

Mixed Doubles, Old Edison Inn, March 7-8 

The 7th Annual Mixed Doubles Tournament at the Old 
Edison Inn, Edison, Washington, will be held March 7-8. 
Entry fee is $40 per team and the format is 2 out of 3,15- 
point games in the winners bracket, and one 17-point game in 
the losers bracket. The sponsor sale will be held at noon on 
Saturday, and the payoff will be 60-30-10, with more places 
if over 16 teams participate. The Old Edison Inn will furnish 
a big feed on Saturday, along with drawings. 

"King of the Hill" Tourney at 
Jerry D's, March 20-22 

The fun-filled "King of the Hill" tournament will be held 
at Jerry D's Nostalgia Tavern, 604 8th St., Dacono, Colo- 
rado, on March 20-22. Entry fee is $100 for this singles event 
and will pay first and second places. The sponsor sale is 
scheduled for 7 p.m. on Friday. The defending champ is Rick 
Boyer. 

Contact Jerry D. or Susan, 303-833-3469 for more 
information. 

Der Eisenbahn Hof to Host St. Pat's Tourney 

Hosting its first major tournament on March 13-15 will 
be the Der Eisenbahn Hof, 6036 Dixie Hwy., Saginaw, 
Michigan. Action will start on Friday the 13th with $5 and 
$10 draw partner events all night long. An open singles, $25 
entry, is scheduled for Saturday, with sponsor sale at noon 
and play immediately following. This will be a handicap 

. 

event giving anyone an opportunity to win, according to 
(continued on page 6) 



SUN-GLO 
Meeting the needs of 
Shuffleboard players 

with quality, consistency 
and service since 1935 

Plastic Scoreboards & "T" Squares 
Spangler Weights - red, blue, green 

Style "C" Weights 
Shuffle Alley Weights & 1 518 Jr. Weights 

Deck shuffleboard sets and accessories 
Bocce balls 

Six Different Wax Speeds 
New Shuffleboard Silicone Spray in 14 oz. cans 

CONTACT US FOR SPECIAL RATES FOR 
ORGANIZED LEAGUES AND-TOURNAMENTS. 

-Glo Corporation 
111 Heckel St., Belleville, N.J. 07109 Phone 201-759-4474 
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Tourney Talk (conrinuedfrorn page 4) 

tournament director George Wilber. Players will be rated 
from 0 to +3, with touring pros rated -1. A draw partner 
doubles, $20 per person entry, is on the agenda for Sunday. 
Sponsor sale will be at noon with play immediately follow- 
ing. In this event, rated 0's and touring pros will draw from 
the rest of the field with ratings in effect. 

If time allows, and interest is shown, there will also be a 
women's doubles on Sunday, $10 per person. 

For further information, contact George at 517-371- 
2538. 

Great Arizona Open, March 26-29 

This year's Great Arizona Open will be held at the 2 X 4 
Lounge, 51st and Camelback, Phoenix, Arizona, on March 
26-29. Events include an open singles, $100 entry fee; open 
doubles, $200 entry; semi-pro singles, $50 entry; and 
amateur singles, $25 entry. The tourney will be played on six 
boards. 

For information, contact tournament director Lary 
Tafo ya, 602-263-0034. 

Memorial Tournament at Harvey's Place, 
April 10-12 

Harvey Comer, owner of Harvey's Place, Street, Mary- 
rand, has announced that his next major tournament will be 

dedicated to the memory of Dale Friend. The Dale Friend 
Memorial Tournament on April 10-12 will be played on the 
four in-house boards. An early sell-out is expected so call 
410-836-8881 for early reservations. East Coast revorter Dick 
Gorman tells why Dale Friend's memory will be so honored: 

A Tribute to Dale Friend 

"Dale Friend was not a big name in the shuffleboard 
tournament world, although his name did grace the pages of 
The Board Talk on several occasions. He was a better than 
average local player and competitor, but that was not his 
major contribution to the shuffleboard world. First, he was a 
friend (as his name indicates) and he was always friendly to 
all players; big names and no names, it didn't make any 
difference to him. He always spoke even though he lost his 
voice to cancer several years ago. He still made his sounds 
and he still welcomed you. He was always there at the league 
matches and tournaments at Harvey's, doing the exIra things 
that made things go smoothly -- cleaning and waxing boards 
and generally making things go well. 

"Dale was also a fighter. When the cancer came after 
him, he fought and still waited to be active. And he did come 
to the league matches and tournaments, and play if he could, 
or be a spectator if he wasn't up to it. Dale lost his battle with 
cancer this winter and we lost a good friend of shuffleboard," 
Dick said. 

(continued on page 10) 

* SHUFFLEBOARD * 
SUPPLIES 

QUALITY PRODUCTS and SERVICE 

Liquid Wax Silicone Spray Glaze/Cleaner & Polish Dance 
Wax T-Squares Board Wipes "quality" weights Quality 
Shuffleboard Speed Powder, 3 speeds Yellow Ice, 2 speeds Brown 
Ice and "Ultra Fast" White Ice speed regulator. 

TRIPLE CROWN 
SHUFFLEBOARD SUPPLIES, INC. 

WHOLESALE - RETAIL 

CALL TOLL FREE - 800-827-0316 OR 402-896-0468 



Shuffleboard Directory 
Patronize these shuffleboard business and establishments 

A fi WHISTLING OYSTER TAVERN 
20243 Hiway 101, P.O. Box 580 

Quilcene, WA 98376 @' . . FOUR VERY FAST SHUFFLEBOARDS 
EXCELLENT FOOD 

(206) 7'65-9508 R. V. Parking Bill - Sandee 

--4 / I \ ?  Stagger Inn 
Dedicated to Bar Sports 

9108 Alondrs,. Bellflower, Calif. 213-866-9311 I 

This Space For Sale 
$15 per month - $150 per year 

THE BOARD TALK 
421 E. Sheridan Rd. 
Lansing, MI 48906 

Phone: 517-371-2538 

Bellflower Bruce & His Friends 
play at 

Amato's 
18862 Beach Blvd., Huntington Beach, Calif. 714-963-8341 

Stop in and play a game at 

DILLINGER's SALOON 
19 South Washington, Oxford, Mich. 48051 

Phone 3 13-628-7285 

Pacific Coast 
Shuffleboard Assoc. 

'.O. Box 8143, Bellflower, CA 90706 213-926-2152 

THE SPORTS ARENA 
3 Shuffleboards 5 Dart boards 

Satellite TV 4 Pool tables Friendly Service 

11528 Jones Rd., Houston, TX 7 12-469-0345 

Triple Crown 
Shuffleboard Supplies, Inc. 

Quality products, Quality service 

321 1 S. 130th Ave., Omaha, NE 68144 402-896-0468 

Distinctive Custom Leather Weight Cases 

Fritzi Broka 

/ Bourbon, IN 46504 
219-858-2278 

"HOT" "HOT" 
THE NITE CAP LOUNGE 

Houston, Texas 
Featuring 3 American Shuffleboards 

2936 Gears Road 713-5w-9988 

A & M Amusement Service 
ShufSleboards . Service Supplies Since 1959 

For Experience, Integrity and Care - You Can't Beat A1 Stewart! 
2354 Mountain View, El Monte, California 

3usiness - 818-444-3790 Home - 818-442-518: 

TEXAS MIST 
9063 Research Austin, Texas 

Phone: 5 12-835-7014 

2 Excellent Shuffleboards 
Tournaments Every Wed., Sat., Sun. Nights. 

Texas Mist Features Added Prize Money to Each Tournament. 

Bob Lewis and Paul Beroza of Beroza Associates 
Offer a modem and reliable electronic scoring 

system for all shuffleboards. 
Price: $695.00 

BEROZA ASSOCIATES 

54 16 E. Palo Verde Drive 
Paradise Valley, AZ 85253 

Phone: Bob Lewis - 602-242-6782 
Paul Beroza - 602-840-0118 or 602-840-8912 



How Sweet It Is! 
We are very excited about something we have seen 

in the last few issues of The Board Talk. The letters 
written by a number of people, in particular A.Z. 
Turnbo, represent real progress for our sport. 

While we did not agree with some of what he said, 
we think it is very good for the sport of shuffleboard that 
people have an opportunity to air their views and that 
they take advantage of the opportunity given to them by 
The Board Talk to share their thoughts and ideas. 

One of the most frustrating and non-productive 
things that can happen to a promoter is when a person 
attends an event, sees something they don't like, but tells 
everyone but the promoter. For years, we've been telling 
people that if they don't agree with something that was 
done at one of our events, they should tell us. What 
normally happens is that they go home and complain to 
their friends. This is fine, and it probably makes them 
feel better to get it off their chest, but the problem is that 
if they don't tell the promoter of the event, then the next 
time they go back to that tournarnent, they are liable to 
have the same problem. 

So if something happens at a tournament that you 
don't like, or if there is a rule you don't agree with, or if 
you have an idea you think will improve the tournament, 
it's okay to tell your friends; just make sure you also 
bring it to the attention of the people with the ability to 
fix it. 

Of course, if you have something good to say about 
a tournament, promoters like to hear that kind of 
feedback as well. And while we are on the subject of 
positive feedback, we want to thank the people who are 
continuing to say good things about last year's tourna- 
ment in Reno and to let everyone know that the 1992 
tournament will be bigger and better. 

We want to thank Bill Lally from Philadelphia for 
the nice letter he sent us recently. Bill expressed his 
opinion regarding a format change that we asked for 

feedback on in the February issue of The Board Talk 
(more on this issue later on in this column). 

One Down, Three to Go 
We want to thank Dottie Bastanchury from Southern 

California for letting us know that she and her partner, 
Janice Devitt from Bremerton, Washington, finished 
third in the amateur draw at the Reno Tournament. As 
we stated in the January issue of The Board Talk, the 
results of the amateur draw were accidentally erased 
prior to being recorded and asked the participants who 
finished in 3rd - 6th places to write us and let us know 
where they finished. 

So, it's one down, three to go. If the players who 
finished 4th, 5th and 6th are reading this, please let us 
know so that we can mention you. 

Ask The Federation 
We hope that A.Z.'s letter will encourage other 

people to get involved in the same fashion and we would 
like to take this opportunity to invite anyone who has 
questions or issues they would like us to address to write 
us with their questions and we will respond to them in 
this column. 

In order to have the time to respond properly to your 
questions, please make sure your information reaches us 
by the 5th of the month so that we can get your question 
and our answer in the next issue of The Board Talk. 

Grand Slam Invitational Tour Update 
In last month's column, we asked for input on 

whether our participants would like to see the format for 
the singles and doubles events switched to two out of 
three, double elimination, using 11 point games. 

For the people in the Midwest and East Coast, it 
appears that they prefer to leave things just the way they 
are, so at the Michigan Open and Board Talk Tourna- 
ments, the format will remain single game, double 
elimination. 

The feedback from the Texas and Oklahoma players 
is that they favor the two out of three, double elimina- 
tion, eleven point game format. Therefore, we will be 
discussing with Don Valk the possibility of using this 
format at his U.S. Open Tournament. More information 
about this in future issues of The Board Talk. 

No decision has been made regarding this issue for 
the 1992 NORTH AMERICAN SHUFFLEBOARD 
CHAMPIONSHIPS in Reno. We hope to get a lot more 
feedback from the people who count -- YOU -- in the 
coming months. 

"FRIENDSHIP THROUGH COMPETITION" 



THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR CUSTOMERS, OLD AND NEW. 
m o m  YOUR SUPPORT, OUR TOURNAMENT PROMOTION WOULD 
NOT BE POSSIBLE. SUPPORT THE COMPANY THAT IS SUPPORTING 
YOU -- TRY OUR HIGH QUALITY SHUFFLEBOARD PRODUCTS. ALL 
OF OUR PRODUCTS COME WITH OUR UNCONDITIONAL 
GUARANTEE. IF YOU ARE NOT SATISFIED WITH ANY PRODUCT FOR 
ANY REASON, SEND IT BACK AND WE WILL EXCHANGE IT WITH NO 
QUESTIONS ASKED. 

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS FOR LEAGUES! 

POWDERED WAX: 

SILICONE SPRAY: 

CLEANING & POLISHING: 

WEIGHTS: 

BRACKET CHARTS: 

RULE BOOKS: 

WEIGHT CAPS: 

BOARD WIPES: 

In cases of 1 pound shaker cans or 24 pound buckets. 

Buy it pre-mixed in six different speeds or buy in bulk and mix your 
own. 

Custom mixing available on larger orders. 

Our "Super Slick" comes in big 18 ounce cans. 

Features our no hassle spray nozzle - no dripping and no extension 
tube. 

No product is easier to apply or lasts longer. 

Our 1-2-3 maintenance system will keep your board looking and 
playing good. 

Only requires t h t y  minutes of your time once a week. 

Improve your lagging with our perfectly balanced and highly 
polished weights which are the most consistent weights available. 

Our 36" x 50" Bracket charts, which include built in bye charts, will 
make running your tournaments easy. 

Because they are laminated, you can use them over and over and, if 
you make a mistake, it's easy to fix. 

Two sided - use the one side for up to 16 teams or players, use the 
other side for up to 32 players. 

28 pages of information including: Rules for leagues, tournaments, 
horse collar, and crazy eights, plus tips on maintaining your shuf- 
fleboard table. 

Available with regular circular center or with hexagon center, 
wrenches available to keep them tight and prevent breaking. 

Sturdy 2 x 6 contruction with handle, make yours one of a kind - we 
can have the name of your establishment engraved on the top. 

For more information about our products and services, call or write: 

THE SHUFFLEBOARD FEDERATION, INC. 
41716 Onaway Drive, Northville, MI 48167 

(313) 380-9300 
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TO lcrney Talk (continuedfrorn page 6 )  

Draw Partner Tourney, Shamrock Tavern, 
June 13-14 

The Shamrock Tavern in Longview, Washington, invites 
you to participate in their 2nd Annual Draw for Partners 
Tournament on June 13-14. Entry fee will be $20 per player 
and the format is best 2 of 3, double elimination, with 15 
point games in the winners bracket and one 17-point game in 
the losers bracket. Drawing and bidding will start at noon on 
June 13 with play immediately following. The Shamrock has 
three boards and $500 will be added to the prize money. 

Call the Shamrock at 206-577-7444 for more information. 

2nd Annual Crazy Canucks Tourney, Sept. 4-6 

The 2nd Annual Crazy Canucks Tournament has been 
scheduled for Sept. 4-6. Last year's payout for this popular 
event was $15,000! This year, $1500 will be added to the pot 
-- $500 to the open singles and $1,000 to the open doubles. 
Entry fees will be $50 for the singles and $100 per team for 
the doubles. The sponsor sale for both events will be held at 
5 p.m. Friday, Sept. 4. 

The turnout for last year's event was outstanding, so 
consider getting your reservations in early. Send your 

registration with money to: Marg Okum, 4103 Welwyn St., 
Vancouver B.C., Canada V5N 321. For more information, 
call Marg at 604-872-5373, or Joanie Millar, 604-278-8449. 

Note book (continuedfrorn page 2) 

has taken renewed interest, in spite of heart and vision 
problems. 

As people like to see their names in print, even if they 
lose, he was disappointed to be listed in the January 1992 
Board Talk in the Legends draw event at Reno as Larry 
Meyers. His name is Bob Myers and his partner's full name 
is Tom Mitchell from Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

Thank you for your efforts in providing a good publica- 
tion, which helps keep the sport alive. 

We plan to attend a family reunion in June 1992 in the 
Kansas/Oklahoma area and hope to see some shuffleboard 
friends as well. 

Pat Myers, Portland, Oregon 

We are verypleased to have the opportunity to correct 
that error, Pat. Thank you for setting the record straight. We 
hope your family reunion in June will be a shufleboard 
reunion as well. 

Your Tournament ... 
Advertised here 
at a bargain price ... and reaching your 

We checked the 
Billboard prices ... 

... and decided 
The Board Talk 
was a better buy 

THE BOARD TALK 
421 E. Sheridan, Lansing, MI 48906 Phone: (517) 371-2538 
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gas Diary 
By George & Donna Wilber 

(Straight commentary 
by George, "Color" 

by Donna) 

Tuesday, 2 p.m., Day I: Checked in; followed Donna 
halfway through casino carrying four heavy bags of luggage 
before she found the elevator, back just a few yards from 
where we had started. 

Whine, whine, whine! He knows I have problems with 
directions. You'd have thought he would have taken the lead 
ifhe knew where the elevators were. Besides. I'd saved my 
quarters for a whole year and I wanted to see which ma- 
chines were tinkling. 

Took elevator to our 15th floor room, put plastic card in 
slot every which way before door finally popped open. 
Unpacked. 

Who unpacked? He flipped the channels on the TV 
looking for hisfirst choice -- 1940's cowbow and Indians 
movie or those other kind that cost money -- while I un- 
packed. 

Freshened up. Then went to the shuffleboard room on the 
second floor and met good friend A1 Stewart, who was 
leveling and making adjustments on the 12 boards he had set 
UP. 

It was really an impressive sight. And I thought of A.Z. 
Turnbo's comments in our last issue: "I carry my boards in 
little tubes in my pocket. When I get to the tournament 
location, I just squeeze a tube and the board magically 
appears -- set up, leveled and ready to play." If it's that easy, 
why did A1 look so tired? 

Also there early were A.Z., Walt VanderSloot of Grand 
Rapids, Mich., on his first trip to Vegas, Jim Anderson of 
California who gave us Peanut House t-shirts in memory of 
the shuffleboard site we had lost, Karl Spickelmier, Freddie 
Thumann, Chris Danke, John Fisher, Rick Curtice, and others 
who would play a key role in making this tournament a 
success. 

A.Z. and George talkedfor hours about A.Z.'s article in 
the last issue and whether we'd get some feedbackffom it. It 
was boring; let's go down to the casino. What a nice man 
that Walt is, and so is Jim Anderson. And Karl listened with 

lime of the principal characters in Extravaganza IV take a break: A1 Stewart, 
who set up the 12 boards; Dick Delfino, American Shuffleboard Co., which 
furnished the boards; and tournament director Joe Miniz. 

compassion to our tale of woe about losing our desktop 
publisher and our printer all in one month. 

From there, we went down to the casino, spent a few 
quarters, had a bite to eat, and went back to the shuffleboard 
room for the draw partner auction .... 

I told him to bid on Bud and Darlene, but would he listen 
to me? 

.... before turning in for the night. 
Night! 

Wednesday, 8 a.m., Day 11: We watched about three 0 

hours of the A & B tournament (a pro-am event) and I went - 

to the room not feeling well, and Sloes -- Donna's new 
nickname -- went down to the casino. 

Not feeling well? Would you believe this guy had the 
worse case of jet-lag on record? He slept for 15 hours 
straight and I was not down in the casino; I stayed by his 
bedside waiting for a sign of life, and read one whole book 
and starred another. We missed the auction for the pro 
singles and women's singles, but they didn't need our money 
anyway. We would have had to mortgage the house to buy 
any of the contenders? 

Psst! I woke up three times before midnight; wasn't 
anyone at my bedside. 

Psst! I was over in the chair by the window overlooking 
the fabulous lights of Vegas, reading my book. Crawled into 
bed ut midnight hoping the previews on the only station that 
gave the time would stimulate some action. zzzzz! 

Thursday, 8 a.m., Day ID: Ran into Walt Vander Sloot 
in the shuffleboard room. Checked the results of the draw 
partner: First place: Bud Hilburn of Oklahoma and Darlene 
Docile of Canada ... 

Told ya so, told ya so! 
Second, Qwen Orsi of Nebraska and Tom Hendrix of 

Oklahoma; third, Shirley Robertson of Oklahoma and Bob 
Shirley of Canada ... 

Shirley and Shirley -- how could they lose? 
... Fourth, Cliff Goff of Oklahoma and Tom Mitchell of 

Oklahoma ... 
(continued on page 12)  
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Vegas Diary (continued fiom page 7) 
What a nice guy that Cliff is. We've been writing about him 
for many years and finally got to meet him. 

... and tied for fifth and sixth, Bill Melton of Oklahoma 
and Diane Madsen of Canada; and Sam Summers of Okla- 
homa and Joanie Millar of Canada. 

Bless those great Canadians! They are fun-loving 
people. 

Bud Hillbum of Oklahoma 
and Darlene Docile of Canada 
drew each other in the A-B 
Draw Tournament. They were 
a very effective combination, 
taking top honors. 

This event paid eight places, so also in the winners' 
circle were Marty Atkinson of Canada and Mary Koteras of 
Texas, and David Williams of Texas and Gordie Richie. 

Walt, Slots and I went down for breakfast and then 
settled down for several hours of good, exciting play on the 
boards. About two hours went by and Walt and I looked 
around for Slots because it was her turn to buy. Alas! No 
Slots! But I had a sneaky hunch where to find her. 

,I'd had three 4 of a kind 
before he showed up. Then my luck went down hill. 

Some of the heavyweights were having problems as 
names like Denny Busch of Nebraska, Bob Shaw of Texas, 
John Fisher of California, and Cliff Goff of Oklahoma kept 
popping up on the winning side of the brackets. 

How awesome these young fellows are. They're the 
future of our sport. 

Slots and I had dinner and called it a night about 9 p.m. 
Back in Michigan, it's midnight, way past our bed time. 

Friday, 6 a.m., Day IV: We got up early and ran into A1 
Stewart in the shuffleboard room and he invited us to 
breakfast. That was a mistake; he made me pay. 

Big deal! It cost less than $6 for the three of us; the last 
of the big spenders, my George. 

By the time we got back to the shuffleboard room, the 
men's and women's singles and the amateur team event were 
well underway. 

We watched favorite Diana Hagen of Texas beat Lisa 
Melton of Oklahoma (my choice for rookie of the year) in 
one semi-final and Janet Weidner of Texas coming out 
victorious in a hard-fought battle with Gwen Orsi of Ne- 
braska in the other semi-final. In the finals, Janet came out of 
the loser's bracket to beat Diana and earn her first major 
victory in the singles. This event paid six places: Janet, 1st; 
Diana, 2nd; Lisa, 3rd; Gwen, 4th; with Chris Danke of 
California and Debbie Voorhis of Indiana tied for 5th and 
6th. 

Seldom have I seen such a happy winner as Janet. She 
was ecstatic! Her proud amateur team mates had a lovely 
bouquet delivered to her in the shufleboard room. What a 
nice gesture. 

"Which do I like best - 
my first place trophy or  
my bouquet?" asks 
Women's Singles winner 
Janet Weidner of Texas. 
"Whichever, just get that 
p i e  out of my nose," 
replies P.C.S.A. promoter 
Paul Weber. 

Meanwhile, the men's singles were narrowing down to a 
finals match between Bobby Voorhis of Indiana and Darrol 
Nelson of Oregon. Bobby won the first match in the best 2 of 
3, but Darrol came back to win the third game of the last 
match in a real long marathon event and became the P.C.S.A. 
singles champ of 1992. Despite a painful toothache, Sam 
Summers of Oklahoma took third place, with impressive 
performer Denny Busch of Nebraska in fourth. Rick Boyer of 
California and Bob Shaw of Texas tied for fifth and sixth, 
and Jody Slack of Colorado and Billy Mays of Texas tied for 
seventh and eighth. 

Who said shufleboard wasn't a spectator sport? The 
show these guys put on had a large gallery on the edge of 
their seats. Some spectators were reluctant to leave their 
seats 10 go to the bar because they'd be occupied when they 
got back. Others took that chance -- which reminds me: don't 

In a tough-fought battle between two shuffleboard greats, Darrol Nelson of 
Oregon (left) and Bobby Voorhis of Indiana, Nelson prevailed in the Open 
Singles. We missed Bobby in the trophy presentation, so Board Talk editors' 
grandson, 12-year-old Kory Elkins, got his chance to draw his likeness of his 
hero, Bobby V. 

Saturday, 8 a.m., Day V: This being Walt Vander 
Sloot's first trip to Vegas, it was important for him to see the 1 
strip. We stopped at the ExCalibur for breakfast (Walt's 
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treat), looked at the impressive Mirage, and did a little 
sightseeing on the way back to the Showboat. 

The amateur team event and the pro doubles were well 
underway and we spent the rest of the day watching more 
good shuffleboard action. 

I get the biggest charge out of watching and listening to 
the marked difference between the amateur teams and the pro 
events. The amateurs cheer their team mates, hug each other 
when they win, pat each other on the back with an oprimistic 
"next game" encouragement when they lose, and wear happy 

faces. It's obvious they're having fun! On the opposite side of 
the room, there's mostly a respectfil quiet; even a spectacu- 
lar shot gets only subdued crowed reaction. The players are 
serious. They sometimes wear faces of agony. If they're 
havingfirn, they hide it well -- with the exception of Sam and 
Billy. 

That evening, all shuffleboard action closed down for the 
P.C.S.A.'s traditional crazy crap caper. Forty-three shares 
were sold for a total of $21,500 and when the dice quit 
rolling several hours later, the pot had grown to $50,000. 
Those who had a stake in the outcome and other interested 
spectators were lined up six deep all around the table so we 
found other entertainment for the rest of the evening. 

No matter where we settled down in the casino, we could 
tellfrom the cheers -- or rhe quiet -- how the caper was 
going. Since this was our last night in Tinsel Town, I was 
determined to make my fortune. Alas, it takes more than 
determination and we went to bed exhausted from the effort. 

Sunday, 11 a.m., Day VI: The bags we hauled out to 
catch the shuttle bus to the airport were a little lighter 
because of The Board Talks we'd left behind. We discovered 
that the bus wouldn't be making another run until noon, but 
Bellflower Bruce had a taxi ready to take him to the airport 
and offered us a lift. 

We left the tournament not knowing the results of the 
amateur team and pro doubles events ... 

Maybe we ought to stay another day! 
... but got a report from Paul Weber when we got back 

home. The winners of the pro doubles were Sam Summers of 
Oklahoma and John McDermott of Michigan. Darrol Nelson 
and Jim Allis of Oregon teamed up to take second place 
honors, and Texans Bob Shaw and Diana Hagen finished in 
third. Dennis (Sparky) Sparkman and Troy Tolbert of 

California took fourth place, with Fred Thuman and Don 
Cox, also of California, tied with Eric Waldman of Montana 
andchuck Noms of Oregon for fifth and sixth. 

The Bommer Sooners of Oklahoma were winners of the 
amateur team event. Players on this title-winning team were: 
Captain Ron Huddleston, Mike Melton, Dave Davidson, A1 
Primrose, Brenda Watts, Steve Walker, John Breathwitt, and 
Bettye Brantley. 

Mr. G's of California took second place honors and the 
Balloon Inn of Colorado finished third. Other teams finishing 
in the money were: Oklahoma Friends, 4th; Last Chance 
Laggers of California and The Dunes of Arizona, tied for 5th 
and 6th; D.J.'s Bar of Indiana and The Sportsman of Texas, 
tied for 7th and 8th. 

There was over $72,000 in the total pot, down a little 
from last year. 

P.C.S.A. official Paul Weber thanks the following people 
for helping to make Extravaganza IV a success: Directors Joe 
and Marvel Muniz, Bracketeer Karl Spickelmier, A1 Stewart, 
Ron Vogt, George Ostrum, A.Z. Turnbo, Tim 07Brice, Chris 
Danke, Rick Boyer, Jim Allis, Bob Brunskill, John Fisher, 
Rick Curtice, Rich "Bubba" Warren, Brian "Critter" Seney, 
Fred Thuman, Joanie Swenson, Lou Lusero, Jim Anderson, 
Ron Gregor, Manny Lopey, Bellflower Bruce Hale, Jack and 
Johnna Eichor, Jack Kimble, Dennis "Sparky" Sparkman, 
and Eric Waldman. 

Also, special thanks to the Showboat staff: Lynn 
McCracken, Steve Waldman and Steve's secretary Norma for 
all their help, and Gerald and Paul for setting up the bleachers. * 

More Tourney Talk 
Tune-up at Lafayette Inn 

Feb. 1 was the first Saturday of the month draw partner, 
which also happened to be the weekend before the Winter 
Board Talk Tournament at Lafayette Inn. Thirty-eight 
shooters descended on this popular four in-house board 
establishment in Rising Sun, Maryland. Hosts Pat and Nelson 
Renzo welcomed the shooters in their usual style and 
prepared some real nice food for nourishment of all the 
participants. 

(Continued on page 14) 

Bouquets from us to the 

P.C.S.A. and Bellflower Bruce 

THE BOARD TALK 
George and Donna Wilber 
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Tourney Talk (continued from Page 13) 

The competition in the draw partner event was very good 
with Alvis Ramey, Perryville, Md., and Jim Yank, Philadel- 
phia, Pa., taking first place. Second was Don Casula and 
Dick Gorman, both of Wilmington, Delaware, repeating their 
performance of the previous weekend at Harvey's Place. 
Third place went to a first-time tournament shooter Ken 
Blankenship, Charlestown, Md., and Phil Neuman, 
Swathmore, Pa. 

Pat and Nelson invite all to join in the first Saturday of 
the month for this great event. Call 410-975-3078 if you are 
on the road and can't make it by 1 p.m. "We do start on time, 
but will include you if you are nearby and a little late," says 
director Dick Gorman. 

Good Turnout for Winter Board Talk Tourney 

One of the highlights of the season on the East Coast is 
always the Winter Board Talk Tournament at the Lafayette 
Inn, Rising Sun, Md. "Maybe it's the popularity of the 
Lafayette Inn or the interest in The Board Talk, but we 
returned to some sell-out events," reports Dick Gom-ian. "The 
economy has been tough in the Middle Atlantic States with a 
lot of work terminations and layoffs. The result has been 
unemployment and people afraid there will be more. Shuffle- 
board tournaments are played with discretionary dollars, and 
it has been having its effect on both entries and calcuttas. 

. Hopefully, this weekend was the beginning of the turn- 
around." 

Friday night was the beginning with a sell-out draw 
'partner event and seven shooters on the waiting list hoping 
somebody wouldn't show. Unfortunately, three people 
arrived after the deadline time and were replaced with three 
s f  the lucky in the front of the wait list. ("We try hard to start 
on time, and we will st& without those not letting us know 
about 10-15 minute late anivals," says Dick.) The tourna- 
ment was won by Don Casula of Wilmington and Mark 
Grove of Millington, Md., who took home the major part of 
the nearly $2000. Second place went to Mopey Hasson, 
Perryville, Md., and Chuck King, Dover, Del., with third 
going to Jack Gardner, Greensboro, Md., with his partner 
returning to the boards from a hospital battle, Mickey 
Mickens, Mt. Laurel, N.J. 

The women's singles was the feature event for Saturday 
morning. The competition was tough and the last match 
wasn't over on the four boards until 4 p.m., almost seven 
hours later. Coming out of the loser's bracket to win the last 
two games in hard-fought contests was Judy Gartland of 
Philadelphia, with Judy Iseman, Chestertown, Md., taking 
second place honors. Third place went to hometown favorite, 
Steph McNeill, Rising Sun. 

The big bring partner event had a near-sellout crowd 
waiting to test their skills and the competition. The next 
morning at 2 a.m. found Jim McDaniels of nearby Darlington 
and first-time tournament winner Jim Wallace, Port Deposit, 
Md., taking the lion's share of the pot and the significant 
jackets indicating Board Talk Winter Tournament winners. 
Second place was taken by the strong team of Len Dell, 

Bellcamp, Md., and Chuck King, Dover, Del., with third 
place going to a Pennsylvania team of Butch Kelly, Spring- 
field, and Joe Williams, Ridley Park. Fourth place went to 
John Lukas, Millington, Md., and Bill Stoops, Tulsa, Okla- 
homa, with fifth place going to Johnny Gardner, Greensboro, 
and Mark Grove, Millington. Final money spot sixth place 
was taken by Don Peny, Cortland, N.Y., and Alvis Rarney. 

On Sunday afternoon, 20 teams lined up for the mixed 
doubles event. "The competition was great and all the big 
name teams were there, but as we said the last time, you 
won't see all of their names here," said Dick. It was a 
Pennsylvania finish this time with Judy Gartland and Jim 
Yank of Philadelphia repeating their performance of a month 
ago to take f i s t  place. Second place went to first-time major 
tournament winner Louise Freer of Lansdale, Pa., and A1 
DiBella, Upper Darby, Pa. Third went to the strong local 
Maryland team of Brenda and Jim Wallace of nearby Port 
Deposit. Fourth and final money spot went to Rosalie 
Kaufman, Queenstown, Md. and Chuck King, Dover. "This 
paragraph contains a lot of surprises for East Coast folks," 
Dick said. 

Point leaders in the East Coast value point system for the 
weekend were Judy Gartland and Chuck King. 

"This was another outstanding tournament. Hot food 
buffets were provided for.all participants by Lafayette Inn 
hosts Pat and Nelson Renzo. All participants want to join in 
thanking The Board Talk for their co-sponsorship of this 
great event," Dick said. 

More Notebook 
Shuffleboard Alive and Well in 
Deleware County, Indiana 

This game is as good as the people who promote it and 
play it! 

Shuffleboard in Deleware County, Indiana, has been a 
long-standing form of competition. When Papa Lou Coulter 
(Red Dog Saloon), Rudy Pianis (Sportsman's Lounge), Steve 
Mason (Oasis Bar & Grill) and Arnold Cross (Mississinewa 
Tavern) decided to start the Deleware County League, it was 
to accommodate those players who had been around for 
years, but really had no organized shuffleboard competition. 
In the last four years, the league has become a forum for 
beginners and young players to compete against seasoned 
players from around East Central Indiana. It's a draw partner 
event every other Saturday starting in November and ending 
in March. Twelve tournaments, four taverns, three times at 
each location. 

There is also a final tournament at the end of the season 
that each player must earn qualification for. A player must 
play at each location at least one time, plus two more of their 
choice, for a total of six tournaments. There is no calcutta, 
just entry fee of $10 plus $2 held back for the year-end 
tournament. This format is fun for the seasoned players, but 
more important, the beginners and young players who want 
to improve their game. 
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The one aspect that sets this league apart from other 
leagues is the number of women who participate. At present, 
there are 52 active players in the league, 17 of which are 
women. Jonna Reece (pictured), league register and orga- 
nizer, says an average of 34 people play every other Saturday 
through the fall and winter season. 

The four impressive players who I feel play real well are 
pictured -- Carolyn Holton, Jeri Dickson, Jonna Reece, and 
Cheryl Cockrill. I call them the Four Horseman. All four 
participate in three to four round robins a week and travel to 
surrounding cities for calcuttas and round robins. They play 
as good as anyone. 

Steve's "Four Horsemen" are Carolyn Holten, Jeri Dickson, registerlorganizer 
Jonna Reece, and Cheryl Cockrill. 

The one comment I want to emphasize is the fact that 
this league is well organized for all Lypes of players. I am 
real happy to see more women playing the game and hope- 
fully it will inspire more to play in the future. 

Since the failure of the Central Indiana Shuffleboard 
League in 1987 (C.I.S.L.), which went for six years in 
Central Indiana, the Deleware County League has picked up 
the slack to keep the sport alive and well, as well as growing 
for all players. 

Having the format of every other week gives the places 
on off Saturdays the opportunity to host the calcuttas, which 
included one on Feb. 22-23 at the Red Dog Saloon, open 
doubles, two boards, double elimination, and an open singles, 
double elimination. On March 21, The Hog House in Ingalls, 
Indiana, will host an open doubles, single elimination. In 
April, the Mississinewa Tavern, Eaton, Ind., is going to have 
a doubles tournament, single elimination. More on that later. 

One last thought, Indiana has always been strong in 
shuffleboard. I think we have been a little lax in the past few 
years in promoting this game, including myself. We are 
going to try to remedy that and keep you informed. 

My hat's off to Deleware County for their great efforts to 
the continued growth of shuffleboard. I give Jonna my 
applause, plus the other people involved in this league. They 
have done a marvelous job. 

Steve Hart, Fortville, Indiana 

We add our congratulations to Jonna and the others involved 
in revitalizing the action in Indiana. Maybe Indiana will once 
again be one of  our top shufleboard states in the nation, as it 
once was. 

Ratschke/Lockhart Win He/She Tourney a t  Texas Mist 

Shuffleboard action is flourishing in Austin, Texas, 
hone of the Shuffleboard Federation's U.S. Open. The area's 
first league was formed last fall and six teams were enrolled. 
The current winter season has increased to eight teams. 

Weekly and special tournaments are also thriving. As an 
example, the Texas Mist (9063 Research Blvd., Austin) 
hosted a He/She Tournament on Jan. 18-19. The entry fee 
was $15 per player and $100 was added by the Texas Mist. 
Thirty-two players participated. Even with so much activity, 
the Mist was still able to squeeze in their weekly Saturday 
and Sunday night tournaments. The Saturday night touma- 
ment had 37 entries and Sunday night followed with 32. It 
was a very exciting weekend for all players. 

Winners of the HeJShe Tournament were Larry Ratschke 
and Donna Lockhart. Ron Bowers and Wanda Knight were 
second, and Jimbo Grove and Lisa Melton were third. 

Don McCurry, Texas Mist, Austin, Texas 

Readers, please note that the Texas Mist is part of our 
ShufJleboard Directory. Stop in and let them know you 
appreciare their support. 

Winners of the He/She Tournament at the Texas Mist were Donna Lockhart 
and Lany Ratschke. 

Spread the Word! 
MARCH 27 - 29 

Friday: Draw Partners 
Saturday: Bring Partner 

Sunday: Open Singles 

Call Glenn or  Carmen, 301-739-2559 

GLENN'S PLACE 
2 W. Baltimore Street, Funkstown, Maryland 



Appreciation to: 
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Your advertising support made this issue 
possible. 

Sincere Thanks! 
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The Nation's Top Shuffleboard States: 

'1 - California '3 - Oklahoma 
'2 - MichiganITexas #4 - Washington 
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