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friends, we played a little and had a lot of fun. I hope to be 
able to do it again soon. 

Mac Ausbrooks (just an average player who loves the game 
loo%), Riverside, California 

Thank you, Mac, for a beautiful Christmas message to The 
World of Shuffleboard. We hope others will join us in one 
gigantic coast to coast prayer that you will soon enjoy 
complete recovery and be able to make full use of that list! We 
don't usually do this, but we're going to print your full 
address so those special people out there on our mailing list 
can send you a Christmas message: Mac Ausbrooks, 4339 
Pacific Ave., Riverside, CA 92509. 

Another Member Needs Our Prayers 
I would like to introduce Carl and Lolly Guidici of Reno, 

Nevada, to your shuffleboard network. Carl was the No. 1 man 
in selling and operating shuffleboards in northern Nevada for 
so many years. I have been doing his board work for over 20 
years and I don't know how long he was in business before 
that. 

Carl had to turn his business over to his son because he 
had a heart attack. Von and I became such good friends with 
the Guidicis over the years. We were saddened to get the news 
of his health. I called to see how he was feeling and to tell him 
our prayers are with him and to "talk shop." I was telling him 
about the big tournament in Las Vegas. He said if he was able, 
he is going to make it to Vegas. 

I would like for the shuffleboard family to hope, wish, or 
pray -- or all three -- that he will make it to the Showboat. 

A1 Stewart, A & M Amusement Service, El Monte, California 

Like A1 says -- hope, wish or pray -- that we will see Carl at 
the Las Vegas tourney. And to show him what our shufle- 
board family is all about, send your best wishes to him at: 700 
Casazza Drive, Reno, NV 89502. That's what Christmas is all 
about! See you in Vegas, Carl. 

Stop That! 
A while back, The Board Talk published an article of 

mine concerning a problem between two of our men's teams 
during league play. My intent was two-fold: to show how 
foolish violence is and to prod the men's league into enacting 
legislation to prevent this sort of thing in the future. I don't 
know if either of those things were accomplished, but one 
thing I fear did come of that piece. I am afraid it was the 
beginning of a rash of negative articles from various parts of 
the country. 

This airing of dirty laundry is boring to read and no doubt 
disgusting to publish. I don't want to read about whether this 
person thinks that person is a jerk or not. Who cares? Because 
I feel partially responsible for this trend in negative publicity, 
I'd like to be one of the ones to stop it. 

First, I'd like to apologize for my part in this nasty 
business and, second, to assure that in the future it won't 
happen again. If I can't think of something informative, 
amusing, or upbeat to write about, I'm just going to shut up. I 
suggest that all the poison pens out there do the same. 

Why do people read The Board Talk? I think it's because 
of letters such as the one sent in by the Richards of Arizona 
about the hospitality they received in the bar in Washington. 
Made me want to jump in my car and drive over for a beer (a 
mere 3,000 mile trek). Or the public tributes to Rudy Stober 
and Mexican Tommy Workman. Enjoyable reading and 
positive contributions to The World of Shuffleboard. We need 
more of this. After all, if I want to be bummed out, I'll watch 
network television; 

(continued on page 6) 

1988 National 
Shuffleboard Calendar 

Dec. 30-Jan. 1 
New Year's Tourney 
The Palace Bar, Fairmount, Indiana 

Dec. 30-Jan. 2 
New Year's Tourney 
Black Cat, Portland, Oregon 

Dec. 31 
New Year's Tourney 
D J.' s, Warsaw, Indiana 

Jan. 6-8 
Rowboat Open 
Jerry D's, Dacona, Colorado 

January 12-Id* 
PCSA Shufleboard Extravaganza 
Showboat, Las Vegas, Nevada 

Jan. 13-15 
Winter Tournament 
Ours & Your Place, Sudlersville, Md. 

February 10-12 
Annual Lafayette InnlBoard Talk Tourney 
Lafayette Inn, Rising Sun, Maryland 

Feb. 16-20* 
4th Washington's Birthday Tourney 
Holiday Inn, DallaslFt. Worth Airport 

March 3-5 
Second Annual Tournament 
Blue Coat Inn, Tulsa, Oklahoma 

March 17-20* 
Great Arizona Open 
Phoenix, Arizona 

*Shufflboard Federation Pro Tour 
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Welcome, Japan, to The World of Shuffleboard 
A big white limousine in the parking lot at Beef's "Peewee and Beef showed them the strategy of the game 

Shamrock Bar in Waterloo, Indiana, is not something you see and how to care for the board. I showed them how to set up a 
every day of the week. Neither was what was going on inside tournament," said Marge. "It was a great afternoon. They 
the bar an everyday occurrence. It was a special day in the apologized for asking 'silly questions.' I told them there were 
lives of Beef and Marge, owners of the Shamrock; Peewee no silly questions when you're learning the game. They're 
Fleshman, a local shuffler who took a half-day off work for hoping to-get shuffleboard started in Tokyo. They'd never 
the occasion; Brian Crowl, president of Playfair Shuffleboard seen the game played before and I think we broke the language 
Co. in Fort Wayne, Indiana; and three Japanese visitors who barrier. They were there to learn how to play and how to 
were a long way from their home in Tokyo. promote the game in their country and I hope we helped." 

Noboru Sugamura and two of his associates had been at a Why 16 foot boards instead of the generally-accepted 22 
trade show in Chicago. They had purchased three 16 foot foot boards in American play? Simply because of space 
shuffleboards from Brian. But, they didn't understand the limitations. Space is a precious commodity in Japan. 
game; they didn't know how to care for and prep the boards The Board Talk has extended the fellowship of shufflers 
they had bought; and they didn't know how to run a tourna- from coast to coast across the U.S.A., across the border to 
ment. Brian suggested they visit the Shamrock Bar to learn Canada, and now across the ocean to Japan. Welcome, Japan, 
about those things -- and they did. to our World of Shuffleboard. It's a very special place and 

we're glad you're a part of it! 

Greetings 
... To all our valued friends 

across the U.S.A. and Canada 
and a warm welcome to .... 

SUGAMURA 
TRADING COMPANY 

Exclusive distributors 
of Playfair Shuffleboard 

products in Japan! 

layfair Shuffleboard Co., Inc. 
7021 Bluffton Rd., Fort Wayne, Indiana 

21 9-747-7288 Outside Ind. 1-800-541-3743 FAX 219-747-0470 



Page 6 The Board Talk December 1988 

Notebook (continued from page 3) 

Why can't we get some of the top players around the 
country to send in articles? Dan01 Nelson of Oregon and Gene 
Gach of Michigan come to mind. Both literate, interesting 
people with no doubt reams of tales from the forefront. If just 
one person f ~ o m  each of the 35 saloons that decided not to 
renew their subscriptions would have sent in something -- 
friendly and/or interesting -- you wouldn't have disappointed 
our leaders, George and Donna Wilber. Do we want this to be 
a successful publication or not? I've made my decision. Now, 
you make yours. 

Jeff Dugaw, Union Lake, Michigan 

Thank you, Jej'j? You said, from a reader's viewpoint, what we 
have tried to say, but you've given it credibility. And, we don't 
think of ourselves as leaders, but as followers, of the World of 
Shuffleboard. We hope they're going in your direction. Like 
you, we wanted to make that 3,000 mile trip out to Washington 
to meet those nice people at the Corner Tavern and maybe 
someday, we can. In the meantime, we have this space through 
which to join hands across the U S A .  and Canada and we, 
like you, want that handshake to be filled with good, construc- 
tive, special fellowship. Thank you and Merry Christmas! 

Tourney Talk (continued from page I )  

Anderson/Lampley Win at Yakima Pub 
Nels Anderson and Loren Lampley of Shelton, 

Washington, were winners of the 1st Annual Octoberfest 
, Masters Tournament at the Yakima Pub in Tacoma, 

Washington, Oct. 22-23. 
A1 Pease and Dave Arndt of Shelton took second place 

honors, with Chuck Norris and Frank Monnanez of Portland, 
Oregon, in third. 
McGrew/Gach/Broka Win at Lakeside 

Winners of the "constant action" tournament at the 
Lakeside Lounge, Union Lake, Mich., Oct. 28-30, were Phil 
McGrew and Gene Gach of Michigan in the doubles and Terry 
Broka of Ohio in the singles. 

Other winners were O.B. Brimm and Jeff Cottrell taking 
second place honors in the doubles, with Lee McDonald and 
Jim Stockmaster in third place. J.R. Lopez captured second 
place in the singles with Lee McDonald in third. 

There was a big pot for this tournament -- $6,180! Both 
tourneys ran at the same time with players participating in 
both on two boards, running "without a hitch," reports director 
Phil McGrew, with great reception by all players and spec- 
tators involved. 

N 

Dou 

Start your Shuffleboard 
New Year with us! 

ew Year's Eve Tourney 
Bring Your Partner 

$20 per team 
ble elimination -- 1st open board 

Auction 2 p.m. - Doors open at 10 a.m. - Complimentary bottle of 
champagne with each entry - Two boards - Open Sundays 

Draw Partner, single elimination every Monday night 
Only bar in Kosciusko County with two boards! 

D. J.3 Bar 
Your Hosts: Phil and Karen Heinzman 

1360 W. Center St., Warsaw, Indiana 46580 Phone: 219-269-1913 
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Phil extends special thanks to Kathy Broka for the great 
help in running the tournament, to Kathy and Dennis Wilson 
for serving as auctioneers, to Jim Stockmaster for board 
preparations, to Emmanuel and Mary for being great hosts, to 
Don Perry for coming all the way from New York to par- 
ticipate in the tourney, to Budweiser for the beautiful trophies, 
and to all the players for their spirit of cooperation. 
Lafayette Inn's Fall Classic Another Sell-Out 

One hundred fifty-two entries from five states spent 
Halloween weekend in Rising Sun, Maryland, for the 
Lafayette Inn's Fall Classic. It was "trick or treat" as they 
played in four single game double elimination events and 
divided up just over $13,500. Everyone listed in the Atlantic 
Division's Top Ten was registered and it was a tournament 
where some new leaders emerged. 

Friday night's draw partner event was sold out two 
weeks in advance and the 36 entrants divided up over $2800. 
First place went to Doug Fridley, Jr. of Waterloo, New York 
and Burr Miller, Milford, Del. Don Casula, Wilmington, Del. 
and Bob Hall of Rising Sun took second place honors with 
Mopey Hasson, Perryville, Md. and Ray Herrmann of 
Philadelphia in third. 

"Saturday morning was brightened by sunshine and 14 
of the fairer sex competing in a women's singles event," 
reports Dick Gorrnan. "Sometimes it is hard to see afier a long 
Friday night, but these 14 women could brighten anyone's 
vision, particularly when you watch them shoot on four 
different boards." First place was won by Judy Gartland of 
Philadelphia; second place honors went to Helen Fuller, 
Sherburne, N.Y., and third was taken by Mary Lou Thompson, 
Dover, Del. 

Thirty-seven teams squared off on Saturday afternoon in 
the bring partners event and 73 games later, six teams divided 
up almost $5500. First place went to first-time tournament 
winners Gator Abbott and Ace Wettington, both from Milford. 
Second place was won by Stosh Chemeleski and Tom 
Schaeffer, both of Philadelphia. Third place was taken by 
George Chamberlin and Mopey Hasson from Perryville. John 
Finnerty, owner of Finn's Inn in Palmyra, New York, and 
Doug Fridley Jr. of Dew Drop Inn, Waterloo, New York (both 
new places on the Play Your Way Across the U.S.A. list) took 
fourth place. Fifth place went to brothers Ray and Ron 
Herrmann of Philadelphia, and sixth place to Steve Bennett 
and Dennis Brown of Sherburne, N.Y. 

Sunday's open singles sold out with 30 players vying for 
just over $4100. Another Herrmann -- Jerry -- from Philadel- 
phia lasted to take first place, followed by a new tournament 
shooter, Leonad Dell of Baltimore. Third place was won by 
Rick Niblett, Salisbury, Md.; fourth to Doug Fridley Jr.; fifth 
to Ron Herrmann of Philadelphia; and sixth to Poncho 
Prevento from Port Deposit, Md. 

The tournament saw prizes divided up among players 
from four of the five states represented and, as usual, Pat and 
Nelson Renzo reduced bar prices during the tournament hours 
as well as provided hot buffets both Saturday and Sunday. 

The next major tournament at Lafayette Inn will be The 
Board Talk Winter Tournament on Feb. 10-11-12. Watch your 
Board Talk for details, but mark your calendars now. Lafayette 
Inn holds a first Sunday of the month tourney and has mixed . 
doubles tourneys scheduled for Dec. 4 and Jan. 22. 

Summers/McDermott/Nelson/Hagen Win at 'Colorado 
Open 

There was a good mixture of familiar and new names in 
the winners' circle at the 4th Annual Colorado Open in 
Denver, Oct. 27-30. 

Taking top honors in the doubles were Sam Summers of 
Oklahoma and John McDermott of Michigan. Hal Perry of 
California and Diana Hagen of Texas finished second, with 
Don Valk of Texas and Paul Macarrone of Florida in third 
place. 

Darrol Nelson of Oregon captured the singles title, with 
John McDerrnott in second place, and Bob Lewis of Arizona 
in third place. 

In the women's singles, the winner was Diana Hagen. 
(As we went to press, we did not have the second and third 
place winners. Watch next month's issue.) 

Susan D. of Jerry D's Nostalgia Tavern in Dacona, Col., 
sends congratulations to Jody Slack and Bill Kelver for 
running a great.tourney. Even though she didn't place, she 
enjoyed playing with the professionals. 
Wilcox/Hart Tops at First & Last Stop 

Emmett Wilcox and Steve Hart of Anderson, Indiana, 
took top honors at the Frist & Last Stop's 4th annual doubles 
tournament in Kendallville, Indiana, on Oct. 29. 

(continued on page 11) 

World Series of 
Shuffleboard 

Dec. 30 - J 

Singles: $50 
Doubles: $100 Team 
Three Boards 
Best 2 of 3 - Double Elimination 
Auction on Friday, Dec. 30 
Play starts Saturday, Dec. 3 1 

- Gala New Year's Eve Party - 

Black Cat Tavern 
8230 S.E. 13th, Portland, Oregon 



Wolidays 'Holidays - 'Holidayg 

* 

CALENDAR 

December 2-4: 5th Annual State of Michigan doubles 
tourney, 

Papa's Pub and Grub 

December 9-11: 5th Annual State of Michigan singles 
tourney, 

Papa's Pub and Grub 

January 12-16: P.C.S.A. ShuffleboardExtravaganza 
Showboat Hotel, Las Vegas, Nevada 

February 16-20: 4th Annual Washington's Birthday tourney 
Holiday Inn, Dallas/Fot Worth Axport 

March 16-19: 2nd Annual Greater Arizona Open 
Howard Johnson Plaza Hotel, Phoenix, Arizona 

April 20-23: Hoosier Classic 

May 25-29: 3rd Annual Michigan/J?layfair Open 
Holiday Inn, Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 

This is a new section which will be a regular feature listing all 
Federation sanctioned events. 

Point Standings 
AS of 11-7-88 

1. Darrol Nelson 
2. John McDermott 
3. Don Cox 
4. Glen Davidson 
5. David Williams 
6. Bobby Voorhis 
7. Howard Mouton 
8. Bill Melton 
9. Glen Young 

10. Eric Waldrnan 
1 1. Earl Kelly 
12. Jim Allis 
13. Sam Summers 
14. Hal Perry 
15. Karl Spickelmier 
16. Rick Boyer 
17. John Myles 
18. Chris Danke 
19. Fred Thumann 
20. Leroy Ledford 

As 1988 draws to a close, we would like to recap some 
of the highlights, as well as to recognize and thank some of the 
people who have been instrumental in making this year 
successful for The Federation and the World of Shuffleboard. 

In February, before the start of David Williams' 
Washington's Birthday tourney, there was a players' meeting. 
At tht meeting, Federation co-founder Phil Skover stated, "It is 
going to take all of us working together to continue to move 
our sport forward." Well, a lot of us worked together in 1988. 
The completion of the first year of the tour is a big step 
forward for shuffleboard and The Shuffleboard Federation is 
proud to be part of it. All of us who love shuffleboard can be 
proud of the credibility the sport has earned in the past year. 

One of the major hurdles we faced in 1988 was to get 
enough boards to each tournament to make them run 
smoothly. That burden was lifted from our shoulders by A1 
Stewart, A & M Amusement Service; Sol Lipkin, 
American Shuffleboad Co.; Brian Crowli, PIayfair Shuf- 
fleboard Co.; and Bill and Mike Melton. All provided 
boards to The Federation and we would like to extend a 
sincere thank you, not only from The Federation, but on behalf 
of all the players who participated in these tournaments. 

Next on the list are all the individuals who took a chance 
on us in our first year of the tour, our tournament directors: 
David Williams, Joni Jones (Palm Tavern), the Voorhis 
family, Beef and Marge Camp (Beef's Shamrock Bar), Don 
Valk, Jerry and Sharon, Fred and Lois (Ace of Clubs), Bill 
Melton and Sam Summers, Jody Slack and Bill Kelver, A1 
and Von Stewart, Ray and Chris Hogan (Stagger Inn). The 
Federation wishes to recognize these individuals and estab- 
lishments for their support. These people are the heroes of the 
1988 tour for pledging their time, money, and moral support to 
making the 1988 tour a success. 

The benefits of that support will be in the spotlight at the 
upcoming Las Vegas tourney when the top ten players receive 
their checks in a special presentation. Our sincere congratula- 
tions to Darrol Nelson of Oregon for clinching the points title 
for 1988! 

Player Policy Board 
The formation of this group of nine players is maybe the 

most significant happening of 1988. We now have a system in 
place that allows the players who support our tournaments the 
opportunity to have some input as to how they are run. In 
terms of credibility for the sport of shuffleboard, this is a 
tremendous step in the right direction. We would like to 
extend our very sincere appreciation to Bill Melton for 
agreeing to be chairperson of this committee. Bill's fellow 
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Policy Board members are: Gail Crane, Bob Lewis, Brenda 
Moore, Howard Mouton, Hal Perry, Jody Slack, Karl 
Spickelmier and Bobby Voorhis. 

The Player Policy Board will meet again prior to the Las 
Vegas tourney. We know that most shuffleboard players have 
opinions and suggesions on how to make ow tournaments 
beter. We often hear great ideas from someone while at a 
tournament, only to forget them by the time we get home. 
When the Policy Board meets in January, they will be 
reviewing the existing rules as well as discussing new ones. If 
you have a good idea, be proud of it. Write it down and send it 
to the Player Policy Board, c/o The Shuffleboard Federation. 

Thank you, Policy Board members, for your help in 
1988 and thank you in advance for your help in 1989. 

Amateur Leagues 
The Federation very much appreciates the people who 

took the time to write us about their leagues. We now have 
information on leagues with a combined membership of well 
over 10,000 players. We will be devoting a lot of time in the 
next year to the amateur side of the sport and hopefully in the 
fall of 1989 will have the first national amateur league in 
place. For those of you who participate in league play, take a 
few minutes and write us about your league. Don't wait for 
someone else to do it. 

Women's Tour 
Another top priority for 1989 is the development of a 

women's tour, complete with point standings and awards for 
the top players. All of you ladies who participated in some of 
our women's events in 1988 have a stake in this so don't be 
shy. Help us to help you and send us your ideas on this 
subject. 

The Biggest Thank You of All 
Where would this game be right now were it not for The 

Board Talk? The opportunity for communication that George 
and Donna Wilber have provided has been the major spark in 
bringing shuffleboard out of the dark ages. Congratulations on 
your first five years. 

Let's make December Board Talk Appreciation Month. 
If everyone who enjoys reading their Board Talk each month 
bought a subscription for someone else as a Christmas present, 
we could double the number of subscribers. This would make 
the difference between just getting by and being able to go out 
and attend the tournaments. Everyone who loves this game has 
benefitted from George and Donna's efforts. Put something 
back into the game and buy that extra subscription today. 

COMING 
SOON! 

A LINEUP OF A 
FIRST-CLASS LINE 
OF PRODUCTS TO 

CLEAN AND POLISH 
YOUR SHUFFLEBOARD 

AND 
A LINEUP OF FEDERATION 
SHIRTS, SWEATERS, HATS, 

JACKETS, ETC. 

ANNOUNCING 

The best powdered wax 
on the market! 

Yellow & White 

Brown & White 

0th are availa le pre-mixed 
ifferent speeds 

Call or write for samples 

Shuffleboard Fe eration, Inc. 
41761 Onanray Drive 
Northville, MI 48168 
Phone: 313-344-9666 



D. J.3 Bar 
1360 W. Center Street 

Warsaw, Indiana 46580 

New Year's Eve Tourney 
December 31,1988 
Bring Your Partner 

$20 per team 

Auction at 2 p.m. -- Doors open at 10 a.m. 

-- Complimentary bottle of champagne with each entry -- 
Two Boards -- Open Sundays 

For information, call 219-269-1913 
and ask for Phil or Karen Heinzman 

Draw partner, single elimination, every Monday night! 
Only bar in Kosciusko County with two boards! 



A - Please Post - 

.ss the ... 

4th Annual 
Washington's 

Birthday 
Tournament 

Feb. 16-20, 198 

Holiday Inn 
DallasIFt. Worth Airport, West Location, Bedford, Texas 

Call 8 17-267-3 18 1 for room reservations 

(You must stay at the Holiday to participate in the tournament if you are a non-resident. 
Free transportation from the airport furnished by Holiday Inn.) 

Presented by: Dave Williams, Bill Melton & The Shuffleboard Federation 

Doubles: $400 per team 
Singles: $200 per player 
Both 2 of 3, double elimination 

Auction and starting times to be annourlced. 
Get your reservations in early for 
one of the top tourneys of 1989! 

Call The Shuffleboard Federation: 3 13-344-9666 



PLAYFAIR SHUFFLEBOARD CO., INC. 
STAR BILLIARD SUPPLY 
7021 BLUFFTON RD. FORT WAYNE, IN 4681 9 21 9-747-7288 OUTSIDE INDIANA 1-800-541 -3743 FAX 21 9-747-0470 

6-ON HORIZONTAL, 6-ON VERTICAL, 3000 SERIES $23.00 / BOX 
SINGLE, 5-UP, 3000 SERIES $42.00 / BOX 

(BLUE, ORANGE, GREEN, YELLOW, PINK ROTATION) 

DOUBLE ROLL COUPON TICKETS $ 3.00 / ROLL WANDS I 

BREAK OPEN 
TICKETS 

TICKET PROFIT DEALS CASE 
SELLING PRICE PER DEAL PER CASE PRICE 

Bankers Century 13 1 .OO 
Nevada Club .50 
Atlantic City 1 .OO 
Club 21 3 1 .OO 



STAR BILLIARD SUPPLY 
7021 BLUFFTON RD. . FORT WAYNE, IN 4681 9 21 9-747-7288 * OUTSIDE INDIANA 1-800-541 -3743 FAX 21 9-747-0470 

I 

ATTENTION EN 

Shuffleboards are back and making money! 

Invest in the best shuffleboard made-all birch and poplar construction with a full 3'" 
thick maple playing surface. 

Here's how you can earn a tournament size shuffleboard for your club or fraternal organization: 
Each shuffleboard costs $3195.00 (cashier's check or money order please) but we include either two FREE 
cases of 50@ Cross Cross OR three FREE cases of $1 .OO Banker's Club to help raise funds to cover the cost of 
the shuffleboard. 

CRlSS CROSS 

Takes In: 2016 @ 50Q: 
PAYS OUT: 

GROSS PROFIT PER SET $288.00 

PROFIT PER DEAL = $288.00 
$288 x 12 FREE DEALS = $3456.00 

BANKERS CLUB 

Takes in: 480 Cards @ $1.00 
PAYS OUT: 

1 @ $100.00 
2 @ $ 20.00 
2@ $ 15.00 
6@ $ 10.00 
8 @ $ 5.00 
lo@ $ 3.00 
17@ $ 2.00 
51@ $ 1.00 

TOTAL PAYOUT 
GROSS PROFIT PER SET 

PROFIT PER DEAL = $95.00 
$95 x 36 FREE DEALS = $3420.00 

YOU CAN'T LOSE!! 

And the best part is that your club will have the finest shuffleboard made-a steady money earner for many 
years to come. Each shuffleboard comes complete with all accessories needed to play shuffleboard. They are 
shipped freight collect, F.O.B. Fort Wayne, IN at 1,000 pounds each. 

CALL NOW FOR MORE DETAILS! 
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More to Celebrate Than 29 Years in Business 
'Twas the day before Chrismas and in bars across the 

nation, people were toasting each other with glasses held high 
and hustling to get one more game of shuffleboard in before 
Christmas Eve closing. 

That will be the scene in a lot of bars in just a few short 
weeks and many of us will be there when it happens. One 
person in The World of Shuffleboard who won't be there is Al 
Stewart, onwer-operator of A & M Amustment Service, El 
Monte, California, for the past 29 years. 

Not that Al doesn't have a lot to celebrate: a successful 
business, a vocation he loves and a wife he describes as "the 
sweetest thing God ever created." But the former shuffleboard 
hustler won't be celebrating with a drink. Instead, he and his 
"partner, friend and wife," Von, will celebrate Christ's 
birthday in church that evening. It's been that way for 12 years 
now, since A1 and Von became "born again" Christians. 

Before that, the Stewarts didn't have much reason to 
celebrate. Booze and shuffleboard hustling had taken their toll. 
Drunken fights threatened their marriage; Al's shuffleboard 
refinishing business was on the brink of failure because of lack 
of attention. But all that changed and, according to Al, 
"Thanks to God, He saved our marriage and our business." 

So how does a born-again Christian reconcile his "new 
life" with a business where 99% of his work is in bars? Isn't 
there a "conflict of interest"? 

"Absolutely none," Al said. "I'm completely at ease with 
what I do and how I live. I made up my mind from the first 
that I would not preach to those people sitting in the bars. I've 
had some people who knew me before and have asked me 
about the change. I'm more than happy to tell them how it all 
came about, but I don't throw it at them. Now the people who 
used to bring me a scotch and water or bottle of Coors come 
up with a cup of coffee." 
Learning Through "Trial and Error" 

Al got into the shuffleboard business by "pure coin- 
cidence." He was working for an insulation company when his 
shuffleboard hustler partner, Freddy Anderson, broke off a key 
in the money box and asked Al to go to Los Angeles with him 
to pick up a screw lock £?om the American Shuffleboard 
Company. 

"While I was there, a couple people called and wanted 
shuffleboards moved from one bar to another. I told John 
Weiss, who was the West Coast manager for American 
Shuffleboard, that I had a pick-up and could handle it. That's 
how I started -- just moving boards," Al said. 

Then came the demand for refinishing the boards. Since 
he had neither the facilities nor the expertise to do that, he 
hauled them to San Bernadine, had them refinished there, 
picked them up 8 to 10 days later and then delivered them. 
There had to be a better way, he thought. 

"I quit my other job, rented a building, got all the 
sanders and spray guns and started from scratch, knowing 
nothing. I opened the shop in 1962. I was dumb, green," he 
said. "The first board I refinished was so slow, you practically 
had to hit the weight with a golf club to get it to the other end 
of the board. I did seven boards in San Diego and had to redo 
them all because the paint peeled off. 

"It was trial and error for a period there, but I just kept 

I 
working at it. But I loved it and I still do. I love to get those 
old boards and when I get them fixed up all nice and pretty 
and someone asks, 'is that a new board?' -- that really does 
something to me," A1 said. "I've built up a pretty good 
reputation and I'm prr d of that." 

A1 refinishes boards in nine western states and has gone 
as far as 1,700 miles to Idaho. He averages more than eight 
refinishing jobs a month. 

Al's stepson, Harold, better known as Bear, works with 
him and Al looks forward to the day when he can step back 
and let Bear be the shuffleboard man of A & M Amusement 
Service. 

And what will Al do when Bear takes over? "I'm gonna 1 
work on my cars. I've got a couple Thunderbirds and I like to 
polish them up and drive them around town," he said. 
The Biggest Change is Speed 

Al has seen a lot of changes in shuffleboard during the 
29 years he's been in business and since 1949 when he first 
started playing. 

"The biggest change is speed. They want them faster, 
faster, faster. We never used to use any silicone or magic 
glaze. We just used regular powdered wax. Then they came up 
with what we call half-and-half, then they went to the 
American speed. Now they've gone to the super-glide which is 
a can of roller bearings and they've got all kinds of silicone, 
Pledge, and everything else to put on the boards that you can 
imagine. 

"They want the boards faster and straighter and you 
can't have both. You have to throw the weight so slow that 
any type of imperfection in the board is going to show. With 
the slower wax we used in the old days, you had to throw it so 
hard to get it down there, you didn't notice any of the hooks or 
crooks in the boards." 

Al believes the game of shuffleboard is, without a doubt, 
on the upswing. "It died out in the 60s when the pool tables 
came in. Nobody was promoting shuffleboard then. They 
stuck the boards in a room, sometimes the back room, and just 
let them set. It picked up a little in the middos, then died out 
again and stayed pretty low until about nine years ago. The 
past few years, I've been busy, busy, busy," he said. 
A Career High Point 

One of the high points of Al's 29-year career happened 
when he rented a board to Warner Brothers movie studio for 
"Police Academy Two." A1 got to deliver the board on 
location, a bar set up in a warehouse in downtown Los 
Angeles. 

"That was quite an experience -- to think that I was 
going to have a board in a movie that would be shown all over 
the country. It didn't show much, you had to really look hard 
to see it, but it was there," he said. , 

A more recent highpoint in the Stewart's life was 
announced by Al during a phone conversation with The Board 
Talk editors just prior to putting this issue to prcss. "Von has 
just become a great grandmother," Al said. 

When you see A1 at the Showboat in Las Vegas in 
January, be sure to congratulate him on Von's achievement! 
And when you see Von, congratulate her for tolerating Al's 
'sense of humor all these many years! 
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Best Place in the UoSoA for Shuffling Action 

I Nominate Ours & Your Place, 
Sudlersville, Maryland: 
Judith Iseman 

Whether it's your vacation, a long weekend or you're 
just out cruisin,' stop by Ours & Your Place, Sudlersville, 
Maryland. You'll be sure to find a shuffleboard game and 
great hospitality. 

In August, my good friends, Mike Kennedy and Mary 
Ann Watson of Philadelphia, called me and said they were 
going on vacation and wanted to spend it going around 
shooting shuffleboard with their friends in Maryland and 
Delaware. As it turned out, they got as far as Ours & Your 
Place. 

They showed up Friday evening and found enough 
players to shoot until closing time. Saturday was no different. 
There were round robins from 9 a.m. until closing with players 
like Art and J o h n  Ware, Scratch Todd, Ed Kibler, John 
Lukas, Mickey Baugh, Buddy Brammer and Jack Gardner, 
just to mention a few. 

On Sunday, Mike and Mary Ann were guests on a 
fishing trip that J o h n  Ware takes her Ours & Your shuf- 
fleboard team on every year. 

On Tuesday, Mike and Mary Ann had to return home 
but were back the following weekend for more shuffleboard 
action and they brought Jim and Rita Yank with them. Both of 
these couples were in our Season Opener Tournament. Jim and 
Rita have been back since for the weekend and our Third 
Sunday Tournament. 

Mickey Baugh heard about Ours & Your Place and 
came looking for some action before he knew about our 
September tournament. He found a partner, Ed Galke of New 
York, and signed up in the Season Opener Tourney, winning 
first place in the bring your partner event. 

Mopey Hasson stops by now and then on a Saturday, 
usually followed by George and J o h n .  

Anytime a tournament is coming up, Ed Kibler is a 
regular on weekends practicing. Ed also just shows up looking 
for a game now and then just like Jack Gardner and so many 
others. 

Don't forget Ours & Your Place is the home of John 
Lukas, one great shuffler! Another great shuffler, Scratch 
Todd, is usually around. 

The third Sunday of every month, Ours & Yours has a 
$5.00 draw partner tournament with auction.. If you're looking 
for something to do on a Sunday afternoon, come and join the 
fun. If enough men and women are present, we draw for mixed 
teams. 

So, fellow shufflers, don't miss the action at my favorite 
shuffling establishment, Ours & Your Place, Sudlersville, 
Maryland. We have three boards, lots of action and lots of fun. 

Come see us soon. 
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 I I  

Editor's Note: If you have a nomination for "Best Place in the 
U.S.A. for Shuffling Action," send it to The Board Talk, 421 
E. Sheridan Rd., Lansing, MI 48906. 

Tournament 
Jan. 13 - 15 

Draw Partners: $10 per person 
Women's Singles: '$15 per person 

Bring Partner: $25 per team 
Open Singles: $25 per player 

-- Sat.-Sun. Buffet for all participants -- 
Advance registration urged! 

Ours & Your Place 
Your Hosts: Art & Joann Ware 

SudlersviPle, Maryland 301 -438-3743 

Tourney Talk (continued fmmp,  7) 

Second place went to Danny Smith and Greg Mackey of 
Summitville, Ind. Both of the top teams are from the Town 
Tavern in Summitville. 

Sixteen teams participated in the tourney and hostess1 
owner Pat reports that three-quarters of the top players in the 
area participated. "The games were close and all good people 
participated. Lots of good playing and to watch was fantastic," 
she said. 

First and Last Stop will host another tournament in 
February, Watch for details. 
Ziggymernie Tops a t  Harold's Lounge 

Local Ziggy Konuszewski and Bernie Sunde of the 
Detroit area teamed up to take top honors at the doubles 
tournament at Harold's Lounge in Saginaw, Mich. on Nov. 5. 
Second place honors went to Phil McGrew and Jim Stock- 
master of Pontiac, with third place taken by Jimmy "the cop" 
Kumpula of Detroit/Florida and host Dale DeWaard. 

Dale would like to thank all participants who came to 
the event, especially Randy and Tom who came from Marion, 

(continued on page 12) 



On Your Way 
to the 

Catch the action at 

RO OAT Q 

January 6-7-8, 1989 
Auction on Friday 

Stop in and make some 
- extra money for Vegas! 

$50 entry fee 
ingles: Double elimination 

One board - first 
come, first serve 

For more information, call 
303-833-3469 or 

303-833-3959 

Rocky Mt. Oysters Burritos Chile Rollenos 

Jerry D's 
Nostalgia 

Tavern 

604 8th Street on Hwy. 52 
Dacona, Colorado 303-833-3469 

Ohio, to play in their first tourney. He also thanks Phil 
McGrew who assisted as auctioneer. 

Dale plans another tournament in the spring and will try 
to generate more local interest to assure out-of-towners a 
better turnout. 
First-Timers Win at Beef's 

Scott Smith and Brent of Summitville took first place in 
their first "big" tournament ever at Beefs Shamrock Bar in 
Waterloo, Indiana on Nov. 5. They beat out 19 other teams to 
take the title and their share of the $1800 pot. 

Second place went to Don (Pemon) Perry of New York 
and Mark Champion of Albion, Indiana. 
CockrurnIFitzgerald Win at S.S. Wharf 

Woodie Cockrum of Cuba, Missouri, and D. Fitzgemld 
of Florissant, Mo., were winqers of the annual St. Louis Metro 
Invitational at the S.S. Wharf Lounge on Nov. 5. Second place 
winners were W. Wiedrnan of Granite City, Illinois, and Doug 
Zurmueller of Florissant. 

Among the other contenders were Paul Casula, John 
Lorts and Steven Stevens, all of the St. Louis area. 

If you haven't visited the S.S. Wharf, you should. It's St. 
Louis's shuffleboard hot spot and a fun place to go. Check the 
Shuffleboard Directory for details. 
LawrenceICameron Win at Sports Arena 

Twenty enthusiastic shufflers showed up to help Warren 
Faulk celebrate his second anniversary at the Sports Arena 
Club in Houston, Texas, on Nov. 11-13. 

In the $50 draw, George Lawrence and Kelly Cameron 
of Houston, Texas, took top honors. Second place went to Don 
Vak and Joe Roden of Austin, with Terry Moore of San 
Antonio and Billy Mays of Dallas in third. 

There weren't enough players for the scheduled $200 
bring your partner, so the participants played draw tourneys all 
day and all night and appeared to have a very good time, 
reports Warren. 
New Year's Tourney at D J.'s, Warsaw, Indiana 

A complimentary bottle of champagne will go to each 
entry in the bring your partner tourney at D.J.'s, 1360 W. 
Center St., Warsaw, Indiana, on Saturday, Dec. 31. Entry fee 
is $20 per team, double elimination, first open board. The 
auction starts at 2 p.m. but doors will open at 10 a.m. 

D.J.'s has two boards and is open on Sundays. 
For information about this tourney, call hosts Phil and 

Karen Heinzman, 219-269-1913. See ad in this issue, post the 
enclosed flyer in your favorite house, and plan to participate in 
this fun event. 
World Series at  Black Cat, Portland, Oregon 

The World Series of Shuffleboard will be held at the 
Black Cat Tavern, 8230 S.E. 13th, Portland, Oregon, on Dec. 
30-31, Jan. 1-2. 

Doubles is $100 per team entry fee; $50 for singles. Best 
2 of 3, double elimination on three boards. The auctions are 
scheduled for Friday, Dec. 30, with play starting on Saturday. 
Payoff is 60-60 for first place, 25-25 for second; 10-15 for 
third; and 5 for fourth (entry only). 

A gala New Year's Eve party will be held with snacks, 
favors, noise makers and a buffet. Boards will be open to paid 
entries only from Thursday now on. 

(continued on page 13) * 
i 
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Winter Tourney 
/ 

Doubles: $20 per team 
Double Elimination 

JAN. 21 
Auction at 1 1 a.m. 
4 Boards Available 

- FISH FRY- 
For infonnation, call Mike Koontz, 219-498-6625 

AMERICAN LEGION 424 
Bourbon, Indiana 219-342-9125 

Board Talk Page 13 

Tourney Talk (continued fompage I 2) 
To make your reservations, or for more information, call 

503-235-3571. 
New Year's Eve Tourney, Palace Bar 

The Voorhis family will host a New Year's tournament 
at the Palace Bar, 121 S. Main, Fairmount, Indiana, on Dec. 
30-Jan. 1. The doubles, $40 entry fee, will start right after the 
auction at 9 p.m. Friday. The auction for the singles, $20 entry 
fee, will be held at 4 p.m. on Saturday. Both events are single 
game, double elimination, on three or four boards, depending 
on number of enmes. 

For information, or to save your spot, call 
3 17-948-9102. 
Rowboat Open, Jerry D's, Jan. 6-8 

On your way to the big extravaganza at the Showboat in 
Las Vegas, be sure to stop at Jerry D's Nostalgia Tavern in 
Dacona, Colorado, for the "Rowboat Open" on Jan. 6,7 and 8. 
E m  some extra spending money for Vegas in the singles 
tourney, $50 entry fee, double elimination. Auction on Friday 
night with a professional auctioneer to fill the pot! Free lunch 
on Saturday for all participants. I 

Jerry says, "Sorry, only one board so it's first come, first 
serve. But it's a Bobby V board and a good one!" (Jerry and 
Susan enjoyed having Bobby spend the weekend when he was 
in Colorado.) 

For information, call 303-833-3469 or 303-833-3959. 
See ad in this issue and plan to stop by Jerry D's. 

(continued on page 16) 

Sun-Glo - Serving the 
World of Shufflebord 

Since 1935 

*Spangler Weights + Billiard Supplies 
*Try Our New & Improved * Italian Pro Bocce Balls 

Yellow Bear Wax! * Other Recreational * Five Other Speeds Sumlies 
- 1 1  

un- o Corp 
11 1 Heckel St., Belleville, N. J. 07109 Phone 201-759-4474 I 



Shuffleboard Directo 
Patronize these shuffleboard businesses and establishments 

"We extend a warm welcome to 
shuffleboarders from everywhere" I Quality products, Quality service 

11528 Jones Rd., Houston, Texas 7 13-469-0345 3211 S. 130th Ave., Omaha, NE 68144 402-896-0468 
m 

Powder those moist hands with a personal "smooth stroke" 
talc pouch. A must for every shuffleboard player! $5.00 

Silver Bullet Club 
each - tncludes shipping, n6 C.0.D.s pleas& - 

Playfair Shuffleboard Co., Inc. 
7021 Bluffton Road, Ft. Wayne, Ind. 46819 I Three Shuffleboards 

8330 Abrams Road, Suit 11 2 
Dallas, Texas 214-340-5755 

Haught Printing I Corporate Image Lounge 
The Board Talk's Printer I Where you meet the very best! 

5127 Aurelius Rd., Lansing, Mich. 517-393-6550 5418 Brentwood Stair Road, Ft. Worth, Texas 817-451-0607 -- 

21346 Fenkell, Detroit, Mich. 313-534-6326 

play at 

Amato's *Frame Building *All Parts Replacement 
 playing Field Refinishing *Weights, Waxes 

18862 Beach Blvd., ~ u n t i n ~ t o n  'Beach, Calif. 714-963-8341 *Score Unit Repair *Delivery Any Where! 

Stop in and play a game at For Experience, Integrity and Care - 
DILkINGER's SALOON You Can't Beat Al Stewart! 

19 South Washington, Oxford, Mich. 48051 2354 Mountain View, El Monte, California 
Phone 313-628-7285 Business - 818-444-3790 Home - 818-442-5183 

Bob Corn 
Shufleboard Refinishing 0 Pool Table Resurfacing 

104 M. Spenser, Redkey, Ind. 31 7-369-2601 I Dedicated to the sport of shuffleboard 

9108 Alondra, Bellflower, Calif. 213-866-0900 

Powder those moist hands with a personal "smooth stroke" 
talc pouch. A must for every shuffleboard player! $5.00 
each - includes shipping, no C.0.D.s please. 

Playfair Shuffleboard Co., Inc. 
7021 Bluffton Road, Ft. Wayne, Ind. 46819 

Refinished Shuffleboard Tops - Trade Tops - Delivery & 
Alignment - Fix Cradles & Scoreboards - Will Buy Old or 

Used Shuffleboards 
121 S. Main, Fairmount, Ind. 317-948-9102 

Log Cabin Bar I Rome's Saloon 
Best pizzas in the state of Michigan! I Two Good Shuffleboards 

5393 E. Grand River, Howell, Mich. 517-546-6741 785 W. Mississippi, Denver, Colo. 303-778-9976 






