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The Hammer 
Evey month, new subscribers join our ranks, shufflers 

who wonder about our "roots," who we are and how we 
started. Since there's no burning issues to address this 
month, we're going to devote this space to some history and 
some projections for the future of The Board Talk. . . 

1983 - There was a lot of "pillow talk" going on in the 
Wilber household. George, a player and secretary of the 
Greater Lansing Area Shuffleboard League, was totally 
committed to the game. Donna was not a player, but she 
was an enthusiastic spectator and she was a professional 
writer. Both felt there was an information void in The World 
of Shuffleboard and believed they could fill that void. 
However, they had failed once in the publishing business 
and weren't anxious for a repeat of that experience. Should 
they go for it or play it safe? 

1984 - Vol. 1 ,  No. 1 of The Board Talk rollgd off the 
presses in January. Designed to be a local or state shuf- 
fleboard publication, it contained results of tourneys in 
Detroit, Pontiac and Lansing, a column by the Lansing State 
Journal's sports writer Bob Gross, some league standings, 
and announcement of a qualifying tournament in Pontiac 
for a really big tourney in Las Vegas. 

In February, the editors accompanied the winner of that 
qualifying tournament, Lee McDonald of Lansing, to Las 
Vegas. They took along some copies of the first issue of The 
Board Talk and recorded the names of some of the par- 
ticipants who were interested in receiving the next issue. 
Overnight, The Board Talk "went national," a move that 
caused many sleepless nights for the editors. The new 
publication limped through the year with a meager list of 
subscribers and a couple faithful advertisers. The editors 
were glad to see 1984 become a part of history. 

1985 - The World of Shuffleboard took a "wait and see" 
attitude about The Board Talk. If it was going "belly up," 
why invest $10 for a subscription? Potential advertisers 
waited until its audience was large enough to make an in- 
vestment. A "no-win" situation for the publishers. The mail- 
ing list was slowly growing, but so were the print bills and the 
first-class postage charges. 

In July, The Board Talk sponsored its first annual tourna- 
ment. Participation was gratifying, but it was a costly venture 
for the sponsors. 

Numbers of subscribers finally reached the point that 
allowed the editors to obtain a more affordable mailing per- 
mit, but the future of the publication remained uncertain at 
the close of The Board Talk's second year. 

1986 - The "Play Your Way Across the U.S.A." listing 
of shuffleboard establishments that were Board Talk 
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A red check here 
means your subscription 
hnn mnired. Renew today! 

Tourney Talk 
Monahan/Spickelmier Win at Amato's 

Chris Monahan and Karl Spickelmier teamed up to take 
top honors in the bring-your-partner tournament at 
Amato's, Huntington Beach, Calif., on July 24-26. Chuck 
Kimbrough and Jim Kennedy finished second, with 
"Bubba" Rick Warren and "Mr. L" Don Bandoli in third 
place. 

Nine teams, with $100 entry fees, vied for a pot of 
$2010. 

Chris extends a special thanks to the gang at Amato's for 
the fine service and great Sunday buffet. 

Adairs Win "Adam and Eve" Tourney 
Danny and Goldie Adair won the "Adam and Eve" tour- 

nament held recently at the Deluxe Licquors in Las Vegas. 
Jerry Bryan and Mary Frank took second place honors with 
Jim Golden and Sheila Taylor in third. 

"It was a good tournament, all scores were close and 
everyone enjoyed it," reports Frank Zavala. 

Arndt/Cena Take "Broiler Fest" Title 
Dave Arndt and Max Cena were top winners at the 

Broiler Fest tournament sponsored by the Palm Tavern, 
Springfield, Oregon, on July 31-Aug. 2. Bruce Wechter 
and Mickie Byers took second place honors with Garry 
Singer and A1 Pease finishing third. 

Hostess Joni Jones thanks all the players who made the 
tourney a great success, Sam, Sparkie and Mike DeAngelo, 
who organized and kept things moving smoothly. 

Nelson/Collins/Mays/Kelly Tops at Austin 
Darrol Nelson of Oregon kept his singles title at the 2nd 

Annual Aqua-Fest U.S. Open in Austin, Texas, Aug. 7-9. 
Bill Melton of Oklahoma took second place honors with Eric 
Waldman, California, in third place. 

In the women's event, Cheryl Collins of Michigan cap- 
tured first place, with Peggy Richards of Arizona in second 
place, and Brenda Moore of Texas in third. 

Billy Mays and Earl Kelly of Texas won the open doubles, 
followed by Bill Melton and David Williams of Texas. 

See more details in the Shuffleboard Federation ad. 

JenkinsJBladergrean Win "Sweetheart" Tourney 
Sandy Jenkins and Frank Bladergrean of Dallas won the 

"Sweetheart" tournament at Terry's Place, Dallas, Texas, 
on Aug. 15-16. Second place went to Evelyn Harris and 
Ralph Coburn, with Bill Jenkins and Suzie McCormick in 
third place. Eighteen teams entered the tourney, with the 
house adding $10 per team to the pot. 

Cooksie/Melson/McDonald Win at Dillinger's 
Jack Cooksie and John Melson, Lake Orion, teamed up 

to take first place in the doubles tournament at Dillinger's 
Saloon, Oxford, Mich., on Aug. 15-16. Marie Sweeney, 
Lake Orion, and Jeff Cottrell of Drayton Plains took second 
place with Jerry Hershman and O.B. Brirnm, Utica, 
finishing third. 

(continued on page 4) 



News and Views 
from The World 

A Colorful Report on Ted Z's Tourney 
1 couldn't make it in time to play in Ted Z s  tournament in 

Temecula, Calif., but I decided to drive up and see the last 
two days of competition and see old friends and good shuf- 
fleboard. I wasn't disappointed! 

Yesterday, my copy of The Board Talk arrived and as I 
was reading the results, there was something missing. You 
don't get the flavor of the event in the box scores. There are 
the characters and situations that develop. . . 

Picture Bobby Goldsmith, white beard flowing, teamed 
up with the old pro, A.Z. Tumbo, reaching back for that ex- 
tra effort to finish in the money - not for the monetary 
reward but for his personal goal of appearing in The Board 
Talk in the list of top finishes. M i i o n  accomplished! 

Chris Monahan, the only female entry in the singles, 
waiting anxiously and not at all dippointed,  at having 
drawn the powerful Darrol Nelson in the first round. If she 
was intimidated, Hollywood will be her next stop because 
her act was good. Chris kept her poise and determination 
and victory was hers in the first game. Darrol would have to 
call on the experience that has made him a champion many 
times over to win the next two games and put this player in 
the loser's bracket. 

Then there's shuffleboard's "Country Boy." Give this guy 
a floppy hat and put a straw in hi mouth and you have an 
instant Tom Sawyer. Tall and lanky, speaking softly and on- 
ly when spoken to, lost in the crowd until hi turn to play. 
Then down with the hat and spit out the straw - this is a 
serious player! If Dr. J was a shdeboa rd  player, hi name 
would be Billy Chiles! Game after game, he throws with the 
same fluid motion. All eyes are on table number one as he 
and his capable partner, Billy Maxwell, march to a convinc- 
ing win over Darrol Nelson and the gutsy Joe Muniz in the 
doubles finals. 

The class act of the tournament was easily that of a couple 
that didn't even show up. Saturday afternoon a cake was 
delivered that was big enough to feed everyone there and 
then some, with this message: "To Ted Z and Friends, Sorry 
we couldn't make it. Janice and Eric Waldman." 

We had a mixed doubles draw partner tournament at  
Jay's on Indian School Road and a total of 18 teams played 
for just under $1,000. We're seeing more and more women 
that are getting serious about their game and the enthusiasm 
we saw here was very encouraging. 

Cathy and Marge had never placed in the money in tour- 
naments like these but they played well and earned their 
share. Bill Gibbs is at a point where he will be competitive at  
any tourney on the West Coast when time allows for hi par- 
ticipation. 

Bill Gibbs and Alice Aredondo finished first with Peggy 
Richards and Rick Andrews in second place. Bob Lewis and 
Marge Smith came in third, with Larry Tafoya and Cathy 
Stearns in fourth. 
Larry Tafoya, Phoenix, Arizona 

Jerry D's Top 10 Picks 
The last Tuesday of every month at Jerry D's (Dacona, 

Colo.) , we hold a positbn tournament to determine the best 
players in the state of Cobrado. I've been having these tour- 
~ a m e n t s  since the begknirng of the year, so I have a good 
idea of who the best players are. I feel this will help you in 
rating the people h our division. 

Results of our July tournaments were: Travis Anderson, 
1st; Jorge Weve,  2nd; Jody Slack, 3rd; and Kevin McGur- 
dy, 4tk. 

My Top 10 picks for Colorado are: (1) George Ostrom, 
(2) Jody Slack, (3) Tmvis Anderson, (4) Lucky Ivy, (5) 
Morey Balins, (6) Grady McGovem, (7) Fred Compean, (8) 
Juan Esteve, (93 Kevin McGurdy, (10) Bob Bennett, with 
Honorable Mention to Jerry DeNovellis, Richard Scott, 
Jorge Esteve and Ken Howard. 
Jerry DeNovek, Jerry D's Nostalgia Tavern, Dacona, 
Colo. 

Thanks for your input, Jerry. We hear a lot of static about 
the rankings, but oesy few people take the time to send in 
their ''nominations." We appreciate it. Attention Colorado 
readers: see ad  in &is issue. 

Dads, Oklahoma, Gets Salute 
A group of us -from Dallas went to the Chuckwagon tour- 

nament July 10-12. For a small community that has only 
had a league fomed for nine months, they sure know how 
to IUR an event! 
The people w a e  some of the nicest we had met at any 

tournament plus, according to what we saw, they are going 
to be a force to be reckoned with as far as local talent. I 
know all of us here in D d a s  really appreciated the hospital- 
ity and efficiency of Mike Melion's efforts. 

I£ you want to have a good time and aM the competition 
you can handle, don't miss Davis, Oklahoma, as you're 
shuffling your way across the USA.! 
Sandy Jenkins, Dallas, Texas 

Mike is evidently following in his dad's fooisteps, continuing 
to make the name o f M e b n  highly-respected in The World 
of Shuffleboard. Wey= sure he and the other folks at  the 
Chuckwagon r u f  appreciate your salute, Sandy, and we 
hope readers will take your advice. 

Missing! 
Was news of shuHeboard action in your state missing in 

this issue of The Board Talk? Become a part of a national 
cornmunicatioions system for shuffleboarders. Send notice of 
tournaments, results of tournaments. news and views about 
the sport tor The Board Talk, 421 E. Sheridan Road. Lan- 
sing. Mich. 48906. by the 15th of each month. 

We're sure all our readers will enjoy your colorful report, 
Larry. You're right about box scores having no 'flavor." 

e 



C 8330 Abrams Rd., Dallas Texas 

Sign Up Now for the 
Silver Bullet Open Team Event 

September 18-20 

12 team limit - 8 players - 3 women minimum 
(No Exceptions) 
$100 Entry Fee. ~lub'adds $25 per team. 

1st Place 60% plus team and individual trophies 
2nd Place 30% 
3rd Place 10% 

Double Elimination - U.S.S.A. Rules 

Draw: Friday, September 18, 1987 at 6:30 p.m. 
Calcutta: Friday, September 18, 1987 at 7:00 p.m. 

Tournament play starts at 9:00 p.m., Friday, September 18, 1987 

Entry fee and player roster must be submitted by 12:OO midnight 
September 11, 1987. 

NO PROFESSIONALS 

Professionals will be distinguished by 5 person Silver Bullet committee. 

- 3 Boards - 
Big Screen TV Excellent Food 

For Information call Jerry Patterson or 
Jim Nicholas, 214-340-5755 
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Tourney Talk (continued from page II 

Lee McDonald of Lansing was winner of the singles 
tourney. Jeny Hershman took second pYace with Jim 
Kelsey of Lake Orion in third place. 

The Masters, Ace of Clubs, M m y d e ,  Calif.. Sept 4-7 
If you haven't signed up for The Masters at the Ace of 

Clubs, Sept. 4-7, call Jeny or Sharon at 916-743-6885 to 
get your name on the roster. Enfry fees for this Silve- An- 
niversary event are $200 per team for the doubIes, $150 per 
player for the singles. 

Action starts with the auction on Friday, 7 p.m. with the 
doubles beginning at 8 a.m. on Saturday. 

The Ace of Clubs is located at 328 I Street, Marysville, 
Calif. 

Doubles/Singles, Stober's, Lansing, Sept. 4-7 
A doubles and singles tourney will be held at Stober's 

Lounge, 812 E. Michigan, Lansing, on Sept. 4-7. Entry fee 
for the singles is $20 per player, $40 per team for the 
doubles. Auction for the sfngIes will start at noon on Satur- 
day, with doubles following. Both events are Poplble 
elimination and pay 60-30-10. Round robins on Fnday 
night. 

Host Rudy Stober will offer special $1.00 drinks starting 
Friday night at 1 0  p.m. confinuing through Saturday. 

For information, call George Wilber, 517-371-2538, or 
Rudy at 517-487-4390. 

1987 National 
Shuffleboard Calendar 
SepL 4 7  

The Masters 
Ace of Clubs, MaysvEfIe, Calif. 

Sept. 11-13 
3rd Annuai Okhhoma City Open 
The Peppermi![, Okhhoma City, 

Sept. 18-20 
Team Tournament 
Silver Bullet Club, DaElas, Texas 

Sept. 19 
1st Annual Sinqies Tournament 
American ,Legion, Bourbon, Jndiana 

Oct. 2-4 
Fall Tournament 
Lafayette Inn, Rising Sun, MayEand 

Oct. 3 
Fall Tournament 
American Legion, Bourbon, Indiana 

Oct. 9-12 
Co-Ed/Pro-Am Tournament 
Corporate Image, Ft. Worth, Texas 

Nou. 26-29 
2nd Annual Turkey Day Tournament 
Stagger lnn, BelEfEower, CaIifornia 

Jan. 2@25,1988 
U.S.S.A. Tournamenf 
Showboat, Las Vegas, Nevada 

3rd Annual Oklahoma City Open, Peppermill 
Sept. 11-13 

The Peppermill, 3600 NW 58th, Oklahoma City, Okla., 
will host the 3rd Annual Oklahoma City Open on Sept. 
11-13. Entry fee for the draw partner event is $100 per 
team, and $200 per team for the bring your partner event. 

The auctions for both events will start at 7 p.m. Friday 
with the draw-partner tourney following. The bring-your- 
partner event will be held Saturday and Sunday. 

For information, call Leon Ammerman, 405-947-7386; 
Bill Melton, 405-369-2448; or Sam Summers, 405- 
843-9991. 

Sm&ss/lVEied Doubles, Lakeside, Sept. 12-13 
The Lakeside Lounge, 9500 Elizabeth Lake Rd., Union 

Lake, Mich. will host a singles and mixed doubles tourna- 
ment on Sept. 12-13. Entry fees are $20 per player for the 
singles, $40 per team for the mixed doubles. Double 
elimination, three boards. 

For information, call 313-698-4104. 

Women's Sigles/Amateur Doubles, Corporate Image, 
Sept. 18-20 

A Women's Singles, with $50 per player entry fee, and an 
amateur doubles, with $100 per team entry fee, will be 
sponsored by the Corporate Image, 5418 Brentwood Stair 
Rd., Fort Worth, Texas, on Sept. 18-20. Both are double 

(continued on page 6) 

* Quality * Durability * Dedication * Commitment 
That's what Playfair has to offer - a quality board 
that will make owners and  patrons happy; durabili- 
ty that means a long life for a n  initial investment; 
dedication t o  the  family tradition of the Playfair 
name; and  commitment t o  a sport that's here t o  
stay! 

FE.4 TURES: 
f3"  Solid Maple Playing Surface with Silk-screened 

Graphics 
*Microprocessor Controlled 
f Over-Under Cash Box Doors 

ALSO AVAILABLE: 
*Supplies & Service 
*Repbcernent Parts 

Ask about our reasonable delivery rates! 

Playfair ShuMleboard Company, Inc. 
7021 Bluffton Rd., Fort Wayne, Indiana 46819 
Phone 219-747-7288 Brian Crowl, President 



You could rent a plane to fly across the U.S.A. and Canada to spread the word about your 

upcoming tournament. . . a  very costly method of advertising and probably not very 

effective. And. . .  your target audience might miss it because they're busy reading The Board 

Talk. 1 

You get the most for your advertising dollar right here! 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Full Page $1 10.00 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Half Page $60.00 
Quarter Page . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $35.00 
Shuffleboard Directory . . . . . .  $12/month 

Tournament Flyers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $40 
Includes design, typesetfing, printing and 
distribution in The Board Talk (auaifable 
onfy with purchase of 1/2 or fulI page ad.) 

CLASSIFIED SECTION: $2.00 for 25 words or less, 10 cents for every additional word over 25. Send 
advertising message, with check payable to The Board Talk, by the 15th of the month preceding publication 
to: The Board Talk, 421 E. Sheridan Road, Lansing, Mich. 48906. 

I 
I 
I AD SPACE RESERVATION 
I 
I Please reserve space in the issue for: 

I 
(month) 

I I Name 

I Address 
I 
I City State 
I 
I Zip Code Phone 

I CHECKONE I 
I I? Full page ($110) OHalf page ($60) 
I n1/4 page ($35) ODirectory ($12 mo/$100 yr) 
I OFlyer ($40 w/purchase of lh page ad) I 
I Send details to The Board Talk. 421 E. Sheridan Road, Lansing, 
1 Mich. 48906, along with check for proper amount, by the 15th of 

I the month preceding issue in which you want your ad to appear. 

I 
Subscribe Today! I I 

I I 
I Enclosed is my check for $10.00. PIease send I 
I The Board Talk to: 
I 

I 
I 

i Name I 
I I Address I 

I 
I City I I I 
I State Zip Code 
I 

I 
I i Phone 1 

I I 
I I 
I ONew DRenewal I 
I I 
I Mail with your check or money order for $10, made f 
I payable to The Board Tdk,  to: The Board Talk, 421 1 
1 E. Sheridan Road. Lansing, Mich. 48906. 
1 

I 
I I,-,,-,,--,,------,I,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,____-I,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,____ 



in the w 
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Heart of America !- 

earned its reputation as the shuffleboard \\\) \ . 
Y "capital" of the Midwest because of the \y ' 

folks at American Legion Post 424. They 
know how to stage a tournament. Mark your 
calendars: 

1st Annual Singles Tournament 9 $25 entry fee, Double Elimination 
- 

4 Boards - Auction a t  11 a.m. 

Oct. 3 Annual Fall Tournament 
Doubles - $20 team entry fee 
Double Elimination - Auction 
at 11 a.m. - 4 Boards. 

4th Board Courtesy of Gordy Collins, Great Lakes Shuf- 
fleboard Company, Davisburg, Michigan. 

- Don't miss either one of these BIG events! - 

Call Mike Koontz, 219-342-0693 For Inf r m a tio n : or American Legion, 21 9-342-91 25 

he American Legion 
Bourbon, Indiana 
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Tourney Talk (continued f r m l  page 4) 

elimination events. Sale for both events starts at 7:30 p.m. 
on Sept. 18. 

For further information, call Manager Linda Cooper, 
817-451-0607. 

Silver Bullet Open, Dallas, Texas, Sept. 18-20 
The Silver Bullet Club, 8340 Abrams Rd., Dallas, Texas, 

will host an open team tournament Sept. 18-20. $100 entry 
fee and the club will add $25 per team. Eight p1aye.s per 
team with a minumum of three women. Double elimination, 
U.S.S.A. rules. Pays 60-30-10 with trophies for the first 
place team. 

Entry fees and player rosters must be submitted by mid- 
night on Sept. 11. No professionals allowed; pros will be 
determined by a five-person Silver Bullet committee. 

Action will start with the draw at 6:30 p.m. on Friday, 
auction following at 7 p.m. and tournament play beginning 
at 9 p.m. 

For further information, call Jerry Patterson or Jim 
Nicholas at the Silver Bullet Club, 214-340-5755. 

See ad in this issue. 1 

1st Annual Singles, Bourbon, Ind., Sept. 19 
The American Legion Post 424 in Bourbon, Ind., will 

hold its 1st Annual Singles Tournament on Sept. 19. $25 
entry fee, double elimination, four boards. The auction will 
start at 11 a.m. 

For information, call Mike Koontz, 219-342-0693, or the 
American Legion, 2 19-342-9125. 

See ad in this issue. 

Open Doubles, Wagon Wheel, Sept. 25-26 
The Wagon Wheel, 102 S .  Broadway, Lake Orion, 

Mich., will host an open doubles tourney on Sept. 25-26. 
$50 per team entry fee, double elimination, three boards. 

If time permits, a singles will also be held. 
For further information, call the Wagon Wheel, 

313-693-6789. 

Fall Tournaments, Lafayette Inn, Rising Sun, 
Maryland, Oct. 2-4 

The Lafayette Inn, 1524 Conowingo Rd., Maryland, will 
host a fall tournament, Oct. 2-4, with four events. A 
Women's Singles is scheduled for Friday night, $10 entry 
fee, followed by a Draw Partner event, $10 per person entry 
fee. On Saturday, a Bring Your Partner tourney, $25 per 
team entry fee, is on the agenda, with an Open Singles, $25 
entry fee, on Sunday. 

All games are 15 points, straight, single game double 
elimination. Open buffet on Saturday and Sunday for all 
participants. Jackets will be awarded to all first place 
finishers. Auction for each event. 

Tournament manager Dick Gorman suggests advance 
registration because there is a limit on the number of teams. 
For the last tournament held at the Lafayette Inn, the singles 
tourney was "sold out" three weeks prior to the event. send  
your entries, with checks payable to the Lafavette Inn. to the 
Lafayette Inn, 1524 ~ o n b w i n ~ o  Rd.,  kin^ .Sun, MD 
21911. 

For further information, call Dick at 302-994-0004, or 
Lafayette Inn hosts Pat and Nelson Renzo, 301-658-9075. 

See ad in this issue. 
(continued on page 8) 

Sun-Glo - Serving the 

* Spangler Weights 
*Try Our New & Improved 

Yellow Bear Wax! 
* Five Other Speeds 

to Choose From 

Sun-Glo Corporation 
11 1 Heckel St., Belleville, N. J. 

Phone 201-759-4474 

Position Tournaments 
Last Tuesday of every month 

- $21 Entry Fee - 
July's Winners: 1 st Travis Anderson 

2nd Jorge Esteve 
3rd Jody Slack 
4th Kevin McGurdy 

We invite all the best players in the 
state to participate! 

Rocky Mt. Oysters Burritos Chile Rollenos 

Jerry D's 
Nostalgia 

Tavern 

604 8th Street on Hwy. 52 
Dacona, Colorado 303-833-3469 



-Please Post- 

Jan. 21-24,1988 

The U.S.S.A., Inc. and Showboat Hotel/ Casino 
Present 

The U.S.S.A. National Championship Tournament 
Showboat Pavilion, 2800 Freemont 

Las Vegas, Nevada 

20 Shuffleboards $2500 added-Bonded 
PRO SINGLES - JANUARY 21-22-23. $435.00 entry fee includes 3 days hotel, membership fees and $300.00 
entry into games. Limited to 64 players. 

OPEN LADIES SINGLES-JANUARY 22. $65.00 entry fee. If you have joined the U.S.S.A. for another event, 
entry fee is $55.00. Limited to 64 players. 

MIXED DOUBLES-JANUARY 23. $70.00 entry fee or $60.00 if you are already a U.S.S.A. member. Limited to 
64 players. 

10 MEMBER AMATEUR TEAM EVENT - JANUARY 23-24. $825.00 per team entry fee includes 5 rooms for 3 
days-$525.00, membership of $100.00 per team and entry money of $200.00 per team. 10 member team must have 4 
women. Limited to 32 teams. Call U.S.S.A. for fund raising ideas. 

OPEN DOUBLES - JANUARY 24. $125.00 entry fee includes membership fee of $10.00. 1 membership entitles 
you to enter all events. Limited to 64 players. 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

MORNING OF JANUARY 23 TRICK SHOT EXHIBITION BY BILLY MAYS. 

EVENING OF JANUARY 23 Billy Mays of Texas has challenged a top player to a $5,000.00 best of 5 match. A 
$5.00 spectator fee to see both of these events. 

ATTENTION PROS - 4 new Playfair Shuffleboards will be reserved for Pro Singles Events. 

ANY BOARDS NOT IN USE CAN BE LEASED FOR $10.00 AN HOUR. 

GUESTS CAN SAVE $7.00 PER NIGHT BY REGISTERING UNDER U.S.S.A. EITHER DIRECT TO THE HOTEL 
OR THROUGH U.S.S.A. 

YOU MUST BE A REGISTERED GUEST OF THE SHOWBOAT HOTEL TO ENTER ANY OF THESE EVENTS. 

RESERVATIONS MUST BE MADE BY DECEMBER 15,1987, BY CASHIERS CHECK. SEND TO 

U.S.S.A., INC. 
8 124 B ambi Street, Dallas, Texas 752 17 

For more information, call Lajana Story, 1-2 14-398-0573, or 
Joyce Holmes, 1-2 14-826- 1646 

Attention Clubs: We are soliciting ads for brochure covering these events. 



News From 

The Shuffleboard Federation. Inc. 
We would like to begin this month by thanking Glen 

Davidson for sharing his thoughts concerning the Michigan 
Open. The only way that we can continue to improve our 
tournaments is by inviting and listening to feedback from the 
players. We have not figured out how to run a perfect tour- 
nament yet, but with continued hard work and plenty of in- 
put from the players, we think we can get there. 

Anyone reading this who has some ideas concerning rules 
and tournament formats that they would like to share should 
write them down and send them to the Shuffleboard Feder- 
ation. We will organize them and make copies which will be 
sent to your player representatives. On Oct. 9-12, the Cor- 
porate Image (Fort Worth, Texas) is hosting a mixed 
doubles and pro-am doubles. There will be a players' 
meeting on Oct. 8, at which time all of the written sugges- 
tions we have received will be distributed to the players and 
voted upon. All decisions made there will be incorporated 
into tournaments sanctioned by the Shuffleboard Federa- 
tion. 

1988 PRO TOUR 
We have been working out the details for a professional 

tour which will include a point standings system to deter- 
mine a national champion. There will be at least eight tour- 
naments and possibly as many as 10. 

Phil Skover and John McDermott 

If you are a bar owner or a player and would like to have 
one of these tourneys in your area, you need to contact the 
Federation as soon as possible. The requirements are sim- 
ple: a facility that will accommodate four boards, an agree- 
ment to run the tournament by the Federation's rules, and a 
$500 donation to the point standings fund. The money col- 
lected will be distributed to the top finishers in the point 
standings contest. 

We have four tournaments lined up already and will an- 
nounce a complete schedule in our ad in the November 
Board Talk. In addition to earning cash prizes, the top eight 

players will also be awarded a spot on the national team 
which will represent the United States in a challenge match 
against a Canadian team. 

Before we finalize the format for 1988, we hope that 
players everywhere will share their ideas with us so we can 
do the best job possible. Among the things we want your in- 
put on are: the rules published in the August Board Talk, 
entry fees, seeding of the players, and distribution of the 
prize monies. 

Another area we want to address is tournament officials 
and committees. A suggestion was made that a group of 
players be nominated at the beginning of the year to act as a 
standing committee to be used at all of the major tour- 
naments. We think that is an excellent idea and intend to in- 
corporate it into tournaments sanctioned by the Federation. 

In the August issue of The Board Talk, a question was 
raised in The Hammer concerning compensation for the 
people who run the brackets, handle entry fees, prepare the 
boards, etc. What do you think? 

U.S. OPEN 
Congratulations to tournament director Don Valk for 

another successful tournament. It was played in a beautiful 
banquet room with a nice view of Town Lake on one side 
and a pool on the other. 

The State of Michigan continued to establish itself as one 
of the new leaders in The World of Shuffleboard with six 
players and another six spectators making the trip to Texas. 

It is always nice to meet new people who were previously 
just a name in The Board Talk and this trip many of us got to 
meet a player from Phoenix, Arizona, who made quite an 
impression - Peggy Richards. She has a good combination 
of skill and composure and has established herself as a force 
to be reckoned with in the future. 

Congratulations to the winners in the open singles. Darrol 
Nelson successfully defended his title, followed by Bill 
Melton in second and Eric Waldman in third. 

The ladies' event saw Cheryl Collins of Michigan winning 
her third straight singles with Peggy Richards of Phoenix in 
second and Brenda Moore of San Antonio in third. 

In the open doubles, two teams that are always in the run- 
ning captured the top honors. Billy Mays and Earl Kelly took 
home first place honors with Bill Melton and David Williams 
second. 

Well, it's time to sign off for this month. Please write to us 
and share your ideas so that we can continue to work for the 
advancement and growth of the game we love. 

John McDermott & Phil Skover 
Shuffleboard Federation, Inc. 

41761 Onaway Drive Northville, MI 48167 

-Paid Advertisement- 
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Bourbon's Annual F A  Tournament, Oct. 3 
The American Legion, Bourbon, Indiana, has been 

hosting an annual fa11 tournament for many years. This one, 
on Oct. 3, will be a doubles at $20 per team entry fee, dou- 
ble elimination, four boards. The auction will start at 11 a.m. 

There's always good competition and good money at the 
Bourbon tournaments. If you've never participated before, 
try it - you'll like it! 

For information, call Mike Koontz, 219-342-0693, or the 
American Legion, 219-342-9125. 

See ad in this issue. 

Co-Ed/Pro-Am Tourney, Corporate Image, Oct. 9-12 
The Corporate Image, 5418 Brentwood Stair Rd., Fort 

Worth, Texas. will host a CO-Ed and Pro-Am tournament 
on Oct. 9-12. Entry fee for the Co-Ed tourney (mixed 
doubles) is $50 per player, and $100 per player for the Pro- 
Am (1 pro, 1 amateur). Entries close at 6:30 p.m. on Od.  9 
with sale for both events at 7 p.m. The Co-Ed event will 
begin immediately after the sale. 

For further information, contact Linda Cooper, Manager, 
817-451-0607. 

U.S .S .A. World Championship Pro-Am Tourney, 
Showboat,  Las Vegas, Jan. 21-24 

Mark your calendars now for this U.S.S.A. Champion- 
ship Tournament. Reservations are due Dec. 15, 1987. 
Check the enclosed flyer for details and send your reserva- 

tion to U.S.S.A., Inc., 8124 Bambi Street, Dallas, TX 
75217. For further information, call Lajana Story, 
214-398-0573, or Joyce Holmes, 214-826-1646. 

Hammer (continued horn page 11 

subscribers was introduced in February. March marked a 
"turnaround" for the publication. Subscribers, advertisers, 
and news from all parts of the country started rolling in. For 
the first time, it appeared that The Board Talk would 
become a viable publication that would not have to be sub- 
sidized by the full-time jobs of its publishers. 

In July, the 2nd Annual Board Talk Tournament drew 
participation from seven states and Canada. In October, the 
first listing of the U.S.A.'s Top 20 Players was published, 
creating more feedback than any previous feature. 

1987 - The February quarterly "Play Your Way Across 
the U.S.A." listing had grown from 37 establishments in 12  
states a year ago to 9 5  in 20 states and Canada. The Board 
Talk's mailing list broke the 600 mark and its largest issue - 
1 6  pages - was published in May. The Top 20 players 
listing changed to a Top 40 with ratings by division. A Top 
1 0  Women's players list was added. 

In July, the 3rd Annual Board Talk tournament attracted 
players from 11 states. It was a good one! 

There's still a lot of shufflers who like to read The Board 
Talk - other's copies, that is - but have chosen not to in- 

(continued on page 10) 

Fall Tournament 
October 2-3-4 

"Leave it all behind and join us!" 
Friday, Oct. 2 - Women's Singles $10 entry 

20 player limit 
Friday, Oct. 2 - Draw Partner $10 entry 

24 player limit 
Saturday, Oct. 3 - Bring Partner $25 team 3 Boards 

40 team limit 15 Point Games 
Sunday, Oct. 4 - Open Singles $25 entry Double Elimination 

30 player limit 

- Home of Open Tournaments First Saturday of Every Month, 1 p.m. - 

Laf ayette Inn 
1524 Conowingo Rd., Rising Sun, Maryland 

Your Hosts: Past & Nelson Renzo, 301-658-9075 , Tournament Mgr. Dick Gorman, 302-994-0004 
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The Board Talks's Top 50 
ATLANTIC DIVISION: Maine. MID-EAST DIVISION: Michjgan. 
Vermont, New Hampshire, New York. Penn- Ohio. Kentucky. Tennessee. Alabama. Indj- 
syluonio. Massachusetts. Connecticut, Rhode ana, Wisconsin, Illinois. M~ssourr, Arkansas. 
Island. New Jersev. Mawland. Delaware. West Mississiooi. Louisiana. Iowa. Minnesota * - 
Virginia. Virginia. North and South Carolinas. 
Georgia, Florida 

1. Mickey Mickens, N.J. 
2. John Lukas, Md. 
3. Stosh Chmielewski, Pa. 
4. Bill Lally, Pa. 
5. Don Casula, Del. 
6. Jeny Herrmann, Pa. 
7. Chuck King 
8. Rick Neblett 
9. Dick Gorman. Del. 

10. Larry Kirk, Md 

PACIFIC DIVISION: ~daho .  wash- 
ington. Oregon. Nerrado, Colifornio. Utah. 
Arizona. Alaska. Hawaii 

1. Darrol Nelson, Oregon 
2. Karl Spickelmier, Calif. 
3. Billy Chiles, Calif. 
4. Leroy Ledford, Calif. 
5. Don Cox, Calif. 
6. Eric Waldman, Calif. 
7. Joe  Lavin, Calif. 
8. Frank Monnarrez, Oregon 
9. Ted Z., Calif. 
10. Bruce Wechter, Oregon 

. . 
John McDermott, Mich 
Bobby Voorhis, Ind. 
Lee McDonald, Mich. 
Jim Long, Ind. 
Larry Creakbaum, Ind. 
Jerry Warr, Ind. 
Tom Vordran, Ind. 
J .R. Lopex, Mich. 
Jerry Knox, Ind. 
Jack Cooksie, Mich. 

MID-WEST DIVISION: North 
Dakota, South Dakota. Nebraska. Kansas. 
Oklahomo. Texas. New Mexico. Colomdo. 
Wyoming. Montana 

1. Bill Melton, Okla. 
2. Billy Mayes, Texas 
3. Rick Boyer, Texas 
4. Sam Summers, Okla. 
5. Earl Kelly, Texas 
6. Dave Williams, Texas 
7. Howard Mouton, Texas 
8. Glen Davidison, Okla. 
9. George Ostrom, Colo. 

10. Jody Slack, Colo. 

Players in the UoSoA. 
TOP 10 WOMEN PLAYERS 

IN THE U.S.A. 
NOTE: Ratings in this category are based on 

limrted information. Your input is inu~ted. 

1. Cheryl Collins, Mich. 6. Marie Sweeney, Mich. 
2. Peggy Richards, Ariz. 7. Trish Turner, Mich. 
3. Chris Monahan, Calif. 8. Young Stocker, Ind. 
4. Diane Hagen, Texas 9. Evelyn Harris, Texas 
5. Georjean Monnanez, Ore. 10. Sandy Jenkins, Texas 

NOTICE 
You can earn a new set of 
weights by signing up 25 
NEW (not renewals) sub- 
scribers. Send names, COM- 
PLETE addresses and 
checks to: THE BOARD 
TALK, 421 E. Sheridan Rd., 
Lansing, MI 48906. 

EDDIE GRAVES LITIGATION FUND 
Send Contributions to: 

East: John McDermott 
41761 Onaway Drive 
Northville, Mich. 48167 
313-348-1214 

Central: Bill Melton 
309 E. Freeman 
Davis, OK 73030 
405-369-2448 
Sam Summers 
7423 N. May 
Oklahoma City, OK 731 16 
405-843-999 1 

West: Darrol Nelson 
39226 Jasper-Lowell Road 
Lowell, OR 97452 

Any Help Would be Appreciated 
This Ad Paid for by Friends of Eddie Graves 
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Hammer (continued from page 8) 

vest their own $10. And there's some advertisers who put 
their Board Talk invoices at the bottom of the pile. The mid- 
night and weekend oil keeps burning to put the publication 
together in our spare time without any salary. It's still a "kit- 
chen table" enterprise but the future, we strongly believe, is 
bright! 

1994 - The Board Talk has grown from a 4-page news- 
letter 10 years ago to a 48-page slick magazine with 4 color 
ads from every major company in the USA that manufac- 
tures products shuffleboarders consume. There's feature 
stories on the events and people who make up The World of 
Shuffleboard. Leagues in every city have a special insert 
with standings, announcements and other local "co~o~" for 
their particular area. 

The Board Talk's main office is occupied by a staff who 
actually answer the telephone in daytime hours. A travelling 
"office" takes the editors to major tourneys across the coun- 
try so they can cover the events, in words and color photos, 
for their 10,000 subscribers. 

Our grandson, who has been working for us part-time 
since 1990, is entering college, majoring in business so he 
can take over the reins when the time comes. 

There are 500 shuffleboard establishments from 50  states 
on the "Play Your Way Across the U.S.A." listing. Each of 
them sponsors a qualifying tournament to send a represen- 
tative to The Board Talk's national tournament, which is 
covered by all the major TV networks. Site of the tourna- 
ment is a huge Shuffleboard Dome with an adjoining hotel 

complex and lots of attractions for participants' families. 
Closed circuit TV brings the action to hotel rooms so players 
taking a needed break know when they "on deck." 

The Shuffleboard Dome is also the site of Shuffleboard's 
Hall of Fame. Pioneer Sol Lipkin was the first to be inducted 
and his photo was on the cover of the January issue of 
"Sports Illustrated." In conjunction with the national tourna- 
ment in July, three more inductees - Billy Mays of Texas, 
A1 Stewart of California, and Ed Estep (posthumously) of 
Michigan - will be in the spotlight. 

It's been a good year for shuffleboard! 
W e  hope you'll be there to see i f  our projections for 1994 

were just a dream - or an achievable goal. We'd be happy 
with halfway between! 

George and Donna Wilber 
Publishers 

Missing! 
Was news of shuffleboard action in your state missing in 

this issue of  The Board Talk? Become a part of a national 
communications system for shuffieboarders. Send notice of 
tournaments. results of tournaments. news and views about 
the sport to: The Board Talk. 421 E .  Sheridan Road. Lan- 
sing. Mich. 48906. by the 15th of each month. 

Formula for Success: 
American Boards = Satisfied Shufflers 
Satisfied Shufflers = Increased Profits 

for Owners 

Shufflers Deserve the Best! 
American Delivers the Best! 

American Shuffleboard Co., Inc. 
210 Paterson Plank Road, Union City, 'New Jersey 07087 Phone 201-865-6633 
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hy Sho YOU advertise in The oard Tal 
It's called "narrowcasting" and it's proven effective. Instead of costly "broadcasting" in which you're 

reaching a broader audience (the majority of whom don't care about what it is you're advertising), you're 
reaching a very narrow - but very special - audience (every member of whom is vitally interested in what 
you're advertising whether it's a tournament, a n  establishment, service or product.) 

Shuffleboard Directory 
Patronize these shuffleboard businesses and establishments 

Sheridan Club ~ 
Two Boards - Pool - Dancing 
Your Hostess: Shirley Robertson 

6205 E. 61st Street Tulsa, Okla. 

Haught Printing 
The Board Talk's Printer 

5127 Aurelius Rd., Lansing, Mich. 517-393-6550 

Log Cabin Bar 
Home of the Board Talk Tournament 

5393 E. Grand River, Howell, Mich. 517-546-6741 

Bellflower Bruce & His Friends 
play at the 

TUSTIN INN 
l40 E. First St., Tustin, Calif. Phone 714-731-3446 

Stop in and play a game at 
DILLINGER's SALOON 

1 9  South Washington, Oxford, Mich. 48051 
Phone 313-628-7285 

Bob Corn 
Shuffleboard Refinishing Pool Table Resurfacing 

104 N. Spenser, Redkey, Ind. 31 7-369-2601 

GEORGE'S 
Shuffleboard Service 

.Refinishing .New Boards 

.Supplies .Service 
.Monthly TLC to prolong the life o f  
your board 

421 E. Sheridan Road, Lansing, MI 48906 
P h o n e  517-371-2538 I 

Silver Bullet Club 
Three Shuffleboards 

8330 Abrams Road, Suit 11 2 
Dallas, Texas 214-340-5755 

This Space for Sale 
$12 per month - $100 per year 

Call 517-371-2538 to reserve your space. 

Walt's Bar 
A good shuffleboard bar 
under new management 

21346 Fenkell, Detroit, Mich. 313-534-6326 

A & M Amusement Service 
Shuffleboards Service Supplies Since 1959 

*Frame Building *All Parts Replacement 
-Playing Field Refinishing *Weights, Waxes 
*Score Unit Repair *Delivery Any Where! 

For Experience, Integrity and Care - 
You Can't Beat A1 Stewart! 

2354 Mountain View, El Monte, California 
Business - 818-444-3790 Home - 818-442-5183 

Stagger Inn 
Dedicated to the sport of  shuffleboard 

9108 Alondra, Bellflower, Calif. 2 13-866-0900 

Grant County's Men's & Women's Shuffleboard Champions 

121 S. Main, Fairmount, Ind. 317-948-9102 

Rome's Saloon 
Two Good Shuffleboards 

785 W. Mississippi, Denver, Colo. 303-778-9976 



U.S.S.A., Inc. has shuffleboards and supplies: Billy 
Wax, polish-cleaner, glaze, silicone, board wipes. 
We sarction leagues in every state. Call 1-214-398-0573 
for more information. 
See our flyer in this issue for the U.S .S.A. Championship 
Tournament at Showboat Pavilion, Las Vegas, 
January, 1988. 

*We are looking for sales people in every state. Send resume to: 

U.S.S.A., INC. 
8124BambiSt.,Dallas,Texas 75217 Phone: 214-398-0573 

The Board Talk 
421 E. Sheridan Road 
Lansing, Michigan 48906 

Gerald Sieber  t 
1128 Kelsey 
Lansing, M I  48910 
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